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2010 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		  Term Ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	 2012 
chair	
John Grafton	 2011
Eric Jones	 2011
Jim Pickard	 2011
Steven Schmidt, PhD	 2011
Mary Helen Wright	 2011
Cynthia Christman	 2012
Rick Krochka	 2012
Christine Mikolajczyk	 2012
Peter Schofield	 2012
Jeneé Garlando	 2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	 2013
Diane Kovachik	 2013
Judy McClelland	 2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	 2013

2011 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		  Term ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	 2012 
chair
John Grafton*	 2012
Cynthia Christman	 2012
Rick Krochka	 2012
Peter Schofield	 2012
Jeneé Garlando	 2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	 2013
Diane Kovachik	 2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	 2013
David Jesse	 2014
Eric Jones	 2014
Jim Pickard	 2014
Steven Schmidt, PhD	 2014
Mary Helen Wright	 2014

*John Grafton will complete  
the remaining term of  
Kris Mikolajczyk. One seat  
is currently unfilled.

AKRON COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION
John T. Petures, Jr. 
President & CEO

Staff
Dr. Suzanne Allen, Ph.D. 
Vice President, Development

Melina Boyce 
Donor Services Associate

Tina Boyes  
Vice President, Communications

Donae Eckert 
Vice President, Community Investment

Dennis Jansky 
Controller

Chris Miller 
Director, Akron Digital Media Center

Kristen Mooney 
Communications Associate

Kim Nott 
Grants Administrator

De Shawn Pickett 
Administrative Assistant

Steve Schloenbach 
Vice President, Finance

Diane Schumaker 
Donor Services Officer

Emily Watanabe 
Community Investment Officer

2009  Gay 
Communi ty 
Endowment 
Fund  Adv i sory 
Board

Methods  of  G i v ing

Cash

Cash gifts generally qualify for the maximum allowable income tax deduction.  
Checks should be made payable to the Gay Community Endowment Fund.

Recurring Credit Card Donation

Ongoing credit or debit card donations billed either monthly or quarterly make giving 
easy and automatic.

Securities or Real Estate

When securities or real estate have been held for the required long-term capital  
gains holding period and then are gifted to the fund, the donor can usually deduct  
the full fair market value as a charitable contribution and avoid capital gains tax on 
the appreciation.

Charitable Remainder Trusts

Deferred gifts may be made to the fund in the form of charitable remainder trusts 
that pay a lifetime annuity to the donor, with all assets and income going to the fund 
at the donor’s death.

Charitable Lead Trusts

Conversely, a donor may create an immediate annuity interest for the fund for a 
period of years, with the remainder interest returning to the donor or (with the proper 
estate planning) passing to children or grandchildren.

Life Insurance

By assigning ownership to the fund, the donor may receive an immediate charitable 
income-tax deduction in the amount of the policy’s present value. All premium 
payments made by the donor thereafter will also be deductible, and the full face value 
of the policy will be removed from the donor’s estate.

Bequests

This is probably the simplest and most common form of planned giving. Bequests to 
the fund are entirely free from federal excise tax and can, therefore, offer substantial 
estate savings.

Pooled Income Fund

A donor may make a minimum contribution of  $5,000 and receive a pro rata share 
of the fund’s income. Upon the death of the donor or other designated beneficiary, 
the remainder of the charitable gift is transferred to the fund.

IRA Rollover

Through Dec. 31, 2011, seniors age 70 ½ and above can transfer up to $100,000 
from their IRAs to GCEF without it first being counted as income. Not only does this 
benefit the fund, but it may also decrease the donor’s state and federal taxes.  
Call Suzanne Allen at 330-376-8522 to learn more.

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community 
Foundation welcomes gifts in any amount from individuals, 
families, businesses and organizations. Consult your tax advisor  
to determine the best method of giving for you.

www.gaycommunityfund.org
2009 

Battered Women’s Shelter 

CASA Board Volunteer 
Association

Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions 

Community AIDS Network 

Fusion Magazine

The University of Akron 
Women’s Studies Department

Violet’s Cupboard

Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2008

Akron Area Pride Collective

Akron Art Museum 

Akron PFLAG 

Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center of Akron 

Community AIDS Network

Equality Ohio  
Education Fund

First Grace United  
Church of Christ

Fusion Magazine 

2007

Akron AIDS Collaborative

Akron Area  
Pride Collective

Fusion Magazine

Rape Crisis Center

The University of Akron, 
Archives of American 
Psychology 

University of  
Akron Foundation

2006

Fusion Magazine

Portage Path Community 
Mental Health Center

Violet’s Cupboard/ 
Community AIDS Network

2005

Battered Women’s Shelter
Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions, Inc.
The University of Akron 
Foundation
Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2010  Grants  of  the  Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of 
Akron Community Foundation awarded grants 
totaling $26,435 to 11 greater Akron nonprofit 
organizations. This latest round of grants was 
ratified by Akron Community Foundation’s board 
on Friday, Nov. 19, 2010 at its quarterly meeting.

“Our fund put a special emphasis on media 
and arts programs this year,” said GCEF Chair 
Christopher Hixson. “We feel that accurate 
depictions of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community in the media help 
combat bullying, bigotry and intolerance.” 

Grants were awarded to projects promoting 
tolerance and equality in public radio and 
television, as well as print media, theater and the 
visual arts. Other grants focused on youth, social 
services and HIV/AIDS prevention.  

Since awarding its first grants in 2005, the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund has reinvested 
$127,377 into local nonprofit initiatives that 
promote the well-being and full inclusion of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens in 
the greater Akron area. 

Currently, one cycle of grants is awarded annually 
with applications due Sept. 16.

Akron Art Museum 
$3,000

for a James Gobel painting that illustrates the 
pitfalls of stereotypes

Asian Services in Action Inc. 
$2,000

for an HIV/AIDS prevention program for 
Asian Americans

CASA Board Volunteer  
Association Inc. 
$1,790

for a training seminar for court advocates 
working with LGBT youth

Community Health Center 
$965

for staff training in identifying and treating 
addiction and mental health issues in the 
LGBT population

First Grace United Church of Christ 
$2,500

for Project CommUnity, an art project that 
records the personal narratives of LGBT 
individuals and then translates them into live 
theater performances

Friends of 91.3 
$3,500

for KIDJAM!, a children’s radio program  
that emphasizes anti-bullying messages

James Gobel

I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You Need, 2009

Felt, yarn, acrylic and rhinestones on canvas

Collection of the Akron Art Museum, purchased with funds from the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community Foundation, Steven P. 

Schmidt and Richard J. Krochka, and Museum Acquisition Fund

Fusion Magazine 
$3,000

to support the magazine, which strives to 
unify people of different backgrounds and 
orientations

Mobile Meals Inc. 
$1,250

for meals and supplements for LGBT 
individuals in greater Akron

Violet’s Cupboard Inc. 
$1,250 

for safer sex packets for people with HIV

Weathervane Community  
Playhouse Inc.  
$3,500

for the production of “Breaking the Code,” 
a play about Alan Turing, who helped secure 
a victory in World War II but was later 
prosecuted for his homosexuality

Western Reserve Public Media 
$3,680 

to broadcast “In The Life,” a monthly 
television series documenting the LGBT 
experience

GRANT AWARDEES PRIOR TO 2010

The  Gay  Communi ty
Endowment  Fund
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For more information, to donate 
online, or to subscribe to the quarterly 
“Reaching OUT” newsletter, visit:

 www.gaycommunityfund.org

Celebrating 55 years of building community philanthropy, Akron 
Community Foundation is a $126 million philanthropic endowment 
with a growing family of more than 350 funds. In 1955, a $1 million 
bequest from the estate of Edwin Shaw established the foundation, 
which works to improve the quality of life in greater Akron. It 
accepts charitable gifts and bequests from individuals, families, 
organizations and corporations committed to making a difference 
in the community for generations to come. To date, the foundation 
and its funds (including the Gay Community Endowment Fund) 
have awarded more than $90 million in grants to qualified nonprofit 
organizations. To learn more about Akron Community Foundation or 
its funds, call 330-376-8522 or visit www.akroncommunityfdn.org.

345 West Cedar Street    Akron, Ohio 44307-2407    330.376.8522

The mission of the GCEF is to encourage 

philanthropy that results in grant funding  

to nonprofit organizations and agencies  

in the greater Akron area that initiate 

and/or conduct programs or services 

that support or positively impact gay, 

lesbian, bisexual and transgender 

people and serve as a catalyst 

for full participation of LGBT 

people in our society. 

	Sugar Plum Tour (net of expenses)	30,811.90	

	Contributions, pledges, annual mtg tickets*	20,809.59

	Gain on investments	70,854.88

	

	Total revenue	$122,476.37		
	

			

	Grant awards – net	(26,435.00)

	Misc. fund expenses 
	(annual mtg, printing/promotion, website)	(5,272.57)	

	ACF administrative fees	(7,868.29)	

		

	Total expenses	($39,575.86)

	

	

	Net change in fund balance	$82,900.51	

	ADD: January 1, 2010 beginning fund balance	$584,380.58	

	

	Ending December 31, 2010 fund balance	$667,281.09

Gay Community Endowment Fund  
Annual Activity Statement

For the Period January 1, 2010 — December 31, 2010 Revenue

Expenses

A Message from the GCEF Advisory Board Chairman

“I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You 
Need” is the title of the work by James Gobel featured in 
this annual report and recently acquired by the Akron Art 
Museum with partial funding from the Gay Community 
Endowment Fund.  At first glance you may think, “What’s 
so gay about a robed and bearded lounge singer in an Iron 
Maiden T-shirt?”  That was my first question, too.

But Gobel depicts (and is an advocate for) a facet of gay 
identity known as the ‘bear,’ and his portraits celebrate the 
otherwise unappreciated sexuality and sensuality of husky, 
hirsute he-men. He has achieved international acclaim for 
portraits created through meticulous collage of felt, yarn, 
fabric, paint and rhinestones—with subtle visual clues about 
identity layered like patchwork. 

Last year, GCEF again provided grant funding to Fusion, the 
student-driven magazine that explores wide-ranging facets of 
gay identity: from transgender college students and openly 
gay clergy to women rugby players and bisexual coming out 
stories.  We funded HIV/AIDS outreach for Asian Americans 
and underwrote the performance of a play about a gay 
English mathematician and cryptographer. We made grants 
to better respond to addiction and mental health challenges 
and to assist LGBT youth in the court system. And that’s 
only a sampling of the grants we awarded for programs in 
the LGBT community.

Many of us are fond of that term: LGBT community. 

But are we one community? And is our community big 
enough to accept bears; bisexuals; lesbian moms; racial and 
economic differences; our trans men and women; our sisters 
and brothers who are HIV-positive or have AIDS; our next 
generation and the one that came before us; our math geeks, 
rugby players and theater queens; and the many allies who 
support us?

We talk a great deal about our quest for full equality, 
and as our donors know, the primary mission of the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund is to encourage philanthropy 
that will fund programs and services to further full 
participation of LGBT people in our society.  

For us to achieve these lofty goals, we must work to be 
one community, and we must respect and, dare I say, 
“appreciate” our differences. Our fifteen member volunteer 
board faces this challenge each year at our grant review 
meeting, where we consider, discuss and decide each funding 
request on its merits, while respecting that it is your money 
that we reinvest in the community.

Chances are, we’ll eventually fund a project with which you 
don’t agree, and we’ll periodically make a grant that some 
will find controversial. Most of our funding will lead to 

success stories, but sometimes a program will fail. But we 
hope you’ll trust that each of these grants helps grow the 
patchwork of community, and of equality, for all lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people.

In addition to grant-making, the GCEF enjoyed a year of 
economic recovery, new investment and fresh outreach 
opportunities.  Our 
investments returned over 
12%, and over $51,000 
in new contributions, 
pledges and fundraising 
income was added to the 
fund corpus. By year’s 
end, the fund balance  
was over $667,000.

Over 130 guests at our annual meeting welcomed United 
States Senator Sherrod Brown, who offered an impassioned 
keynote address about our path to equality. Later in the year, 
we celebrated “A Different Kind of Mother’s Day” for lesbian 
moms and took our first donor field trip to explore “I Feel 
Love,” an LGBT art exhibition at Progressive Corporation.  
We participated in CANAPI’s casual Day in the Sun pride 
event and Akron Community Foundation’s more buttoned-up 
affiliate fund educational session. In December, the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour spread our message to nearly 600 
attendees—a new tour record! 

The holiday season and year wrapped up with the generosity 
of over 40 donors who responded to Dr. Patricia Rubin’s 
extraordinary $10,000 challenge gift, made in her mother’s 
memory. In just six weeks, the 1:1 challenge was met.    

Collectively, as a community, we achieve so much more than 
we ever could individually. But many individuals deserve 
our thanks: Mary Kay and John Chlebina, for hosting and 
underwriting the magnificent Sugar Plum patron party; 
Kris Mikolajczyk and Mary Helen Wright for co-chairing; 
the other homeowners, sponsors, volunteers and attendees 
who played equally important roles; the GCEF board of 
trustees and the staff of Akron Community Foundation; 
the hard-working professionals and volunteers who run the 
organizations and programs we fund; and each and every 
donor to the GCEF.  Thank you for being the fabric,  
felt and rhinestones of our community.

Sincerely, 
Christopher Hixson 
Chair, GCEF Advisory Board

2010 Fundraising: SUGAR PLUM TOUR

The Gay Community Endowment Fund

Founded in 2001, the Gay Community Endowment Fund 
is a permanent philanthropic fund of Akron Community 
Foundation. The fund provides grants to organizations and 
agencies in the greater Akron area that initiate and/or conduct 
programs or services that support or positively impact lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people and serve as a catalyst 
for full participation of LGBT people in our society. 

The fund promotes philanthropy within the LGBT and  
allied communities.  

In 10 years, the fund has grown to nearly $700,000 through 
gifts, fundraising and bequests. The earned income from this 
balance is distributed through annual grant-making. 

The interest areas of the fund include organizations, programs 
and services benefiting LGBT youth, the arts, health issues, 
operational needs and programming with a connection to the 
mission of the fund. The fund prefers to support organizations 
in which a small grant can make a big difference.

In December, GCEF 
presented the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour 
of Gracious Homes, 
including a patron party 
at the home of Mary Kay 
and John Chlebina.

In August, GCEF donors enjoyed 
a private tour of the Progressive 
Insurance Corporation’s LGBT-themed 
art exhibition “I Feel Love,” followed by 
a casual dinner at Paladar Restaurant.

In January, GCEF donors 
welcomed United States Senator 
Sherrod Brown as guest speaker 
at the 2010 Annual Meeting. 

Jones Group  
	Interiors, Inc.

David Jesse &  
	Steven Williams

Dave Jursik &  
	Debbie Robinson

Diane Kovachik &  
	Jo Dangel

Clay & Nancy Rhinehart

Tim & Elizabeth Sheeler

Mark Williams

TRIAD Communications/ 
	Next Level Interactive

Incite Creative

Cogneato Interactive

Special thanks to 
Sugar Plum Tour 
co-chairs Kristine 
Mikolajczyk and 
Mary Helen Wright, 
home selection chair 
Eric Jones, and the 
50+ volunteers and 
committee members 
for their hard work.

The Ninth Annual Sugar Plum Tour of Gracious Homes welcomed 575 tourgoers and 187 Patron Party 
attendees into some of the area’s finest homes, lavishly decorated for the holidays. Thanks to the generosity of 
tourgoers, sponsors, homeowners and volunteers, the 2010 Sugar Plum Tour raised $30,811 after expenses.

Homeowners:

Mary Kay & John Chlebina,  
patron home

Rob Nelson

Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen

Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins

Fran & Ed Bittle

Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt

Tour Sponsors:

MAJOR SUGAR PLUMS

Bricco Restaurants -  
	David Glenny

Fifth Third Bank

Pilot Property Management - 
	Tia Stathopoulos-Butterworth

Summa Foundation 

GARLAND SPONSORS

Angel Falls  
Coffee Company - 
	Jim King & Rafael Oletta

Judge Jerry Larson

West Side Bakery - 
	Barb & Steve Talevich

Gervasi Vineyard - 
	Scott Swaldo &  
	Jeff Hicks

Lisa Akey

John Barrick &  
	Dan Wolfson

Todd Brown &  
	Todd Feemster

Marlene & Eric Czetli

In May, GCEF co-sponsored 
“A Different Kind of Mother’s 
Day” with writer Amy Miller 
at Weathervane Community 
Playhouse.

*Some contributions associated with the December 2010 Rubin Challenge Gift arrived in early January 2011 and are not reflected in this total.   
  These numbers are unaudited.

“What’s so gay about a robed 
and bearded lounge singer  
in an Iron Maiden T-shirt?”

$10,000
Dr. Patricia Rubin

$1,000-$4,999
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Bricco
Fifth Third Bank
James L. Helmuth
John S. and James L.  
	Knight Foundation,  
	directed by Mitchell Kahan
Margaret McBride
Pilot Property Management, LLC
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Richard Shirey
Summa Health System

$500-$999
Angel Falls Coffee Company Ltd.
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman &  
	Ruth Hotchkiss
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Diversity Alliance of  
	Stark County Inc
Judy McClelland
Victoria Sheppard &  
	Nancy Groves
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright

$250-$499
Anonymous
Lisa M. Akey
John Barrick & Dan Wolfson
Todd A. Brown, M.D. &  
	Todd R Feemster LT
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Ben Dieterich
Robert & Donae Eckert
Mark Williams
Jenee & Jennifer Garlando
Laura Gelfand
Gervasi Vineyard & Italian Bistro
Glenn Goldney
Lynda & Bill Grieves
Christopher Hixson &  
	Mitchell Kahan
Tom Hutchison
Jones Group Interiors, Inc.
Dave Jurcik & Debbie Robinson
Bill & Bernie Kiel
Christopher Kuhn
Gerald Larson
Kris Mikolajczyk
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Elizabeth & Tim Sheeler
Linda Sirak
Rod Wellman
The West Side Bakery
Steve Williams & David Jesse

$100-$249
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Anonymous
Julia & Bruce Bain
Dwite Barger
Claudia Bjerre
Nicoletta Bloodworth
Joanne Briggs, M.D.
Darrell & Margaret Cartwright
Rita & Todd Chambers
Al Ciraldo
Gerardo Cisneros
Charlene Clamp
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Marc D’Antonio & Robert Esseltine
Karen Daverio
Robert Devore
Ken Ditlevson
Deb Dobol
John Dukes

Ronald Forrer
John Francioso
Joan Gangle
Jenee Garlando
Gerri George
Jane Good
Mark Goodman & Norman 	
	Mallard
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
Mary Beth Harper
Richard & Tatiana Harris
Louise Kuhns Harvey
Jeff Hohman
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Rhonda Howell
Dana Humphreys
Ronald Imbrogno
Kenneth Imlay
Mary Ann Jackson
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Patricia A. Kemph
Bob Kish
Mary Anne Krejci
Jean Krieger
John & Grace Krochka
Andrew Kyprianou
Jim Lake
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
James F. Maguire Jr.
Holli Mallak
Neil & Barb Mann
Phil & Karen Marcinkoski
Matthew McCallum
Marie L. Morgan
Cheryl Morris
Cheryl Morse
Nancy Myers
Henry Pabian
Pauline J. Persons
Martha Peyak
James & Leslie Pickard
Tim Prinz
Helen Richter
Chris Rilling
Steven Schmidt & Richard Krochka
Peter Schofield
Laurie M. Schrank
H. Paul Schwitzgebel
Austin Seip
Mary Beth Siegfried
James S. Simon
Cynthia Snider
Frank Spinelli
Dave Stinson
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	Timothy Maynard
Matthew Tedrow
Caryl Tickner
Linda L. Trevorrow
Sarah Vradenburg
Wayside Furniture Inc.
Thomas Weber
David & Michele Whitehurst
Bob & Shari Whitfield
Mark Williams
The Woll Family
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler
Mary Yeager
David Young
Joseph & Debbie Zarconi

Under $100
Rod & Linda Atwood
Laura Austin
Susan Bailey-Pruc
Maureen Bain
Karen Barnes
Al & Donna Barracato
Battered Women’s Shelter

Cindy Beidler
Ronald  & Nancy Benko
Jennifer Bernzweig
Muge Bilgin
Jeff Bixby
Gerry Bowman
Tim & Kathleen Boyer
Jeannette Brewster
Lisa & Daniel Brickner
Todd A. Brown, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Bruno
Christine Burns
James  & Katie Carney
Katie Carney
Jennifer Cauffield
Irene Clark
Jim Connelly
Veronica Cordray
Jonathan Costlow
Susan Dale
Frank D’Angelo
Marc A. D’Antonio
Theresa Deboze
Judith Denardi
Trudy Diehl
Anthony Drevniak
Beth Drinan
Brenda Esposito
Denis & Barbara Feld
Brad Fellows
Alan Ferrall
Robyn Filing
Andrew Fligor
Eileen Francik
Kurt Geissler
Tom & Daralee Ghinder
David & Gina Giffels
Victoria Giovangnoli
Elaine Girard
Amanda Goff
Gold Clipper Magazine
Tony & Toby Gorant
Todd & Jennifer Grable
Wayne Greene &  
	Susan Switzer Greene
John & Mary Lou Grossmann
Sara Guerrero-Duby
Joy & Bruce Hagelin
Lee Hampton
Marcus Harris
Jessica Haydu
Marci Held
Brighid Hillmuth
Marsha Hintz
Joanne Hiscar
John & Tracie Holik
Lynnette Horn
James Hoskins
Christina Jarosch & Sandra Kurt
Tracy Jensen
David Jesse & Steven Williams
Sylvia Johnson
Christine Kelleher
Mary Kelly
Steve Kline
Kathy Lehr
Greg Leimeister
Carol Lengen
Annette Lucarelli
Sara Lucas
Melissa Lund
Eric Lutzo
Rowan Mactaggart
Lynne Malone
Lucretia Mandala
Tricia Mandala
Helen E. McCready
Dr. Lorraine A. McCue
Peter McDermott
Bruce & Kathleen McFarland
Becky Michael

Randy Miller
Allison Millham
Mary Mishler
Kelly Mocarski
Deborah Morsefield
John Mosier
Brenton Moyers
Patti Muster
Pam Novak
Heather Nuccio
Linda Nuosci
Chris H. Nussbaum
Janine Obee
Emily M. O’Brien
Brandy Olefir
Donna J. Osborn
Julie Pachta
Amy Palmiero
Donna Paola
C. M. Paringer
Sarah Partington
Melissa Paul
John Pazell
Raphael Peoples
Earl Pierson
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Thomas Pozza
Kelley Pozza-Adams
Kelly Price
Barbara Pryor
Dana Pulk Dickinson
Bonnie Ray
Margaret Reagan
Jean Riegler
Rick & Alita Rogers
David & Shirley Root
Mary Margaret Rowlands
Patricia C. Roy
Donna Rumenik
Helen Ryan-King
Becky Scaglione
Shane Scarbrough
Linda Scott
Scott Sella & Kevin Pribble
Lisa Shaheen
Laura Sheeks
Lynn Soquel & Barb Fisher
Cecilia Spalding
William Spence
Jane Startzman
Georgia & John Stathopoulos
Nancy Steed
Ron Stiltner
Nancy Stoller
Kathy Stutzman
Denise Taylor
Christine Thomas
Jennifer Towell
Susan Truby
Patricia A. Trudics
Wendy Turrell
Karen  Tuttle
Jill Ulrich
Mike Umpleby
Cheryl Urban
Pete Van Bohemen
Shelley Vitarisi
Carolyn Wagner
Theresa Waickman
Patricia Walker
Ellie Ward
Annie Warmbrodt
Joy Watts
Ann Lynn Wehener
Mrs. Mark Wernig
Charles Wetmore
Johnathan Willaman
Todd Wilson
Mary Witt
Ken Woods
Lyndy Zehner
Michael Zirnsak

Memorial/Tribute Gifts

Cynthia Christman 
In memory of 
Joy SanMarco

Denis & Barbara Feld 
In memory of 
Nancy Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick 
In memory of 
Brad Villers

Eric J. Jones 
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Al (Bud) Jurkoshek

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Carlla R. Shaw

Bob Kish	 
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Rod Wellman	 
In memory of 
Nancy McKenzie

Robert & Donae Eckert	 
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

Laura Gelfand	 
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick	
In honor of 
Dr. Steven P. Schmidt

In-Kind Contributions  
and Volunteers

Akron Art Museum
Jim Armstrong
Barry Artis
Fran & Ed Bittle
Bricco Restaurants
Emily Buerhle
CANAPI
Cascade Auto Group
Mary Kay & John Chlebina
ClearChannel Outdoor
Cogneato Interactive
Judith Cohodas
Linda Denton
Leandra Drumm Designs
Equality Ohio
Laura Gelfand
James Gobel
Connie Graven
Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen
Brianne Henderson
Brighid Hillmoth
Christopher Hixson
Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins
Incite Creative
Roberta Kleinman
Melissa Lund
Main Street Gourmet
Matt McCallum & Ben Manista
Dr. Becky McElfresh
Medline Industries
Kristine Mikolajczyk &  
	Annette Nicoloff
Moe’s Restaurant, Moe Schneider
Rob Nelson
Sharon Null
Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt
Papa Joe’s Restaurant
Larry Pentecost
Kevin Pribble & Scott Sella
Progressive Insurance Company
Margaret Reagan
Rosemary Reymann
Ken Rocco
Daniel Sernacola
A. Joshua Sims
Georgia & John Stathopoulos

Thomas Limousine
Triad Communications
Weathervane Playhouse
West Side Bakery
Johnathan Willaman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams & Brian Elter
Todd Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
Zeber-Martell Clay Studio
91.3 The Summit

Rubin Challenge

Our gratitude to Dr. Patricia 
Rubin for her $10,000 challenge 
gift in December 2010 and to the 
following donors who stepped up 
to the challenge:
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Ben Dieterich
Diversity Alliance of  
	Stark County Inc
Robert & Donae Eckert
Barbara Feld
Jeneé & Jennifer Garlando
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
James L. Helmuth
Rabbi David M. Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Bob Kish
Mitchell Kahan, 
	through the John S. and 
	James L. Knight Foundation
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
Judy McClelland
Anonymous
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Helen Richter
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Richard Shirey
Rod Wellman
The Woll Family
Bruce & Mary Helen Wright
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler

Individuals, businesses and foundations 
whose cumulative gifts or pledges to 
GCEF exceed $1,000

Sustaining Donors

$250,000+
Estate of Paul A. Daum

$25,000+
Gill Foundation

$10,000+	
Claudia Bjerre**
Prescott F. Griffith &  
	Joel R. Wolfgang**
Harry E. Jackson**
Patricia Rubin & Teresa Smith
Peter Schofield**

$7,500+
Christopher Hixson &  
	Mitchell Kahan*
John & Margaret McBride**

$5,000+
Bricco, David Glenny
Lisle M. Buckingham  
	Endowment Fund
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik*
Bruce G. Kriete (deceased)**
Fred Martin**

Dr. Steven P. Schmidt &  
	Rick Krochka*
Stephen C. White &  
	John J. Shea Jr.

$2,500+
Angel Falls Coffee Company,   
	Jim King & Rafael Oletta
Gerald & Patricia Barrett
Cathy Chapman*
John & Mary Kay Chlebina
John Grafton & Richard Worswick*
Eric J. Jones*
Judge Gerald Larson*
Pilot Property Management,  
	Tia Stathopoulos &  
	Jason Butterworth
Richard Shirey*
Studio W Interior Design Group 
Inc.

$1,000+
Adolph Optical Service Inc.
Lisa M. Akey
Allen Aircraft Products Inc.
Anonymous
William F. Bartolini*
Jeanne M. Bauhart*
Craig Benson
Fred & Laura Ruth Bidwell*
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Cynthia Christman &  
	Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Marc A. D’Antonio*
Judge Carol J. Dezso
Brian Elter
Fifth Third Bank
Matthew Frericks*
Dr. James D. & Gerri George
The Greenhouse, Gregg Lauck
Mary Beth Harper
Thomas Heggen
James L. Helmuth*
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Howard Hanna Real Estate
Dana Humphreys
Tom Hutchison
Dr. John & Mrs. Sheila Hutzler
Joseph F. Jadick &  
	John G. Robertson*
Jeter Systems Corporation
Donald Keith*
Katherine’s Collection,  
	Katherine & Wayne Kleski
Judy McClelland
Brian McGuire & Joe Haban II*
Kris Mikolajczyk & Annette Nicoloff
Julius Nemeth Charitable Trust
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Robert Renner*
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Harry Roth & Joseph Burian*
Eva Salem
Steve & Eileen Schonfeld
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros*	
James S. Simon	
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	Timothy Maynard*
Summa Health System
Scott Swaldo & Jeff Hicks*
Caryl Tickner
John Vandever & Dwite Barger
Rod Wellman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams
Elizabeth Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
James Zwisler & Gary Zeller*

Charitable Remainder  
Trust Donor
Walter Sheppe

2010 Gay Community Endowment Fund Donors

	**Original Cornerstone Level Donor     *Original Founding Level Donor



donate online

2010 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		Term Ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	2012 
chair	
John Grafton	2011
Eric Jones	2011
Jim Pickard	2011
Steven Schmidt, PhD	2011
Mary Helen Wright	2011
Cynthia Christman	2012
Rick Krochka	2012
Christine Mikolajczyk	2012
Peter Schofield	2012
Jeneé Garlando	2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	2013
Diane Kovachik	2013
Judy McClelland	2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	2013

2011 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		Term ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	2012 
chair
John Grafton*	2012
Cynthia Christman	2012
Rick Krochka	2012
Peter Schofield	2012
Jeneé Garlando	2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	2013
Diane Kovachik	2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	2013
David Jesse	2014
Eric Jones	2014
Jim Pickard	2014
Steven Schmidt, PhD	2014
Mary Helen Wright	2014

*John Grafton will complete  
the remaining term of  
Kris Mikolajczyk. One seat  
is currently unfilled.

AKRON COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION
John T. Petures, Jr. 
President & CEO

Staff
Dr. Suzanne Allen, Ph.D. 
Vice President, Development

Melina Boyce 
Donor Services Associate

Tina Boyes  
Vice President, Communications

Donae Eckert 
Vice President, Community Investment

Dennis Jansky 
Controller

Chris Miller 
Director, Akron Digital Media Center

Kristen Mooney 
Communications Associate

Kim Nott 
Grants Administrator

De Shawn Pickett 
Administrative Assistant

Steve Schloenbach 
Vice President, Finance

Diane Schumaker 
Donor Services Officer

Emily Watanabe 
Community Investment Officer

2009 Gay 
Community 
Endowment 
Fund Advisory 
Board

Methods of Giving

Cash

Cash gifts generally qualify for the maximum allowable income tax deduction.  
Checks should be made payable to the Gay Community Endowment Fund.

Recurring Credit Card Donation

Ongoing credit or debit card donations billed either monthly or quarterly make giving 
easy and automatic.

Securities or Real Estate

When securities or real estate have been held for the required long-term capital  
gains holding period and then are gifted to the fund, the donor can usually deduct  
the full fair market value as a charitable contribution and avoid capital gains tax on 
the appreciation.

Charitable Remainder Trusts

Deferred gifts may be made to the fund in the form of charitable remainder trusts 
that pay a lifetime annuity to the donor, with all assets and income going to the fund 
at the donor’s death.

Charitable Lead Trusts

Conversely, a donor may create an immediate annuity interest for the fund for a 
period of years, with the remainder interest returning to the donor or (with the proper 
estate planning) passing to children or grandchildren.

Life Insurance

By assigning ownership to the fund, the donor may receive an immediate charitable 
income-tax deduction in the amount of the policy’s present value. All premium 
payments made by the donor thereafter will also be deductible, and the full face value 
of the policy will be removed from the donor’s estate.

Bequests

This is probably the simplest and most common form of planned giving. Bequests to 
the fund are entirely free from federal excise tax and can, therefore, offer substantial 
estate savings.

Pooled Income Fund

A donor may make a minimum contribution of 
 $
5,000 and receive a pro rata share 

of the fund’s income. Upon the death of the donor or other designated beneficiary, 
the remainder of the charitable gift is transferred to the fund.

IRA Rollover

Through Dec. 31, 2011, seniors age 70 ½ and above can transfer up to $100,000 
from their IRAs to GCEF without it first being counted as income. Not only does this 
benefit the fund, but it may also decrease the donor’s state and federal taxes.  
Call Suzanne Allen at 330-376-8522 to learn more.

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community 
Foundation welcomes gifts in any amount from individuals, 
families, businesses and organizations. Consult your tax advisor  
to determine the best method of giving for you.

www.gaycommunityfund.org
2009 

Battered Women’s Shelter 

CASA Board Volunteer 
Association

Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions 

Community AIDS Network 

Fusion Magazine

The University of Akron 
Women’s Studies Department

Violet’s Cupboard

Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2008

Akron Area Pride Collective

Akron Art Museum 

Akron PFLAG 

Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center of Akron 

Community AIDS Network

Equality Ohio  
Education Fund

First Grace United  
Church of Christ

Fusion Magazine 

2007

Akron AIDS Collaborative

Akron Area  
Pride Collective

Fusion Magazine

Rape Crisis Center

The University of Akron, 
Archives of American 
Psychology 

University of  
Akron Foundation

2006

Fusion Magazine

Portage Path Community 
Mental Health Center

Violet’s Cupboard/ 
Community AIDS Network

2005

Battered Women’s Shelter
Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions, Inc.
The University of Akron 
Foundation
Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2010 Grants of the Gay Community Endowment Fund

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of 
Akron Community Foundation awarded grants 
totaling $26,435 to 11 greater Akron nonprofit 
organizations. This latest round of grants was 
ratified by Akron Community Foundation’s board 
on Friday, Nov. 19, 2010 at its quarterly meeting.

“Our fund put a special emphasis on media 
and arts programs this year,” said GCEF Chair 
Christopher Hixson. “We feel that accurate 
depictions of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community in the media help 
combat bullying, bigotry and intolerance.” 

Grants were awarded to projects promoting 
tolerance and equality in public radio and 
television, as well as print media, theater and the 
visual arts. Other grants focused on youth, social 
services and HIV/AIDS prevention.  

Since awarding its first grants in 2005, the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund has reinvested 
$127,377 into local nonprofit initiatives that 
promote the well-being and full inclusion of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens in 
the greater Akron area. 

Currently, one cycle of grants is awarded annually 
with applications due Sept. 16.

Akron Art Museum 
$3,000

for a James Gobel painting that illustrates the 
pitfalls of stereotypes

Asian Services in Action Inc. 
$2,000

for an HIV/AIDS prevention program for 
Asian Americans

CASA Board Volunteer  
Association Inc. 
$1,790

for a training seminar for court advocates 
working with LGBT youth

Community Health Center 
$965

for staff training in identifying and treating 
addiction and mental health issues in the 
LGBT population

First Grace United Church of Christ 
$2,500

for Project CommUnity, an art project that 
records the personal narratives of LGBT 
individuals and then translates them into live 
theater performances

Friends of 91.3 
$3,500

for KIDJAM!, a children’s radio program  
that emphasizes anti-bullying messages

James Gobel

I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You Need, 2009

Felt, yarn, acrylic and rhinestones on canvas

Collection of the Akron Art Museum, purchased with funds from the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community Foundation, Steven P. 

Schmidt and Richard J. Krochka, and Museum Acquisition Fund

Fusion Magazine 
$3,000

to support the magazine, which strives to 
unify people of different backgrounds and 
orientations

Mobile Meals Inc. 
$1,250

for meals and supplements for LGBT 
individuals in greater Akron

Violet’s Cupboard Inc. 
$1,250 

for safer sex packets for people with HIV

Weathervane Community  
Playhouse Inc.  
$3,500

for the production of “Breaking the Code,” 
a play about Alan Turing, who helped secure 
a victory in World War II but was later 
prosecuted for his homosexuality

Western Reserve Public Media 
$3,680 

to broadcast “In The Life,” a monthly 
television series documenting the LGBT 
experience

GRANT AWARDEES PRIOR TO 2010

The Gay Community
Endowment Fund
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For more information, to donate 
online, or to subscribe to the quarterly 
“Reaching OUT” newsletter, visit:

 www.gaycommunityfund.org

Celebrating 55 years of building community philanthropy, Akron 
Community Foundation is a $126 million philanthropic endowment 
with a growing family of more than 350 funds. In 1955, a $1 million 
bequest from the estate of Edwin Shaw established the foundation, 
which works to improve the quality of life in greater Akron. It 
accepts charitable gifts and bequests from individuals, families, 
organizations and corporations committed to making a difference 
in the community for generations to come. To date, the foundation 
and its funds (including the Gay Community Endowment Fund) 
have awarded more than $90 million in grants to qualified nonprofit 
organizations. To learn more about Akron Community Foundation or 
its funds, call 330-376-8522 or visit www.akroncommunityfdn.org.

345 West Cedar Street    Akron, Ohio 44307-2407    330.376.8522

The mission of the GCEF is to encourage 

philanthropy that results in grant funding  

to nonprofit organizations and agencies  

in the greater Akron area that initiate 

and/or conduct programs or services 

that support or positively impact gay, 

lesbian, bisexual and transgender 

people and serve as a catalyst 

for full participation of LGBT 

people in our society. 

	 Sugar Plum Tour (net of expenses)	 30,811.90	

	 Contributions, pledges, annual mtg tickets*	 20,809.59

	 Gain on investments	 70,854.88

	

	 Total revenue	 $122,476.37		
	

			 

	 Grant awards – net	 (26,435.00)

	 Misc. fund expenses 
	 (annual mtg, printing/promotion, website)	 (5,272.57)	

	 ACF administrative fees	 (7,868.29)	

		

	 Total expenses	 ($39,575.86)

	

	

	 Net change in fund balance	 $82,900.51	

	 ADD: January 1, 2010 beginning fund balance	 $584,380.58	

	

	 Ending December 31, 2010 fund balance	 $667,281.09

Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund  
Annual  Act i v i t y  S tatement

For the Period January 1, 2010 — December 31, 2010Re venue

Ex penses

A  Message  f rom the  GCEF  Adv i sory  Board  Cha i rman

“I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You 
Need” is the title of the work by James Gobel featured in 
this annual report and recently acquired by the Akron Art 
Museum with partial funding from the Gay Community 
Endowment Fund.  At first glance you may think, “What’s 
so gay about a robed and bearded lounge singer in an Iron 
Maiden T-shirt?”  That was my first question, too.

But Gobel depicts (and is an advocate for) a facet of gay 
identity known as the ‘bear,’ and his portraits celebrate the 
otherwise unappreciated sexuality and sensuality of husky, 
hirsute he-men. He has achieved international acclaim for 
portraits created through meticulous collage of felt, yarn, 
fabric, paint and rhinestones—with subtle visual clues about 
identity layered like patchwork. 

Last year, GCEF again provided grant funding to Fusion, the 
student-driven magazine that explores wide-ranging facets of 
gay identity: from transgender college students and openly 
gay clergy to women rugby players and bisexual coming out 
stories.  We funded HIV/AIDS outreach for Asian Americans 
and underwrote the performance of a play about a gay 
English mathematician and cryptographer. We made grants 
to better respond to addiction and mental health challenges 
and to assist LGBT youth in the court system. And that’s 
only a sampling of the grants we awarded for programs in 
the LGBT community.

Many of us are fond of that term: LGBT community. 

But are we one community? And is our community big 
enough to accept bears; bisexuals; lesbian moms; racial and 
economic differences; our trans men and women; our sisters 
and brothers who are HIV-positive or have AIDS; our next 
generation and the one that came before us; our math geeks, 
rugby players and theater queens; and the many allies who 
support us?

We talk a great deal about our quest for full equality, 
and as our donors know, the primary mission of the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund is to encourage philanthropy 
that will fund programs and services to further full 
participation of LGBT people in our society.  

For us to achieve these lofty goals, we must work to be 
one community, and we must respect and, dare I say, 
“appreciate” our differences. Our fifteen member volunteer 
board faces this challenge each year at our grant review 
meeting, where we consider, discuss and decide each funding 
request on its merits, while respecting that it is your money 
that we reinvest in the community.

Chances are, we’ll eventually fund a project with which you 
don’t agree, and we’ll periodically make a grant that some 
will find controversial. Most of our funding will lead to 

success stories, but sometimes a program will fail. But we 
hope you’ll trust that each of these grants helps grow the 
patchwork of community, and of equality, for all lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people.

In addition to grant-making, the GCEF enjoyed a year of 
economic recovery, new investment and fresh outreach 
opportunities.  Our 
investments returned over 
12%, and over $51,000 
in new contributions, 
pledges and fundraising 
income was added to the 
fund corpus. By year’s 
end, the fund balance  
was over $667,000.

Over 130 guests at our annual meeting welcomed United 
States Senator Sherrod Brown, who offered an impassioned 
keynote address about our path to equality. Later in the year, 
we celebrated “A Different Kind of Mother’s Day” for lesbian 
moms and took our first donor field trip to explore “I Feel 
Love,” an LGBT art exhibition at Progressive Corporation.  
We participated in CANAPI’s casual Day in the Sun pride 
event and Akron Community Foundation’s more buttoned-up 
affiliate fund educational session. In December, the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour spread our message to nearly 600 
attendees—a new tour record! 

The holiday season and year wrapped up with the generosity 
of over 40 donors who responded to Dr. Patricia Rubin’s 
extraordinary $10,000 challenge gift, made in her mother’s 
memory. In just six weeks, the 1:1 challenge was met.    

Collectively, as a community, we achieve so much more than 
we ever could individually. But many individuals deserve 
our thanks: Mary Kay and John Chlebina, for hosting and 
underwriting the magnificent Sugar Plum patron party; 
Kris Mikolajczyk and Mary Helen Wright for co-chairing; 
the other homeowners, sponsors, volunteers and attendees 
who played equally important roles; the GCEF board of 
trustees and the staff of Akron Community Foundation; 
the hard-working professionals and volunteers who run the 
organizations and programs we fund; and each and every 
donor to the GCEF.  Thank you for being the fabric,  
felt and rhinestones of our community.

Sincerely, 
Christopher Hixson 
Chair, GCEF Advisory Board

2010  Fundra i s ing:  SUGAR  PLUM  TOUR

The  Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund

Founded in 2001, the Gay Community Endowment Fund 
is a permanent philanthropic fund of Akron Community 
Foundation. The fund provides grants to organizations and 
agencies in the greater Akron area that initiate and/or conduct 
programs or services that support or positively impact lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people and serve as a catalyst 
for full participation of LGBT people in our society. 

The fund promotes philanthropy within the LGBT and  
allied communities.  

In 10 years, the fund has grown to nearly $700,000 through 
gifts, fundraising and bequests. The earned income from this 
balance is distributed through annual grant-making. 

The interest areas of the fund include organizations, programs 
and services benefiting LGBT youth, the arts, health issues, 
operational needs and programming with a connection to the 
mission of the fund. The fund prefers to support organizations 
in which a small grant can make a big difference.

In December, GCEF 
presented the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour 
of Gracious Homes, 
including a patron party 
at the home of Mary Kay 
and John Chlebina.

In August, GCEF donors enjoyed 
a private tour of the Progressive 
Insurance Corporation’s LGBT-themed 
art exhibition “I Feel Love,” followed by 
a casual dinner at Paladar Restaurant.

In January, GCEF donors 
welcomed United States Senator 
Sherrod Brown as guest speaker 
at the 2010 Annual Meeting. 

Jones Group  
	 Interiors, Inc.

David Jesse &  
	 Steven Williams

Dave Jursik &  
	 Debbie Robinson

Diane Kovachik &  
	 Jo Dangel

Clay & Nancy Rhinehart

Tim & Elizabeth Sheeler

Mark Williams

TRIAD Communications/ 
	 Next Level Interactive

Incite Creative

Cogneato Interactive

Special thanks to 
Sugar Plum Tour 
co-chairs Kristine 
Mikolajczyk and 
Mary Helen Wright, 
home selection chair 
Eric Jones, and the 
50+ volunteers and 
committee members 
for their hard work.

The Ninth Annual Sugar Plum Tour of Gracious Homes welcomed 575 tourgoers and 187 Patron Party 
attendees into some of the area’s finest homes, lavishly decorated for the holidays. Thanks to the generosity of 
tourgoers, sponsors, homeowners and volunteers, the 2010 Sugar Plum Tour raised $30,811 after expenses.

Homeowners:

Mary Kay & John Chlebina,  
patron home

Rob Nelson

Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen

Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins

Fran & Ed Bittle

Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt

Tour Sponsors:

MAJOR SUGAR PLUMS

Bricco Restaurants -  
	 David Glenny

Fifth Third Bank

Pilot Property Management - 
	 Tia Stathopoulos-Butterworth

Summa Foundation 

GARLAND SPONSORS

Angel Falls  
Coffee Company - 
	 Jim King & Rafael Oletta

Judge Jerry Larson

West Side Bakery - 
	 Barb & Steve Talevich

Gervasi Vineyard - 
	 Scott Swaldo &  
	 Jeff Hicks

Lisa Akey

John Barrick &  
	 Dan Wolfson

Todd Brown &  
	 Todd Feemster

Marlene & Eric Czetli

In May, GCEF co-sponsored 
“A Different Kind of Mother’s 
Day” with writer Amy Miller 
at Weathervane Community 
Playhouse.

*Some contributions associated with the December 2010 Rubin Challenge Gift arrived in early January 2011 and are not reflected in this total.   
  These numbers are unaudited.

“What’s so gay about a robed 
and bearded lounge singer  
in an Iron Maiden T-shirt?”

$10,000
Dr. Patricia Rubin

$1,000-$4,999
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Bricco
Fifth Third Bank
James L. Helmuth
John S. and James L.  
	 Knight Foundation,  
	 directed by Mitchell Kahan
Margaret McBride
Pilot Property Management, LLC
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Richard Shirey
Summa Health System

$500-$999
Angel Falls Coffee Company Ltd.
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman &  
	 Ruth Hotchkiss
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Diversity Alliance of  
	 Stark County Inc
Judy McClelland
Victoria Sheppard &  
	 Nancy Groves
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright

$250-$499
Anonymous
Lisa M. Akey
John Barrick & Dan Wolfson
Todd A. Brown, M.D. &  
	 Todd R Feemster LT
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Ben Dieterich
Robert & Donae Eckert
Mark Williams
Jenee & Jennifer Garlando
Laura Gelfand
Gervasi Vineyard & Italian Bistro
Glenn Goldney
Lynda & Bill Grieves
Christopher Hixson &  
	 Mitchell Kahan
Tom Hutchison
Jones Group Interiors, Inc.
Dave Jurcik & Debbie Robinson
Bill & Bernie Kiel
Christopher Kuhn
Gerald Larson
Kris Mikolajczyk
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Elizabeth & Tim Sheeler
Linda Sirak
Rod Wellman
The West Side Bakery
Steve Williams & David Jesse

$100-$249
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Anonymous
Julia & Bruce Bain
Dwite Barger
Claudia Bjerre
Nicoletta Bloodworth
Joanne Briggs, M.D.
Darrell & Margaret Cartwright
Rita & Todd Chambers
Al Ciraldo
Gerardo Cisneros
Charlene Clamp
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Marc D’Antonio & Robert Esseltine
Karen Daverio
Robert Devore
Ken Ditlevson
Deb Dobol
John Dukes

Ronald Forrer
John Francioso
Joan Gangle
Jenee Garlando
Gerri George
Jane Good
Mark Goodman & Norman 	
	 Mallard
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
Mary Beth Harper
Richard & Tatiana Harris
Louise Kuhns Harvey
Jeff Hohman
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Rhonda Howell
Dana Humphreys
Ronald Imbrogno
Kenneth Imlay
Mary Ann Jackson
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Patricia A. Kemph
Bob Kish
Mary Anne Krejci
Jean Krieger
John & Grace Krochka
Andrew Kyprianou
Jim Lake
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
James F. Maguire Jr.
Holli Mallak
Neil & Barb Mann
Phil & Karen Marcinkoski
Matthew McCallum
Marie L. Morgan
Cheryl Morris
Cheryl Morse
Nancy Myers
Henry Pabian
Pauline J. Persons
Martha Peyak
James & Leslie Pickard
Tim Prinz
Helen Richter
Chris Rilling
Steven Schmidt & Richard Krochka
Peter Schofield
Laurie M. Schrank
H. Paul Schwitzgebel
Austin Seip
Mary Beth Siegfried
James S. Simon
Cynthia Snider
Frank Spinelli
Dave Stinson
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	 Timothy Maynard
Matthew Tedrow
Caryl Tickner
Linda L. Trevorrow
Sarah Vradenburg
Wayside Furniture Inc.
Thomas Weber
David & Michele Whitehurst
Bob & Shari Whitfield
Mark Williams
The Woll Family
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler
Mary Yeager
David Young
Joseph & Debbie Zarconi

Under $100
Rod & Linda Atwood
Laura Austin
Susan Bailey-Pruc
Maureen Bain
Karen Barnes
Al & Donna Barracato
Battered Women’s Shelter

Cindy Beidler
Ronald  & Nancy Benko
Jennifer Bernzweig
Muge Bilgin
Jeff Bixby
Gerry Bowman
Tim & Kathleen Boyer
Jeannette Brewster
Lisa & Daniel Brickner
Todd A. Brown, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Bruno
Christine Burns
James  & Katie Carney
Katie Carney
Jennifer Cauffield
Irene Clark
Jim Connelly
Veronica Cordray
Jonathan Costlow
Susan Dale
Frank D’Angelo
Marc A. D’Antonio
Theresa Deboze
Judith Denardi
Trudy Diehl
Anthony Drevniak
Beth Drinan
Brenda Esposito
Denis & Barbara Feld
Brad Fellows
Alan Ferrall
Robyn Filing
Andrew Fligor
Eileen Francik
Kurt Geissler
Tom & Daralee Ghinder
David & Gina Giffels
Victoria Giovangnoli
Elaine Girard
Amanda Goff
Gold Clipper Magazine
Tony & Toby Gorant
Todd & Jennifer Grable
Wayne Greene &  
	 Susan Switzer Greene
John & Mary Lou Grossmann
Sara Guerrero-Duby
Joy & Bruce Hagelin
Lee Hampton
Marcus Harris
Jessica Haydu
Marci Held
Brighid Hillmuth
Marsha Hintz
Joanne Hiscar
John & Tracie Holik
Lynnette Horn
James Hoskins
Christina Jarosch & Sandra Kurt
Tracy Jensen
David Jesse & Steven Williams
Sylvia Johnson
Christine Kelleher
Mary Kelly
Steve Kline
Kathy Lehr
Greg Leimeister
Carol Lengen
Annette Lucarelli
Sara Lucas
Melissa Lund
Eric Lutzo
Rowan Mactaggart
Lynne Malone
Lucretia Mandala
Tricia Mandala
Helen E. McCready
Dr. Lorraine A. McCue
Peter McDermott
Bruce & Kathleen McFarland
Becky Michael

Randy Miller
Allison Millham
Mary Mishler
Kelly Mocarski
Deborah Morsefield
John Mosier
Brenton Moyers
Patti Muster
Pam Novak
Heather Nuccio
Linda Nuosci
Chris H. Nussbaum
Janine Obee
Emily M. O’Brien
Brandy Olefir
Donna J. Osborn
Julie Pachta
Amy Palmiero
Donna Paola
C. M. Paringer
Sarah Partington
Melissa Paul
John Pazell
Raphael Peoples
Earl Pierson
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Thomas Pozza
Kelley Pozza-Adams
Kelly Price
Barbara Pryor
Dana Pulk Dickinson
Bonnie Ray
Margaret Reagan
Jean Riegler
Rick & Alita Rogers
David & Shirley Root
Mary Margaret Rowlands
Patricia C. Roy
Donna Rumenik
Helen Ryan-King
Becky Scaglione
Shane Scarbrough
Linda Scott
Scott Sella & Kevin Pribble
Lisa Shaheen
Laura Sheeks
Lynn Soquel & Barb Fisher
Cecilia Spalding
William Spence
Jane Startzman
Georgia & John Stathopoulos
Nancy Steed
Ron Stiltner
Nancy Stoller
Kathy Stutzman
Denise Taylor
Christine Thomas
Jennifer Towell
Susan Truby
Patricia A. Trudics
Wendy Turrell
Karen  Tuttle
Jill Ulrich
Mike Umpleby
Cheryl Urban
Pete Van Bohemen
Shelley Vitarisi
Carolyn Wagner
Theresa Waickman
Patricia Walker
Ellie Ward
Annie Warmbrodt
Joy Watts
Ann Lynn Wehener
Mrs. Mark Wernig
Charles Wetmore
Johnathan Willaman
Todd Wilson
Mary Witt
Ken Woods
Lyndy Zehner
Michael Zirnsak

Memorial/Tribute Gifts

Cynthia Christman 
In memory of 
Joy SanMarco

Denis & Barbara Feld 
In memory of 
Nancy Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick 
In memory of 
Brad Villers

Eric J. Jones 
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Al (Bud) Jurkoshek

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Carlla R. Shaw

Bob Kish	  
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Rod Wellman	  
In memory of 
Nancy McKenzie

Robert & Donae Eckert	  
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

Laura Gelfand	  
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick	
In honor of 
Dr. Steven P. Schmidt

In-Kind Contributions  
and Volunteers

Akron Art Museum
Jim Armstrong
Barry Artis
Fran & Ed Bittle
Bricco Restaurants
Emily Buerhle
CANAPI
Cascade Auto Group
Mary Kay & John Chlebina
ClearChannel Outdoor
Cogneato Interactive
Judith Cohodas
Linda Denton
Leandra Drumm Designs
Equality Ohio
Laura Gelfand
James Gobel
Connie Graven
Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen
Brianne Henderson
Brighid Hillmoth
Christopher Hixson
Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins
Incite Creative
Roberta Kleinman
Melissa Lund
Main Street Gourmet
Matt McCallum & Ben Manista
Dr. Becky McElfresh
Medline Industries
Kristine Mikolajczyk &  
	 Annette Nicoloff
Moe’s Restaurant, Moe Schneider
Rob Nelson
Sharon Null
Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt
Papa Joe’s Restaurant
Larry Pentecost
Kevin Pribble & Scott Sella
Progressive Insurance Company
Margaret Reagan
Rosemary Reymann
Ken Rocco
Daniel Sernacola
A. Joshua Sims
Georgia & John Stathopoulos

Thomas Limousine
Triad Communications
Weathervane Playhouse
West Side Bakery
Johnathan Willaman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams & Brian Elter
Todd Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
Zeber-Martell Clay Studio
91.3 The Summit

Rubin Challenge

Our gratitude to Dr. Patricia 
Rubin for her $10,000 challenge 
gift in December 2010 and to the 
following donors who stepped up 
to the challenge:
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Ben Dieterich
Diversity Alliance of  
	 Stark County Inc
Robert & Donae Eckert
Barbara Feld
Jeneé & Jennifer Garlando
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
James L. Helmuth
Rabbi David M. Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Bob Kish
Mitchell Kahan, 
	 through the John S. and 
	 James L. Knight Foundation
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
Judy McClelland
Anonymous
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Helen Richter
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Richard Shirey
Rod Wellman
The Woll Family
Bruce & Mary Helen Wright
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler

Individuals, businesses and foundations 
whose cumulative gifts or pledges to 
GCEF exceed $1,000

Sustaining Donors

$250,000+
Estate of Paul A. Daum

$25,000+
Gill Foundation

$10,000+	
Claudia Bjerre**
Prescott F. Griffith &  
	 Joel R. Wolfgang**
Harry E. Jackson**
Patricia Rubin & Teresa Smith
Peter Schofield**

$7,500+
Christopher Hixson &  
	 Mitchell Kahan*
John & Margaret McBride**

$5,000+
Bricco, David Glenny
Lisle M. Buckingham  
	 Endowment Fund
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik*
Bruce G. Kriete (deceased)**
Fred Martin**

Dr. Steven P. Schmidt &  
	 Rick Krochka*
Stephen C. White &  
	 John J. Shea Jr.

$2,500+
Angel Falls Coffee Company,   
	 Jim King & Rafael Oletta
Gerald & Patricia Barrett
Cathy Chapman*
John & Mary Kay Chlebina
John Grafton & Richard Worswick*
Eric J. Jones*
Judge Gerald Larson*
Pilot Property Management,  
	 Tia Stathopoulos &  
	 Jason Butterworth
Richard Shirey*
Studio W Interior Design Group 
Inc.

$1,000+
Adolph Optical Service Inc.
Lisa M. Akey
Allen Aircraft Products Inc.
Anonymous
William F. Bartolini*
Jeanne M. Bauhart*
Craig Benson
Fred & Laura Ruth Bidwell*
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Cynthia Christman &  
	 Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Marc A. D’Antonio*
Judge Carol J. Dezso
Brian Elter
Fifth Third Bank
Matthew Frericks*
Dr. James D. & Gerri George
The Greenhouse, Gregg Lauck
Mary Beth Harper
Thomas Heggen
James L. Helmuth*
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Howard Hanna Real Estate
Dana Humphreys
Tom Hutchison
Dr. John & Mrs. Sheila Hutzler
Joseph F. Jadick &  
	 John G. Robertson*
Jeter Systems Corporation
Donald Keith*
Katherine’s Collection,  
	 Katherine & Wayne Kleski
Judy McClelland
Brian McGuire & Joe Haban II*
Kris Mikolajczyk & Annette Nicoloff
Julius Nemeth Charitable Trust
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Robert Renner*
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Harry Roth & Joseph Burian*
Eva Salem
Steve & Eileen Schonfeld
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros*	
James S. Simon	
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	 Timothy Maynard*
Summa Health System
Scott Swaldo & Jeff Hicks*
Caryl Tickner
John Vandever & Dwite Barger
Rod Wellman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams
Elizabeth Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
James Zwisler & Gary Zeller*

Charitable Remainder  
Trust Donor
Walter Sheppe

2010  Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund  Donors

	**Original Cornerstone Level Donor     *Original Founding Level Donor



donate online

2010 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		Term Ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	2012 
chair	
John Grafton	2011
Eric Jones	2011
Jim Pickard	2011
Steven Schmidt, PhD	2011
Mary Helen Wright	2011
Cynthia Christman	2012
Rick Krochka	2012
Christine Mikolajczyk	2012
Peter Schofield	2012
Jeneé Garlando	2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	2013
Diane Kovachik	2013
Judy McClelland	2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	2013

2011 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		Term ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	2012 
chair
John Grafton*	2012
Cynthia Christman	2012
Rick Krochka	2012
Peter Schofield	2012
Jeneé Garlando	2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	2013
Diane Kovachik	2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	2013
David Jesse	2014
Eric Jones	2014
Jim Pickard	2014
Steven Schmidt, PhD	2014
Mary Helen Wright	2014

*John Grafton will complete  
the remaining term of  
Kris Mikolajczyk. One seat  
is currently unfilled.

AKRON COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION
John T. Petures, Jr. 
President & CEO

Staff
Dr. Suzanne Allen, Ph.D. 
Vice President, Development

Melina Boyce 
Donor Services Associate

Tina Boyes  
Vice President, Communications

Donae Eckert 
Vice President, Community Investment

Dennis Jansky 
Controller

Chris Miller 
Director, Akron Digital Media Center

Kristen Mooney 
Communications Associate

Kim Nott 
Grants Administrator

De Shawn Pickett 
Administrative Assistant

Steve Schloenbach 
Vice President, Finance

Diane Schumaker 
Donor Services Officer

Emily Watanabe 
Community Investment Officer

2009 Gay 
Community 
Endowment 
Fund Advisory 
Board

Methods of Giving

Cash

Cash gifts generally qualify for the maximum allowable income tax deduction.  
Checks should be made payable to the Gay Community Endowment Fund.

Recurring Credit Card Donation

Ongoing credit or debit card donations billed either monthly or quarterly make giving 
easy and automatic.

Securities or Real Estate

When securities or real estate have been held for the required long-term capital  
gains holding period and then are gifted to the fund, the donor can usually deduct  
the full fair market value as a charitable contribution and avoid capital gains tax on 
the appreciation.

Charitable Remainder Trusts

Deferred gifts may be made to the fund in the form of charitable remainder trusts 
that pay a lifetime annuity to the donor, with all assets and income going to the fund 
at the donor’s death.

Charitable Lead Trusts

Conversely, a donor may create an immediate annuity interest for the fund for a 
period of years, with the remainder interest returning to the donor or (with the proper 
estate planning) passing to children or grandchildren.

Life Insurance

By assigning ownership to the fund, the donor may receive an immediate charitable 
income-tax deduction in the amount of the policy’s present value. All premium 
payments made by the donor thereafter will also be deductible, and the full face value 
of the policy will be removed from the donor’s estate.

Bequests

This is probably the simplest and most common form of planned giving. Bequests to 
the fund are entirely free from federal excise tax and can, therefore, offer substantial 
estate savings.

Pooled Income Fund

A donor may make a minimum contribution of 
 $
5,000 and receive a pro rata share 

of the fund’s income. Upon the death of the donor or other designated beneficiary, 
the remainder of the charitable gift is transferred to the fund.

IRA Rollover

Through Dec. 31, 2011, seniors age 70 ½ and above can transfer up to $100,000 
from their IRAs to GCEF without it first being counted as income. Not only does this 
benefit the fund, but it may also decrease the donor’s state and federal taxes.  
Call Suzanne Allen at 330-376-8522 to learn more.

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community 
Foundation welcomes gifts in any amount from individuals, 
families, businesses and organizations. Consult your tax advisor  
to determine the best method of giving for you.

www.gaycommunityfund.org
2009 

Battered Women’s Shelter 

CASA Board Volunteer 
Association

Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions 

Community AIDS Network 

Fusion Magazine

The University of Akron 
Women’s Studies Department

Violet’s Cupboard

Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2008

Akron Area Pride Collective

Akron Art Museum 

Akron PFLAG 

Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center of Akron 

Community AIDS Network

Equality Ohio  
Education Fund

First Grace United  
Church of Christ

Fusion Magazine 

2007

Akron AIDS Collaborative

Akron Area  
Pride Collective

Fusion Magazine

Rape Crisis Center

The University of Akron, 
Archives of American 
Psychology 

University of  
Akron Foundation

2006

Fusion Magazine

Portage Path Community 
Mental Health Center

Violet’s Cupboard/ 
Community AIDS Network

2005

Battered Women’s Shelter
Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions, Inc.
The University of Akron 
Foundation
Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2010 Grants of the Gay Community Endowment Fund

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of 
Akron Community Foundation awarded grants 
totaling $26,435 to 11 greater Akron nonprofit 
organizations. This latest round of grants was 
ratified by Akron Community Foundation’s board 
on Friday, Nov. 19, 2010 at its quarterly meeting.

“Our fund put a special emphasis on media 
and arts programs this year,” said GCEF Chair 
Christopher Hixson. “We feel that accurate 
depictions of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community in the media help 
combat bullying, bigotry and intolerance.” 

Grants were awarded to projects promoting 
tolerance and equality in public radio and 
television, as well as print media, theater and the 
visual arts. Other grants focused on youth, social 
services and HIV/AIDS prevention.  

Since awarding its first grants in 2005, the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund has reinvested 
$127,377 into local nonprofit initiatives that 
promote the well-being and full inclusion of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens in 
the greater Akron area. 

Currently, one cycle of grants is awarded annually 
with applications due Sept. 16.

Akron Art Museum 
$3,000

for a James Gobel painting that illustrates the 
pitfalls of stereotypes

Asian Services in Action Inc. 
$2,000

for an HIV/AIDS prevention program for 
Asian Americans

CASA Board Volunteer  
Association Inc. 
$1,790

for a training seminar for court advocates 
working with LGBT youth

Community Health Center 
$965

for staff training in identifying and treating 
addiction and mental health issues in the 
LGBT population

First Grace United Church of Christ 
$2,500

for Project CommUnity, an art project that 
records the personal narratives of LGBT 
individuals and then translates them into live 
theater performances

Friends of 91.3 
$3,500

for KIDJAM!, a children’s radio program  
that emphasizes anti-bullying messages

James Gobel

I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You Need, 2009

Felt, yarn, acrylic and rhinestones on canvas

Collection of the Akron Art Museum, purchased with funds from the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community Foundation, Steven P. 

Schmidt and Richard J. Krochka, and Museum Acquisition Fund

Fusion Magazine 
$3,000

to support the magazine, which strives to 
unify people of different backgrounds and 
orientations

Mobile Meals Inc. 
$1,250

for meals and supplements for LGBT 
individuals in greater Akron

Violet’s Cupboard Inc. 
$1,250 

for safer sex packets for people with HIV

Weathervane Community  
Playhouse Inc.  
$3,500

for the production of “Breaking the Code,” 
a play about Alan Turing, who helped secure 
a victory in World War II but was later 
prosecuted for his homosexuality

Western Reserve Public Media 
$3,680 

to broadcast “In The Life,” a monthly 
television series documenting the LGBT 
experience

GRANT AWARDEES PRIOR TO 2010

The Gay Community
Endowment Fund
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For more information, to donate 
online, or to subscribe to the quarterly 
“Reaching OUT” newsletter, visit:

 www.gaycommunityfund.org

Celebrating 55 years of building community philanthropy, Akron 
Community Foundation is a $126 million philanthropic endowment 
with a growing family of more than 350 funds. In 1955, a $1 million 
bequest from the estate of Edwin Shaw established the foundation, 
which works to improve the quality of life in greater Akron. It 
accepts charitable gifts and bequests from individuals, families, 
organizations and corporations committed to making a difference 
in the community for generations to come. To date, the foundation 
and its funds (including the Gay Community Endowment Fund) 
have awarded more than $90 million in grants to qualified nonprofit 
organizations. To learn more about Akron Community Foundation or 
its funds, call 330-376-8522 or visit www.akroncommunityfdn.org.

345 West Cedar Street    Akron, Ohio 44307-2407    330.376.8522

The mission of the GCEF is to encourage 

philanthropy that results in grant funding  

to nonprofit organizations and agencies  

in the greater Akron area that initiate 

and/or conduct programs or services 

that support or positively impact gay, 

lesbian, bisexual and transgender 

people and serve as a catalyst 

for full participation of LGBT 

people in our society. 

	 Sugar Plum Tour (net of expenses)	 30,811.90	

	 Contributions, pledges, annual mtg tickets*	 20,809.59

	 Gain on investments	 70,854.88

	

	 Total revenue	 $122,476.37		
	

			 

	 Grant awards – net	 (26,435.00)

	 Misc. fund expenses 
	 (annual mtg, printing/promotion, website)	 (5,272.57)	

	 ACF administrative fees	 (7,868.29)	

		

	 Total expenses	 ($39,575.86)

	

	

	 Net change in fund balance	 $82,900.51	

	 ADD: January 1, 2010 beginning fund balance	 $584,380.58	

	

	 Ending December 31, 2010 fund balance	 $667,281.09

Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund  
Annual  Act i v i t y  S tatement

For the Period January 1, 2010 — December 31, 2010Re venue

Ex penses

A  Message  f rom the  GCEF  Adv i sory  Board  Cha i rman

“I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You 
Need” is the title of the work by James Gobel featured in 
this annual report and recently acquired by the Akron Art 
Museum with partial funding from the Gay Community 
Endowment Fund.  At first glance you may think, “What’s 
so gay about a robed and bearded lounge singer in an Iron 
Maiden T-shirt?”  That was my first question, too.

But Gobel depicts (and is an advocate for) a facet of gay 
identity known as the ‘bear,’ and his portraits celebrate the 
otherwise unappreciated sexuality and sensuality of husky, 
hirsute he-men. He has achieved international acclaim for 
portraits created through meticulous collage of felt, yarn, 
fabric, paint and rhinestones—with subtle visual clues about 
identity layered like patchwork. 

Last year, GCEF again provided grant funding to Fusion, the 
student-driven magazine that explores wide-ranging facets of 
gay identity: from transgender college students and openly 
gay clergy to women rugby players and bisexual coming out 
stories.  We funded HIV/AIDS outreach for Asian Americans 
and underwrote the performance of a play about a gay 
English mathematician and cryptographer. We made grants 
to better respond to addiction and mental health challenges 
and to assist LGBT youth in the court system. And that’s 
only a sampling of the grants we awarded for programs in 
the LGBT community.

Many of us are fond of that term: LGBT community. 

But are we one community? And is our community big 
enough to accept bears; bisexuals; lesbian moms; racial and 
economic differences; our trans men and women; our sisters 
and brothers who are HIV-positive or have AIDS; our next 
generation and the one that came before us; our math geeks, 
rugby players and theater queens; and the many allies who 
support us?

We talk a great deal about our quest for full equality, 
and as our donors know, the primary mission of the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund is to encourage philanthropy 
that will fund programs and services to further full 
participation of LGBT people in our society.  

For us to achieve these lofty goals, we must work to be 
one community, and we must respect and, dare I say, 
“appreciate” our differences. Our fifteen member volunteer 
board faces this challenge each year at our grant review 
meeting, where we consider, discuss and decide each funding 
request on its merits, while respecting that it is your money 
that we reinvest in the community.

Chances are, we’ll eventually fund a project with which you 
don’t agree, and we’ll periodically make a grant that some 
will find controversial. Most of our funding will lead to 

success stories, but sometimes a program will fail. But we 
hope you’ll trust that each of these grants helps grow the 
patchwork of community, and of equality, for all lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people.

In addition to grant-making, the GCEF enjoyed a year of 
economic recovery, new investment and fresh outreach 
opportunities.  Our 
investments returned over 
12%, and over $51,000 
in new contributions, 
pledges and fundraising 
income was added to the 
fund corpus. By year’s 
end, the fund balance  
was over $667,000.

Over 130 guests at our annual meeting welcomed United 
States Senator Sherrod Brown, who offered an impassioned 
keynote address about our path to equality. Later in the year, 
we celebrated “A Different Kind of Mother’s Day” for lesbian 
moms and took our first donor field trip to explore “I Feel 
Love,” an LGBT art exhibition at Progressive Corporation.  
We participated in CANAPI’s casual Day in the Sun pride 
event and Akron Community Foundation’s more buttoned-up 
affiliate fund educational session. In December, the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour spread our message to nearly 600 
attendees—a new tour record! 

The holiday season and year wrapped up with the generosity 
of over 40 donors who responded to Dr. Patricia Rubin’s 
extraordinary $10,000 challenge gift, made in her mother’s 
memory. In just six weeks, the 1:1 challenge was met.    

Collectively, as a community, we achieve so much more than 
we ever could individually. But many individuals deserve 
our thanks: Mary Kay and John Chlebina, for hosting and 
underwriting the magnificent Sugar Plum patron party; 
Kris Mikolajczyk and Mary Helen Wright for co-chairing; 
the other homeowners, sponsors, volunteers and attendees 
who played equally important roles; the GCEF board of 
trustees and the staff of Akron Community Foundation; 
the hard-working professionals and volunteers who run the 
organizations and programs we fund; and each and every 
donor to the GCEF.  Thank you for being the fabric,  
felt and rhinestones of our community.

Sincerely, 
Christopher Hixson 
Chair, GCEF Advisory Board

2010  Fundra i s ing:  SUGAR  PLUM  TOUR

The  Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund

Founded in 2001, the Gay Community Endowment Fund 
is a permanent philanthropic fund of Akron Community 
Foundation. The fund provides grants to organizations and 
agencies in the greater Akron area that initiate and/or conduct 
programs or services that support or positively impact lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people and serve as a catalyst 
for full participation of LGBT people in our society. 

The fund promotes philanthropy within the LGBT and  
allied communities.  

In 10 years, the fund has grown to nearly $700,000 through 
gifts, fundraising and bequests. The earned income from this 
balance is distributed through annual grant-making. 

The interest areas of the fund include organizations, programs 
and services benefiting LGBT youth, the arts, health issues, 
operational needs and programming with a connection to the 
mission of the fund. The fund prefers to support organizations 
in which a small grant can make a big difference.

In December, GCEF 
presented the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour 
of Gracious Homes, 
including a patron party 
at the home of Mary Kay 
and John Chlebina.

In August, GCEF donors enjoyed 
a private tour of the Progressive 
Insurance Corporation’s LGBT-themed 
art exhibition “I Feel Love,” followed by 
a casual dinner at Paladar Restaurant.

In January, GCEF donors 
welcomed United States Senator 
Sherrod Brown as guest speaker 
at the 2010 Annual Meeting. 

Jones Group  
	 Interiors, Inc.

David Jesse &  
	 Steven Williams

Dave Jursik &  
	 Debbie Robinson

Diane Kovachik &  
	 Jo Dangel

Clay & Nancy Rhinehart

Tim & Elizabeth Sheeler

Mark Williams

TRIAD Communications/ 
	 Next Level Interactive

Incite Creative

Cogneato Interactive

Special thanks to 
Sugar Plum Tour 
co-chairs Kristine 
Mikolajczyk and 
Mary Helen Wright, 
home selection chair 
Eric Jones, and the 
50+ volunteers and 
committee members 
for their hard work.

The Ninth Annual Sugar Plum Tour of Gracious Homes welcomed 575 tourgoers and 187 Patron Party 
attendees into some of the area’s finest homes, lavishly decorated for the holidays. Thanks to the generosity of 
tourgoers, sponsors, homeowners and volunteers, the 2010 Sugar Plum Tour raised $30,811 after expenses.

Homeowners:

Mary Kay & John Chlebina,  
patron home

Rob Nelson

Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen

Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins

Fran & Ed Bittle

Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt

Tour Sponsors:

MAJOR SUGAR PLUMS

Bricco Restaurants -  
	 David Glenny

Fifth Third Bank

Pilot Property Management - 
	 Tia Stathopoulos-Butterworth

Summa Foundation 

GARLAND SPONSORS

Angel Falls  
Coffee Company - 
	 Jim King & Rafael Oletta

Judge Jerry Larson

West Side Bakery - 
	 Barb & Steve Talevich

Gervasi Vineyard - 
	 Scott Swaldo &  
	 Jeff Hicks

Lisa Akey

John Barrick &  
	 Dan Wolfson

Todd Brown &  
	 Todd Feemster

Marlene & Eric Czetli

In May, GCEF co-sponsored 
“A Different Kind of Mother’s 
Day” with writer Amy Miller 
at Weathervane Community 
Playhouse.

*Some contributions associated with the December 2010 Rubin Challenge Gift arrived in early January 2011 and are not reflected in this total.   
  These numbers are unaudited.

“What’s so gay about a robed 
and bearded lounge singer  
in an Iron Maiden T-shirt?”

$10,000
Dr. Patricia Rubin

$1,000-$4,999
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Bricco
Fifth Third Bank
James L. Helmuth
John S. and James L.  
	 Knight Foundation,  
	 directed by Mitchell Kahan
Margaret McBride
Pilot Property Management, LLC
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Richard Shirey
Summa Health System

$500-$999
Angel Falls Coffee Company Ltd.
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman &  
	 Ruth Hotchkiss
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Diversity Alliance of  
	 Stark County Inc
Judy McClelland
Victoria Sheppard &  
	 Nancy Groves
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright

$250-$499
Anonymous
Lisa M. Akey
John Barrick & Dan Wolfson
Todd A. Brown, M.D. &  
	 Todd R Feemster LT
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Ben Dieterich
Robert & Donae Eckert
Mark Williams
Jenee & Jennifer Garlando
Laura Gelfand
Gervasi Vineyard & Italian Bistro
Glenn Goldney
Lynda & Bill Grieves
Christopher Hixson &  
	 Mitchell Kahan
Tom Hutchison
Jones Group Interiors, Inc.
Dave Jurcik & Debbie Robinson
Bill & Bernie Kiel
Christopher Kuhn
Gerald Larson
Kris Mikolajczyk
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Elizabeth & Tim Sheeler
Linda Sirak
Rod Wellman
The West Side Bakery
Steve Williams & David Jesse

$100-$249
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Anonymous
Julia & Bruce Bain
Dwite Barger
Claudia Bjerre
Nicoletta Bloodworth
Joanne Briggs, M.D.
Darrell & Margaret Cartwright
Rita & Todd Chambers
Al Ciraldo
Gerardo Cisneros
Charlene Clamp
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Marc D’Antonio & Robert Esseltine
Karen Daverio
Robert Devore
Ken Ditlevson
Deb Dobol
John Dukes

Ronald Forrer
John Francioso
Joan Gangle
Jenee Garlando
Gerri George
Jane Good
Mark Goodman & Norman 	
	 Mallard
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
Mary Beth Harper
Richard & Tatiana Harris
Louise Kuhns Harvey
Jeff Hohman
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Rhonda Howell
Dana Humphreys
Ronald Imbrogno
Kenneth Imlay
Mary Ann Jackson
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Patricia A. Kemph
Bob Kish
Mary Anne Krejci
Jean Krieger
John & Grace Krochka
Andrew Kyprianou
Jim Lake
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
James F. Maguire Jr.
Holli Mallak
Neil & Barb Mann
Phil & Karen Marcinkoski
Matthew McCallum
Marie L. Morgan
Cheryl Morris
Cheryl Morse
Nancy Myers
Henry Pabian
Pauline J. Persons
Martha Peyak
James & Leslie Pickard
Tim Prinz
Helen Richter
Chris Rilling
Steven Schmidt & Richard Krochka
Peter Schofield
Laurie M. Schrank
H. Paul Schwitzgebel
Austin Seip
Mary Beth Siegfried
James S. Simon
Cynthia Snider
Frank Spinelli
Dave Stinson
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	 Timothy Maynard
Matthew Tedrow
Caryl Tickner
Linda L. Trevorrow
Sarah Vradenburg
Wayside Furniture Inc.
Thomas Weber
David & Michele Whitehurst
Bob & Shari Whitfield
Mark Williams
The Woll Family
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler
Mary Yeager
David Young
Joseph & Debbie Zarconi

Under $100
Rod & Linda Atwood
Laura Austin
Susan Bailey-Pruc
Maureen Bain
Karen Barnes
Al & Donna Barracato
Battered Women’s Shelter

Cindy Beidler
Ronald  & Nancy Benko
Jennifer Bernzweig
Muge Bilgin
Jeff Bixby
Gerry Bowman
Tim & Kathleen Boyer
Jeannette Brewster
Lisa & Daniel Brickner
Todd A. Brown, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Bruno
Christine Burns
James  & Katie Carney
Katie Carney
Jennifer Cauffield
Irene Clark
Jim Connelly
Veronica Cordray
Jonathan Costlow
Susan Dale
Frank D’Angelo
Marc A. D’Antonio
Theresa Deboze
Judith Denardi
Trudy Diehl
Anthony Drevniak
Beth Drinan
Brenda Esposito
Denis & Barbara Feld
Brad Fellows
Alan Ferrall
Robyn Filing
Andrew Fligor
Eileen Francik
Kurt Geissler
Tom & Daralee Ghinder
David & Gina Giffels
Victoria Giovangnoli
Elaine Girard
Amanda Goff
Gold Clipper Magazine
Tony & Toby Gorant
Todd & Jennifer Grable
Wayne Greene &  
	 Susan Switzer Greene
John & Mary Lou Grossmann
Sara Guerrero-Duby
Joy & Bruce Hagelin
Lee Hampton
Marcus Harris
Jessica Haydu
Marci Held
Brighid Hillmuth
Marsha Hintz
Joanne Hiscar
John & Tracie Holik
Lynnette Horn
James Hoskins
Christina Jarosch & Sandra Kurt
Tracy Jensen
David Jesse & Steven Williams
Sylvia Johnson
Christine Kelleher
Mary Kelly
Steve Kline
Kathy Lehr
Greg Leimeister
Carol Lengen
Annette Lucarelli
Sara Lucas
Melissa Lund
Eric Lutzo
Rowan Mactaggart
Lynne Malone
Lucretia Mandala
Tricia Mandala
Helen E. McCready
Dr. Lorraine A. McCue
Peter McDermott
Bruce & Kathleen McFarland
Becky Michael

Randy Miller
Allison Millham
Mary Mishler
Kelly Mocarski
Deborah Morsefield
John Mosier
Brenton Moyers
Patti Muster
Pam Novak
Heather Nuccio
Linda Nuosci
Chris H. Nussbaum
Janine Obee
Emily M. O’Brien
Brandy Olefir
Donna J. Osborn
Julie Pachta
Amy Palmiero
Donna Paola
C. M. Paringer
Sarah Partington
Melissa Paul
John Pazell
Raphael Peoples
Earl Pierson
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Thomas Pozza
Kelley Pozza-Adams
Kelly Price
Barbara Pryor
Dana Pulk Dickinson
Bonnie Ray
Margaret Reagan
Jean Riegler
Rick & Alita Rogers
David & Shirley Root
Mary Margaret Rowlands
Patricia C. Roy
Donna Rumenik
Helen Ryan-King
Becky Scaglione
Shane Scarbrough
Linda Scott
Scott Sella & Kevin Pribble
Lisa Shaheen
Laura Sheeks
Lynn Soquel & Barb Fisher
Cecilia Spalding
William Spence
Jane Startzman
Georgia & John Stathopoulos
Nancy Steed
Ron Stiltner
Nancy Stoller
Kathy Stutzman
Denise Taylor
Christine Thomas
Jennifer Towell
Susan Truby
Patricia A. Trudics
Wendy Turrell
Karen  Tuttle
Jill Ulrich
Mike Umpleby
Cheryl Urban
Pete Van Bohemen
Shelley Vitarisi
Carolyn Wagner
Theresa Waickman
Patricia Walker
Ellie Ward
Annie Warmbrodt
Joy Watts
Ann Lynn Wehener
Mrs. Mark Wernig
Charles Wetmore
Johnathan Willaman
Todd Wilson
Mary Witt
Ken Woods
Lyndy Zehner
Michael Zirnsak

Memorial/Tribute Gifts

Cynthia Christman 
In memory of 
Joy SanMarco

Denis & Barbara Feld 
In memory of 
Nancy Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick 
In memory of 
Brad Villers

Eric J. Jones 
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Al (Bud) Jurkoshek

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Carlla R. Shaw

Bob Kish	  
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Rod Wellman	  
In memory of 
Nancy McKenzie

Robert & Donae Eckert	  
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

Laura Gelfand	  
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick	
In honor of 
Dr. Steven P. Schmidt

In-Kind Contributions  
and Volunteers

Akron Art Museum
Jim Armstrong
Barry Artis
Fran & Ed Bittle
Bricco Restaurants
Emily Buerhle
CANAPI
Cascade Auto Group
Mary Kay & John Chlebina
ClearChannel Outdoor
Cogneato Interactive
Judith Cohodas
Linda Denton
Leandra Drumm Designs
Equality Ohio
Laura Gelfand
James Gobel
Connie Graven
Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen
Brianne Henderson
Brighid Hillmoth
Christopher Hixson
Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins
Incite Creative
Roberta Kleinman
Melissa Lund
Main Street Gourmet
Matt McCallum & Ben Manista
Dr. Becky McElfresh
Medline Industries
Kristine Mikolajczyk &  
	 Annette Nicoloff
Moe’s Restaurant, Moe Schneider
Rob Nelson
Sharon Null
Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt
Papa Joe’s Restaurant
Larry Pentecost
Kevin Pribble & Scott Sella
Progressive Insurance Company
Margaret Reagan
Rosemary Reymann
Ken Rocco
Daniel Sernacola
A. Joshua Sims
Georgia & John Stathopoulos

Thomas Limousine
Triad Communications
Weathervane Playhouse
West Side Bakery
Johnathan Willaman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams & Brian Elter
Todd Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
Zeber-Martell Clay Studio
91.3 The Summit

Rubin Challenge

Our gratitude to Dr. Patricia 
Rubin for her $10,000 challenge 
gift in December 2010 and to the 
following donors who stepped up 
to the challenge:
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Ben Dieterich
Diversity Alliance of  
	 Stark County Inc
Robert & Donae Eckert
Barbara Feld
Jeneé & Jennifer Garlando
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
James L. Helmuth
Rabbi David M. Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Bob Kish
Mitchell Kahan, 
	 through the John S. and 
	 James L. Knight Foundation
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
Judy McClelland
Anonymous
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Helen Richter
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Richard Shirey
Rod Wellman
The Woll Family
Bruce & Mary Helen Wright
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler

Individuals, businesses and foundations 
whose cumulative gifts or pledges to 
GCEF exceed $1,000

Sustaining Donors

$250,000+
Estate of Paul A. Daum

$25,000+
Gill Foundation

$10,000+	
Claudia Bjerre**
Prescott F. Griffith &  
	 Joel R. Wolfgang**
Harry E. Jackson**
Patricia Rubin & Teresa Smith
Peter Schofield**

$7,500+
Christopher Hixson &  
	 Mitchell Kahan*
John & Margaret McBride**

$5,000+
Bricco, David Glenny
Lisle M. Buckingham  
	 Endowment Fund
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik*
Bruce G. Kriete (deceased)**
Fred Martin**

Dr. Steven P. Schmidt &  
	 Rick Krochka*
Stephen C. White &  
	 John J. Shea Jr.

$2,500+
Angel Falls Coffee Company,   
	 Jim King & Rafael Oletta
Gerald & Patricia Barrett
Cathy Chapman*
John & Mary Kay Chlebina
John Grafton & Richard Worswick*
Eric J. Jones*
Judge Gerald Larson*
Pilot Property Management,  
	 Tia Stathopoulos &  
	 Jason Butterworth
Richard Shirey*
Studio W Interior Design Group 
Inc.

$1,000+
Adolph Optical Service Inc.
Lisa M. Akey
Allen Aircraft Products Inc.
Anonymous
William F. Bartolini*
Jeanne M. Bauhart*
Craig Benson
Fred & Laura Ruth Bidwell*
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Cynthia Christman &  
	 Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Marc A. D’Antonio*
Judge Carol J. Dezso
Brian Elter
Fifth Third Bank
Matthew Frericks*
Dr. James D. & Gerri George
The Greenhouse, Gregg Lauck
Mary Beth Harper
Thomas Heggen
James L. Helmuth*
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Howard Hanna Real Estate
Dana Humphreys
Tom Hutchison
Dr. John & Mrs. Sheila Hutzler
Joseph F. Jadick &  
	 John G. Robertson*
Jeter Systems Corporation
Donald Keith*
Katherine’s Collection,  
	 Katherine & Wayne Kleski
Judy McClelland
Brian McGuire & Joe Haban II*
Kris Mikolajczyk & Annette Nicoloff
Julius Nemeth Charitable Trust
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Robert Renner*
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Harry Roth & Joseph Burian*
Eva Salem
Steve & Eileen Schonfeld
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros*	
James S. Simon	
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	 Timothy Maynard*
Summa Health System
Scott Swaldo & Jeff Hicks*
Caryl Tickner
John Vandever & Dwite Barger
Rod Wellman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams
Elizabeth Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
James Zwisler & Gary Zeller*

Charitable Remainder  
Trust Donor
Walter Sheppe

2010  Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund  Donors

	**Original Cornerstone Level Donor     *Original Founding Level Donor



donate online

2010 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		Term Ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	2012 
chair	
John Grafton	2011
Eric Jones	2011
Jim Pickard	2011
Steven Schmidt, PhD	2011
Mary Helen Wright	2011
Cynthia Christman	2012
Rick Krochka	2012
Christine Mikolajczyk	2012
Peter Schofield	2012
Jeneé Garlando	2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	2013
Diane Kovachik	2013
Judy McClelland	2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	2013

2011 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		Term ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	2012 
chair
John Grafton*	2012
Cynthia Christman	2012
Rick Krochka	2012
Peter Schofield	2012
Jeneé Garlando	2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	2013
Diane Kovachik	2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	2013
David Jesse	2014
Eric Jones	2014
Jim Pickard	2014
Steven Schmidt, PhD	2014
Mary Helen Wright	2014

*John Grafton will complete  
the remaining term of  
Kris Mikolajczyk. One seat  
is currently unfilled.

AKRON COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION
John T. Petures, Jr. 
President & CEO

Staff
Dr. Suzanne Allen, Ph.D. 
Vice President, Development

Melina Boyce 
Donor Services Associate

Tina Boyes  
Vice President, Communications

Donae Eckert 
Vice President, Community Investment

Dennis Jansky 
Controller

Chris Miller 
Director, Akron Digital Media Center

Kristen Mooney 
Communications Associate

Kim Nott 
Grants Administrator

De Shawn Pickett 
Administrative Assistant

Steve Schloenbach 
Vice President, Finance

Diane Schumaker 
Donor Services Officer

Emily Watanabe 
Community Investment Officer

2009 Gay 
Community 
Endowment 
Fund Advisory 
Board

Methods of Giving

Cash

Cash gifts generally qualify for the maximum allowable income tax deduction.  
Checks should be made payable to the Gay Community Endowment Fund.

Recurring Credit Card Donation

Ongoing credit or debit card donations billed either monthly or quarterly make giving 
easy and automatic.

Securities or Real Estate

When securities or real estate have been held for the required long-term capital  
gains holding period and then are gifted to the fund, the donor can usually deduct  
the full fair market value as a charitable contribution and avoid capital gains tax on 
the appreciation.

Charitable Remainder Trusts

Deferred gifts may be made to the fund in the form of charitable remainder trusts 
that pay a lifetime annuity to the donor, with all assets and income going to the fund 
at the donor’s death.

Charitable Lead Trusts

Conversely, a donor may create an immediate annuity interest for the fund for a 
period of years, with the remainder interest returning to the donor or (with the proper 
estate planning) passing to children or grandchildren.

Life Insurance

By assigning ownership to the fund, the donor may receive an immediate charitable 
income-tax deduction in the amount of the policy’s present value. All premium 
payments made by the donor thereafter will also be deductible, and the full face value 
of the policy will be removed from the donor’s estate.

Bequests

This is probably the simplest and most common form of planned giving. Bequests to 
the fund are entirely free from federal excise tax and can, therefore, offer substantial 
estate savings.

Pooled Income Fund

A donor may make a minimum contribution of 
 $
5,000 and receive a pro rata share 

of the fund’s income. Upon the death of the donor or other designated beneficiary, 
the remainder of the charitable gift is transferred to the fund.

IRA Rollover

Through Dec. 31, 2011, seniors age 70 ½ and above can transfer up to $100,000 
from their IRAs to GCEF without it first being counted as income. Not only does this 
benefit the fund, but it may also decrease the donor’s state and federal taxes.  
Call Suzanne Allen at 330-376-8522 to learn more.

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community 
Foundation welcomes gifts in any amount from individuals, 
families, businesses and organizations. Consult your tax advisor  
to determine the best method of giving for you.

www.gaycommunityfund.org
2009 

Battered Women’s Shelter 

CASA Board Volunteer 
Association

Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions 

Community AIDS Network 

Fusion Magazine

The University of Akron 
Women’s Studies Department

Violet’s Cupboard

Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2008

Akron Area Pride Collective

Akron Art Museum 

Akron PFLAG 

Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center of Akron 

Community AIDS Network

Equality Ohio  
Education Fund

First Grace United  
Church of Christ

Fusion Magazine 

2007

Akron AIDS Collaborative

Akron Area  
Pride Collective

Fusion Magazine

Rape Crisis Center

The University of Akron, 
Archives of American 
Psychology 

University of  
Akron Foundation

2006

Fusion Magazine

Portage Path Community 
Mental Health Center

Violet’s Cupboard/ 
Community AIDS Network

2005

Battered Women’s Shelter
Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions, Inc.
The University of Akron 
Foundation
Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2010 Grants of the Gay Community Endowment Fund

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of 
Akron Community Foundation awarded grants 
totaling $26,435 to 11 greater Akron nonprofit 
organizations. This latest round of grants was 
ratified by Akron Community Foundation’s board 
on Friday, Nov. 19, 2010 at its quarterly meeting.

“Our fund put a special emphasis on media 
and arts programs this year,” said GCEF Chair 
Christopher Hixson. “We feel that accurate 
depictions of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community in the media help 
combat bullying, bigotry and intolerance.” 

Grants were awarded to projects promoting 
tolerance and equality in public radio and 
television, as well as print media, theater and the 
visual arts. Other grants focused on youth, social 
services and HIV/AIDS prevention.  

Since awarding its first grants in 2005, the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund has reinvested 
$127,377 into local nonprofit initiatives that 
promote the well-being and full inclusion of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens in 
the greater Akron area. 

Currently, one cycle of grants is awarded annually 
with applications due Sept. 16.

Akron Art Museum 
$3,000

for a James Gobel painting that illustrates the 
pitfalls of stereotypes

Asian Services in Action Inc. 
$2,000

for an HIV/AIDS prevention program for 
Asian Americans

CASA Board Volunteer  
Association Inc. 
$1,790

for a training seminar for court advocates 
working with LGBT youth

Community Health Center 
$965

for staff training in identifying and treating 
addiction and mental health issues in the 
LGBT population

First Grace United Church of Christ 
$2,500

for Project CommUnity, an art project that 
records the personal narratives of LGBT 
individuals and then translates them into live 
theater performances

Friends of 91.3 
$3,500

for KIDJAM!, a children’s radio program  
that emphasizes anti-bullying messages

James Gobel

I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You Need, 2009

Felt, yarn, acrylic and rhinestones on canvas

Collection of the Akron Art Museum, purchased with funds from the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community Foundation, Steven P. 

Schmidt and Richard J. Krochka, and Museum Acquisition Fund

Fusion Magazine 
$3,000

to support the magazine, which strives to 
unify people of different backgrounds and 
orientations

Mobile Meals Inc. 
$1,250

for meals and supplements for LGBT 
individuals in greater Akron

Violet’s Cupboard Inc. 
$1,250 

for safer sex packets for people with HIV

Weathervane Community  
Playhouse Inc.  
$3,500

for the production of “Breaking the Code,” 
a play about Alan Turing, who helped secure 
a victory in World War II but was later 
prosecuted for his homosexuality

Western Reserve Public Media 
$3,680 

to broadcast “In The Life,” a monthly 
television series documenting the LGBT 
experience

GRANT AWARDEES PRIOR TO 2010

The Gay Community
Endowment Fund
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For more information, to donate 
online, or to subscribe to the quarterly 
“Reaching OUT” newsletter, visit:

 www.gaycommunityfund.org

Celebrating 55 years of building community philanthropy, Akron 
Community Foundation is a $126 million philanthropic endowment 
with a growing family of more than 350 funds. In 1955, a $1 million 
bequest from the estate of Edwin Shaw established the foundation, 
which works to improve the quality of life in greater Akron. It 
accepts charitable gifts and bequests from individuals, families, 
organizations and corporations committed to making a difference 
in the community for generations to come. To date, the foundation 
and its funds (including the Gay Community Endowment Fund) 
have awarded more than $90 million in grants to qualified nonprofit 
organizations. To learn more about Akron Community Foundation or 
its funds, call 330-376-8522 or visit www.akroncommunityfdn.org.

345 West Cedar Street    Akron, Ohio 44307-2407    330.376.8522

The mission of the GCEF is to encourage 

philanthropy that results in grant funding  

to nonprofit organizations and agencies  

in the greater Akron area that initiate 

and/or conduct programs or services 

that support or positively impact gay, 

lesbian, bisexual and transgender 

people and serve as a catalyst 

for full participation of LGBT 

people in our society. 

	 Sugar Plum Tour (net of expenses)	 30,811.90	

	 Contributions, pledges, annual mtg tickets*	 20,809.59

	 Gain on investments	 70,854.88

	

	 Total revenue	 $122,476.37		
	

			 

	 Grant awards – net	 (26,435.00)

	 Misc. fund expenses 
	 (annual mtg, printing/promotion, website)	 (5,272.57)	

	 ACF administrative fees	 (7,868.29)	

		

	 Total expenses	 ($39,575.86)

	

	

	 Net change in fund balance	 $82,900.51	

	 ADD: January 1, 2010 beginning fund balance	 $584,380.58	

	

	 Ending December 31, 2010 fund balance	 $667,281.09

Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund  
Annual  Act i v i t y  S tatement

For the Period January 1, 2010 — December 31, 2010Re venue

Ex penses

A  Message  f rom the  GCEF  Adv i sory  Board  Cha i rman

“I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You 
Need” is the title of the work by James Gobel featured in 
this annual report and recently acquired by the Akron Art 
Museum with partial funding from the Gay Community 
Endowment Fund.  At first glance you may think, “What’s 
so gay about a robed and bearded lounge singer in an Iron 
Maiden T-shirt?”  That was my first question, too.

But Gobel depicts (and is an advocate for) a facet of gay 
identity known as the ‘bear,’ and his portraits celebrate the 
otherwise unappreciated sexuality and sensuality of husky, 
hirsute he-men. He has achieved international acclaim for 
portraits created through meticulous collage of felt, yarn, 
fabric, paint and rhinestones—with subtle visual clues about 
identity layered like patchwork. 

Last year, GCEF again provided grant funding to Fusion, the 
student-driven magazine that explores wide-ranging facets of 
gay identity: from transgender college students and openly 
gay clergy to women rugby players and bisexual coming out 
stories.  We funded HIV/AIDS outreach for Asian Americans 
and underwrote the performance of a play about a gay 
English mathematician and cryptographer. We made grants 
to better respond to addiction and mental health challenges 
and to assist LGBT youth in the court system. And that’s 
only a sampling of the grants we awarded for programs in 
the LGBT community.

Many of us are fond of that term: LGBT community. 

But are we one community? And is our community big 
enough to accept bears; bisexuals; lesbian moms; racial and 
economic differences; our trans men and women; our sisters 
and brothers who are HIV-positive or have AIDS; our next 
generation and the one that came before us; our math geeks, 
rugby players and theater queens; and the many allies who 
support us?

We talk a great deal about our quest for full equality, 
and as our donors know, the primary mission of the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund is to encourage philanthropy 
that will fund programs and services to further full 
participation of LGBT people in our society.  

For us to achieve these lofty goals, we must work to be 
one community, and we must respect and, dare I say, 
“appreciate” our differences. Our fifteen member volunteer 
board faces this challenge each year at our grant review 
meeting, where we consider, discuss and decide each funding 
request on its merits, while respecting that it is your money 
that we reinvest in the community.

Chances are, we’ll eventually fund a project with which you 
don’t agree, and we’ll periodically make a grant that some 
will find controversial. Most of our funding will lead to 

success stories, but sometimes a program will fail. But we 
hope you’ll trust that each of these grants helps grow the 
patchwork of community, and of equality, for all lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people.

In addition to grant-making, the GCEF enjoyed a year of 
economic recovery, new investment and fresh outreach 
opportunities.  Our 
investments returned over 
12%, and over $51,000 
in new contributions, 
pledges and fundraising 
income was added to the 
fund corpus. By year’s 
end, the fund balance  
was over $667,000.

Over 130 guests at our annual meeting welcomed United 
States Senator Sherrod Brown, who offered an impassioned 
keynote address about our path to equality. Later in the year, 
we celebrated “A Different Kind of Mother’s Day” for lesbian 
moms and took our first donor field trip to explore “I Feel 
Love,” an LGBT art exhibition at Progressive Corporation.  
We participated in CANAPI’s casual Day in the Sun pride 
event and Akron Community Foundation’s more buttoned-up 
affiliate fund educational session. In December, the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour spread our message to nearly 600 
attendees—a new tour record! 

The holiday season and year wrapped up with the generosity 
of over 40 donors who responded to Dr. Patricia Rubin’s 
extraordinary $10,000 challenge gift, made in her mother’s 
memory. In just six weeks, the 1:1 challenge was met.    

Collectively, as a community, we achieve so much more than 
we ever could individually. But many individuals deserve 
our thanks: Mary Kay and John Chlebina, for hosting and 
underwriting the magnificent Sugar Plum patron party; 
Kris Mikolajczyk and Mary Helen Wright for co-chairing; 
the other homeowners, sponsors, volunteers and attendees 
who played equally important roles; the GCEF board of 
trustees and the staff of Akron Community Foundation; 
the hard-working professionals and volunteers who run the 
organizations and programs we fund; and each and every 
donor to the GCEF.  Thank you for being the fabric,  
felt and rhinestones of our community.

Sincerely, 
Christopher Hixson 
Chair, GCEF Advisory Board

2010  Fundra i s ing:  SUGAR  PLUM  TOUR

The  Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund

Founded in 2001, the Gay Community Endowment Fund 
is a permanent philanthropic fund of Akron Community 
Foundation. The fund provides grants to organizations and 
agencies in the greater Akron area that initiate and/or conduct 
programs or services that support or positively impact lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people and serve as a catalyst 
for full participation of LGBT people in our society. 

The fund promotes philanthropy within the LGBT and  
allied communities.  

In 10 years, the fund has grown to nearly $700,000 through 
gifts, fundraising and bequests. The earned income from this 
balance is distributed through annual grant-making. 

The interest areas of the fund include organizations, programs 
and services benefiting LGBT youth, the arts, health issues, 
operational needs and programming with a connection to the 
mission of the fund. The fund prefers to support organizations 
in which a small grant can make a big difference.

In December, GCEF 
presented the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour 
of Gracious Homes, 
including a patron party 
at the home of Mary Kay 
and John Chlebina.

In August, GCEF donors enjoyed 
a private tour of the Progressive 
Insurance Corporation’s LGBT-themed 
art exhibition “I Feel Love,” followed by 
a casual dinner at Paladar Restaurant.

In January, GCEF donors 
welcomed United States Senator 
Sherrod Brown as guest speaker 
at the 2010 Annual Meeting. 

Jones Group  
	 Interiors, Inc.

David Jesse &  
	 Steven Williams

Dave Jursik &  
	 Debbie Robinson

Diane Kovachik &  
	 Jo Dangel

Clay & Nancy Rhinehart

Tim & Elizabeth Sheeler

Mark Williams

TRIAD Communications/ 
	 Next Level Interactive

Incite Creative

Cogneato Interactive

Special thanks to 
Sugar Plum Tour 
co-chairs Kristine 
Mikolajczyk and 
Mary Helen Wright, 
home selection chair 
Eric Jones, and the 
50+ volunteers and 
committee members 
for their hard work.

The Ninth Annual Sugar Plum Tour of Gracious Homes welcomed 575 tourgoers and 187 Patron Party 
attendees into some of the area’s finest homes, lavishly decorated for the holidays. Thanks to the generosity of 
tourgoers, sponsors, homeowners and volunteers, the 2010 Sugar Plum Tour raised $30,811 after expenses.

Homeowners:

Mary Kay & John Chlebina,  
patron home

Rob Nelson

Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen

Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins

Fran & Ed Bittle

Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt

Tour Sponsors:

MAJOR SUGAR PLUMS

Bricco Restaurants -  
	 David Glenny

Fifth Third Bank

Pilot Property Management - 
	 Tia Stathopoulos-Butterworth

Summa Foundation 

GARLAND SPONSORS

Angel Falls  
Coffee Company - 
	 Jim King & Rafael Oletta

Judge Jerry Larson

West Side Bakery - 
	 Barb & Steve Talevich

Gervasi Vineyard - 
	 Scott Swaldo &  
	 Jeff Hicks

Lisa Akey

John Barrick &  
	 Dan Wolfson

Todd Brown &  
	 Todd Feemster

Marlene & Eric Czetli

In May, GCEF co-sponsored 
“A Different Kind of Mother’s 
Day” with writer Amy Miller 
at Weathervane Community 
Playhouse.

*Some contributions associated with the December 2010 Rubin Challenge Gift arrived in early January 2011 and are not reflected in this total.   
  These numbers are unaudited.

“What’s so gay about a robed 
and bearded lounge singer  
in an Iron Maiden T-shirt?”

$10,000
Dr. Patricia Rubin

$1,000-$4,999
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Bricco
Fifth Third Bank
James L. Helmuth
John S. and James L.  
	 Knight Foundation,  
	 directed by Mitchell Kahan
Margaret McBride
Pilot Property Management, LLC
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Richard Shirey
Summa Health System

$500-$999
Angel Falls Coffee Company Ltd.
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman &  
	 Ruth Hotchkiss
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Diversity Alliance of  
	 Stark County Inc
Judy McClelland
Victoria Sheppard &  
	 Nancy Groves
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright

$250-$499
Anonymous
Lisa M. Akey
John Barrick & Dan Wolfson
Todd A. Brown, M.D. &  
	 Todd R Feemster LT
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Ben Dieterich
Robert & Donae Eckert
Mark Williams
Jenee & Jennifer Garlando
Laura Gelfand
Gervasi Vineyard & Italian Bistro
Glenn Goldney
Lynda & Bill Grieves
Christopher Hixson &  
	 Mitchell Kahan
Tom Hutchison
Jones Group Interiors, Inc.
Dave Jurcik & Debbie Robinson
Bill & Bernie Kiel
Christopher Kuhn
Gerald Larson
Kris Mikolajczyk
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Elizabeth & Tim Sheeler
Linda Sirak
Rod Wellman
The West Side Bakery
Steve Williams & David Jesse

$100-$249
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Anonymous
Julia & Bruce Bain
Dwite Barger
Claudia Bjerre
Nicoletta Bloodworth
Joanne Briggs, M.D.
Darrell & Margaret Cartwright
Rita & Todd Chambers
Al Ciraldo
Gerardo Cisneros
Charlene Clamp
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Marc D’Antonio & Robert Esseltine
Karen Daverio
Robert Devore
Ken Ditlevson
Deb Dobol
John Dukes

Ronald Forrer
John Francioso
Joan Gangle
Jenee Garlando
Gerri George
Jane Good
Mark Goodman & Norman 	
	 Mallard
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
Mary Beth Harper
Richard & Tatiana Harris
Louise Kuhns Harvey
Jeff Hohman
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Rhonda Howell
Dana Humphreys
Ronald Imbrogno
Kenneth Imlay
Mary Ann Jackson
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Patricia A. Kemph
Bob Kish
Mary Anne Krejci
Jean Krieger
John & Grace Krochka
Andrew Kyprianou
Jim Lake
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
James F. Maguire Jr.
Holli Mallak
Neil & Barb Mann
Phil & Karen Marcinkoski
Matthew McCallum
Marie L. Morgan
Cheryl Morris
Cheryl Morse
Nancy Myers
Henry Pabian
Pauline J. Persons
Martha Peyak
James & Leslie Pickard
Tim Prinz
Helen Richter
Chris Rilling
Steven Schmidt & Richard Krochka
Peter Schofield
Laurie M. Schrank
H. Paul Schwitzgebel
Austin Seip
Mary Beth Siegfried
James S. Simon
Cynthia Snider
Frank Spinelli
Dave Stinson
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	 Timothy Maynard
Matthew Tedrow
Caryl Tickner
Linda L. Trevorrow
Sarah Vradenburg
Wayside Furniture Inc.
Thomas Weber
David & Michele Whitehurst
Bob & Shari Whitfield
Mark Williams
The Woll Family
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler
Mary Yeager
David Young
Joseph & Debbie Zarconi

Under $100
Rod & Linda Atwood
Laura Austin
Susan Bailey-Pruc
Maureen Bain
Karen Barnes
Al & Donna Barracato
Battered Women’s Shelter

Cindy Beidler
Ronald  & Nancy Benko
Jennifer Bernzweig
Muge Bilgin
Jeff Bixby
Gerry Bowman
Tim & Kathleen Boyer
Jeannette Brewster
Lisa & Daniel Brickner
Todd A. Brown, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Bruno
Christine Burns
James  & Katie Carney
Katie Carney
Jennifer Cauffield
Irene Clark
Jim Connelly
Veronica Cordray
Jonathan Costlow
Susan Dale
Frank D’Angelo
Marc A. D’Antonio
Theresa Deboze
Judith Denardi
Trudy Diehl
Anthony Drevniak
Beth Drinan
Brenda Esposito
Denis & Barbara Feld
Brad Fellows
Alan Ferrall
Robyn Filing
Andrew Fligor
Eileen Francik
Kurt Geissler
Tom & Daralee Ghinder
David & Gina Giffels
Victoria Giovangnoli
Elaine Girard
Amanda Goff
Gold Clipper Magazine
Tony & Toby Gorant
Todd & Jennifer Grable
Wayne Greene &  
	 Susan Switzer Greene
John & Mary Lou Grossmann
Sara Guerrero-Duby
Joy & Bruce Hagelin
Lee Hampton
Marcus Harris
Jessica Haydu
Marci Held
Brighid Hillmuth
Marsha Hintz
Joanne Hiscar
John & Tracie Holik
Lynnette Horn
James Hoskins
Christina Jarosch & Sandra Kurt
Tracy Jensen
David Jesse & Steven Williams
Sylvia Johnson
Christine Kelleher
Mary Kelly
Steve Kline
Kathy Lehr
Greg Leimeister
Carol Lengen
Annette Lucarelli
Sara Lucas
Melissa Lund
Eric Lutzo
Rowan Mactaggart
Lynne Malone
Lucretia Mandala
Tricia Mandala
Helen E. McCready
Dr. Lorraine A. McCue
Peter McDermott
Bruce & Kathleen McFarland
Becky Michael

Randy Miller
Allison Millham
Mary Mishler
Kelly Mocarski
Deborah Morsefield
John Mosier
Brenton Moyers
Patti Muster
Pam Novak
Heather Nuccio
Linda Nuosci
Chris H. Nussbaum
Janine Obee
Emily M. O’Brien
Brandy Olefir
Donna J. Osborn
Julie Pachta
Amy Palmiero
Donna Paola
C. M. Paringer
Sarah Partington
Melissa Paul
John Pazell
Raphael Peoples
Earl Pierson
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Thomas Pozza
Kelley Pozza-Adams
Kelly Price
Barbara Pryor
Dana Pulk Dickinson
Bonnie Ray
Margaret Reagan
Jean Riegler
Rick & Alita Rogers
David & Shirley Root
Mary Margaret Rowlands
Patricia C. Roy
Donna Rumenik
Helen Ryan-King
Becky Scaglione
Shane Scarbrough
Linda Scott
Scott Sella & Kevin Pribble
Lisa Shaheen
Laura Sheeks
Lynn Soquel & Barb Fisher
Cecilia Spalding
William Spence
Jane Startzman
Georgia & John Stathopoulos
Nancy Steed
Ron Stiltner
Nancy Stoller
Kathy Stutzman
Denise Taylor
Christine Thomas
Jennifer Towell
Susan Truby
Patricia A. Trudics
Wendy Turrell
Karen  Tuttle
Jill Ulrich
Mike Umpleby
Cheryl Urban
Pete Van Bohemen
Shelley Vitarisi
Carolyn Wagner
Theresa Waickman
Patricia Walker
Ellie Ward
Annie Warmbrodt
Joy Watts
Ann Lynn Wehener
Mrs. Mark Wernig
Charles Wetmore
Johnathan Willaman
Todd Wilson
Mary Witt
Ken Woods
Lyndy Zehner
Michael Zirnsak

Memorial/Tribute Gifts

Cynthia Christman 
In memory of 
Joy SanMarco

Denis & Barbara Feld 
In memory of 
Nancy Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick 
In memory of 
Brad Villers

Eric J. Jones 
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Al (Bud) Jurkoshek

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Carlla R. Shaw

Bob Kish	  
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Rod Wellman	  
In memory of 
Nancy McKenzie

Robert & Donae Eckert	  
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

Laura Gelfand	  
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick	
In honor of 
Dr. Steven P. Schmidt

In-Kind Contributions  
and Volunteers

Akron Art Museum
Jim Armstrong
Barry Artis
Fran & Ed Bittle
Bricco Restaurants
Emily Buerhle
CANAPI
Cascade Auto Group
Mary Kay & John Chlebina
ClearChannel Outdoor
Cogneato Interactive
Judith Cohodas
Linda Denton
Leandra Drumm Designs
Equality Ohio
Laura Gelfand
James Gobel
Connie Graven
Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen
Brianne Henderson
Brighid Hillmoth
Christopher Hixson
Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins
Incite Creative
Roberta Kleinman
Melissa Lund
Main Street Gourmet
Matt McCallum & Ben Manista
Dr. Becky McElfresh
Medline Industries
Kristine Mikolajczyk &  
	 Annette Nicoloff
Moe’s Restaurant, Moe Schneider
Rob Nelson
Sharon Null
Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt
Papa Joe’s Restaurant
Larry Pentecost
Kevin Pribble & Scott Sella
Progressive Insurance Company
Margaret Reagan
Rosemary Reymann
Ken Rocco
Daniel Sernacola
A. Joshua Sims
Georgia & John Stathopoulos

Thomas Limousine
Triad Communications
Weathervane Playhouse
West Side Bakery
Johnathan Willaman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams & Brian Elter
Todd Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
Zeber-Martell Clay Studio
91.3 The Summit

Rubin Challenge

Our gratitude to Dr. Patricia 
Rubin for her $10,000 challenge 
gift in December 2010 and to the 
following donors who stepped up 
to the challenge:
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Ben Dieterich
Diversity Alliance of  
	 Stark County Inc
Robert & Donae Eckert
Barbara Feld
Jeneé & Jennifer Garlando
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
James L. Helmuth
Rabbi David M. Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Bob Kish
Mitchell Kahan, 
	 through the John S. and 
	 James L. Knight Foundation
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
Judy McClelland
Anonymous
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Helen Richter
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Richard Shirey
Rod Wellman
The Woll Family
Bruce & Mary Helen Wright
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler

Individuals, businesses and foundations 
whose cumulative gifts or pledges to 
GCEF exceed $1,000

Sustaining Donors

$250,000+
Estate of Paul A. Daum

$25,000+
Gill Foundation

$10,000+	
Claudia Bjerre**
Prescott F. Griffith &  
	 Joel R. Wolfgang**
Harry E. Jackson**
Patricia Rubin & Teresa Smith
Peter Schofield**

$7,500+
Christopher Hixson &  
	 Mitchell Kahan*
John & Margaret McBride**

$5,000+
Bricco, David Glenny
Lisle M. Buckingham  
	 Endowment Fund
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik*
Bruce G. Kriete (deceased)**
Fred Martin**

Dr. Steven P. Schmidt &  
	 Rick Krochka*
Stephen C. White &  
	 John J. Shea Jr.

$2,500+
Angel Falls Coffee Company,   
	 Jim King & Rafael Oletta
Gerald & Patricia Barrett
Cathy Chapman*
John & Mary Kay Chlebina
John Grafton & Richard Worswick*
Eric J. Jones*
Judge Gerald Larson*
Pilot Property Management,  
	 Tia Stathopoulos &  
	 Jason Butterworth
Richard Shirey*
Studio W Interior Design Group 
Inc.

$1,000+
Adolph Optical Service Inc.
Lisa M. Akey
Allen Aircraft Products Inc.
Anonymous
William F. Bartolini*
Jeanne M. Bauhart*
Craig Benson
Fred & Laura Ruth Bidwell*
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Cynthia Christman &  
	 Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Marc A. D’Antonio*
Judge Carol J. Dezso
Brian Elter
Fifth Third Bank
Matthew Frericks*
Dr. James D. & Gerri George
The Greenhouse, Gregg Lauck
Mary Beth Harper
Thomas Heggen
James L. Helmuth*
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Howard Hanna Real Estate
Dana Humphreys
Tom Hutchison
Dr. John & Mrs. Sheila Hutzler
Joseph F. Jadick &  
	 John G. Robertson*
Jeter Systems Corporation
Donald Keith*
Katherine’s Collection,  
	 Katherine & Wayne Kleski
Judy McClelland
Brian McGuire & Joe Haban II*
Kris Mikolajczyk & Annette Nicoloff
Julius Nemeth Charitable Trust
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Robert Renner*
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Harry Roth & Joseph Burian*
Eva Salem
Steve & Eileen Schonfeld
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros*	
James S. Simon	
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	 Timothy Maynard*
Summa Health System
Scott Swaldo & Jeff Hicks*
Caryl Tickner
John Vandever & Dwite Barger
Rod Wellman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams
Elizabeth Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
James Zwisler & Gary Zeller*

Charitable Remainder  
Trust Donor
Walter Sheppe

2010  Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund  Donors

	**Original Cornerstone Level Donor     *Original Founding Level Donor



donate online

2010 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		Term Ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	2012 
chair	
John Grafton	2011
Eric Jones	2011
Jim Pickard	2011
Steven Schmidt, PhD	2011
Mary Helen Wright	2011
Cynthia Christman	2012
Rick Krochka	2012
Christine Mikolajczyk	2012
Peter Schofield	2012
Jeneé Garlando	2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	2013
Diane Kovachik	2013
Judy McClelland	2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	2013

2011 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		Term ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	2012 
chair
John Grafton*	2012
Cynthia Christman	2012
Rick Krochka	2012
Peter Schofield	2012
Jeneé Garlando	2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	2013
Diane Kovachik	2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	2013
David Jesse	2014
Eric Jones	2014
Jim Pickard	2014
Steven Schmidt, PhD	2014
Mary Helen Wright	2014

*John Grafton will complete  
the remaining term of  
Kris Mikolajczyk. One seat  
is currently unfilled.

AKRON COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION
John T. Petures, Jr. 
President & CEO

Staff
Dr. Suzanne Allen, Ph.D. 
Vice President, Development

Melina Boyce 
Donor Services Associate

Tina Boyes  
Vice President, Communications

Donae Eckert 
Vice President, Community Investment

Dennis Jansky 
Controller

Chris Miller 
Director, Akron Digital Media Center

Kristen Mooney 
Communications Associate

Kim Nott 
Grants Administrator

De Shawn Pickett 
Administrative Assistant

Steve Schloenbach 
Vice President, Finance

Diane Schumaker 
Donor Services Officer

Emily Watanabe 
Community Investment Officer

2009 Gay 
Community 
Endowment 
Fund Advisory 
Board

Methods of Giving

Cash

Cash gifts generally qualify for the maximum allowable income tax deduction.  
Checks should be made payable to the Gay Community Endowment Fund.

Recurring Credit Card Donation

Ongoing credit or debit card donations billed either monthly or quarterly make giving 
easy and automatic.

Securities or Real Estate

When securities or real estate have been held for the required long-term capital  
gains holding period and then are gifted to the fund, the donor can usually deduct  
the full fair market value as a charitable contribution and avoid capital gains tax on 
the appreciation.

Charitable Remainder Trusts

Deferred gifts may be made to the fund in the form of charitable remainder trusts 
that pay a lifetime annuity to the donor, with all assets and income going to the fund 
at the donor’s death.

Charitable Lead Trusts

Conversely, a donor may create an immediate annuity interest for the fund for a 
period of years, with the remainder interest returning to the donor or (with the proper 
estate planning) passing to children or grandchildren.

Life Insurance

By assigning ownership to the fund, the donor may receive an immediate charitable 
income-tax deduction in the amount of the policy’s present value. All premium 
payments made by the donor thereafter will also be deductible, and the full face value 
of the policy will be removed from the donor’s estate.

Bequests

This is probably the simplest and most common form of planned giving. Bequests to 
the fund are entirely free from federal excise tax and can, therefore, offer substantial 
estate savings.

Pooled Income Fund

A donor may make a minimum contribution of 
 $
5,000 and receive a pro rata share 

of the fund’s income. Upon the death of the donor or other designated beneficiary, 
the remainder of the charitable gift is transferred to the fund.

IRA Rollover

Through Dec. 31, 2011, seniors age 70 ½ and above can transfer up to $100,000 
from their IRAs to GCEF without it first being counted as income. Not only does this 
benefit the fund, but it may also decrease the donor’s state and federal taxes.  
Call Suzanne Allen at 330-376-8522 to learn more.

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community 
Foundation welcomes gifts in any amount from individuals, 
families, businesses and organizations. Consult your tax advisor  
to determine the best method of giving for you.

www.gaycommunityfund.org
2009 

Battered Women’s Shelter 

CASA Board Volunteer 
Association

Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions 

Community AIDS Network 

Fusion Magazine

The University of Akron 
Women’s Studies Department

Violet’s Cupboard

Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2008

Akron Area Pride Collective

Akron Art Museum 

Akron PFLAG 

Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center of Akron 

Community AIDS Network

Equality Ohio  
Education Fund

First Grace United  
Church of Christ

Fusion Magazine 

2007

Akron AIDS Collaborative

Akron Area  
Pride Collective

Fusion Magazine

Rape Crisis Center

The University of Akron, 
Archives of American 
Psychology 

University of  
Akron Foundation

2006

Fusion Magazine

Portage Path Community 
Mental Health Center

Violet’s Cupboard/ 
Community AIDS Network

2005

Battered Women’s Shelter
Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions, Inc.
The University of Akron 
Foundation
Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2010 Grants of the Gay Community Endowment Fund

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of 
Akron Community Foundation awarded grants 
totaling $26,435 to 11 greater Akron nonprofit 
organizations. This latest round of grants was 
ratified by Akron Community Foundation’s board 
on Friday, Nov. 19, 2010 at its quarterly meeting.

“Our fund put a special emphasis on media 
and arts programs this year,” said GCEF Chair 
Christopher Hixson. “We feel that accurate 
depictions of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community in the media help 
combat bullying, bigotry and intolerance.” 

Grants were awarded to projects promoting 
tolerance and equality in public radio and 
television, as well as print media, theater and the 
visual arts. Other grants focused on youth, social 
services and HIV/AIDS prevention.  

Since awarding its first grants in 2005, the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund has reinvested 
$127,377 into local nonprofit initiatives that 
promote the well-being and full inclusion of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens in 
the greater Akron area. 

Currently, one cycle of grants is awarded annually 
with applications due Sept. 16.

Akron Art Museum 
$3,000

for a James Gobel painting that illustrates the 
pitfalls of stereotypes

Asian Services in Action Inc. 
$2,000

for an HIV/AIDS prevention program for 
Asian Americans

CASA Board Volunteer  
Association Inc. 
$1,790

for a training seminar for court advocates 
working with LGBT youth

Community Health Center 
$965

for staff training in identifying and treating 
addiction and mental health issues in the 
LGBT population

First Grace United Church of Christ 
$2,500

for Project CommUnity, an art project that 
records the personal narratives of LGBT 
individuals and then translates them into live 
theater performances

Friends of 91.3 
$3,500

for KIDJAM!, a children’s radio program  
that emphasizes anti-bullying messages

James Gobel

I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You Need, 2009

Felt, yarn, acrylic and rhinestones on canvas

Collection of the Akron Art Museum, purchased with funds from the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community Foundation, Steven P. 

Schmidt and Richard J. Krochka, and Museum Acquisition Fund

Fusion Magazine 
$3,000

to support the magazine, which strives to 
unify people of different backgrounds and 
orientations

Mobile Meals Inc. 
$1,250

for meals and supplements for LGBT 
individuals in greater Akron

Violet’s Cupboard Inc. 
$1,250 

for safer sex packets for people with HIV

Weathervane Community  
Playhouse Inc.  
$3,500

for the production of “Breaking the Code,” 
a play about Alan Turing, who helped secure 
a victory in World War II but was later 
prosecuted for his homosexuality

Western Reserve Public Media 
$3,680 

to broadcast “In The Life,” a monthly 
television series documenting the LGBT 
experience

GRANT AWARDEES PRIOR TO 2010

The Gay Community
Endowment Fund
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For more information, to donate 
online, or to subscribe to the quarterly 
“Reaching OUT” newsletter, visit:

 www.gaycommunityfund.org

Celebrating 55 years of building community philanthropy, Akron 
Community Foundation is a $126 million philanthropic endowment 
with a growing family of more than 350 funds. In 1955, a $1 million 
bequest from the estate of Edwin Shaw established the foundation, 
which works to improve the quality of life in greater Akron. It 
accepts charitable gifts and bequests from individuals, families, 
organizations and corporations committed to making a difference 
in the community for generations to come. To date, the foundation 
and its funds (including the Gay Community Endowment Fund) 
have awarded more than $90 million in grants to qualified nonprofit 
organizations. To learn more about Akron Community Foundation or 
its funds, call 330-376-8522 or visit www.akroncommunityfdn.org.

345 West Cedar Street    Akron, Ohio 44307-2407    330.376.8522

The mission of the GCEF is to encourage 

philanthropy that results in grant funding  

to nonprofit organizations and agencies  

in the greater Akron area that initiate 

and/or conduct programs or services 

that support or positively impact gay, 

lesbian, bisexual and transgender 

people and serve as a catalyst 

for full participation of LGBT 

people in our society. 

	 Sugar Plum Tour (net of expenses)	 30,811.90	

	 Contributions, pledges, annual mtg tickets*	 20,809.59

	 Gain on investments	 70,854.88

	

	 Total revenue	 $122,476.37		
	

			 

	 Grant awards – net	 (26,435.00)

	 Misc. fund expenses 
	 (annual mtg, printing/promotion, website)	 (5,272.57)	

	 ACF administrative fees	 (7,868.29)	

		

	 Total expenses	 ($39,575.86)

	

	

	 Net change in fund balance	 $82,900.51	

	 ADD: January 1, 2010 beginning fund balance	 $584,380.58	

	

	 Ending December 31, 2010 fund balance	 $667,281.09

Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund  
Annual  Act i v i t y  S tatement

For the Period January 1, 2010 — December 31, 2010Re venue

Ex penses

A  Message  f rom the  GCEF  Adv i sory  Board  Cha i rman

“I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You 
Need” is the title of the work by James Gobel featured in 
this annual report and recently acquired by the Akron Art 
Museum with partial funding from the Gay Community 
Endowment Fund.  At first glance you may think, “What’s 
so gay about a robed and bearded lounge singer in an Iron 
Maiden T-shirt?”  That was my first question, too.

But Gobel depicts (and is an advocate for) a facet of gay 
identity known as the ‘bear,’ and his portraits celebrate the 
otherwise unappreciated sexuality and sensuality of husky, 
hirsute he-men. He has achieved international acclaim for 
portraits created through meticulous collage of felt, yarn, 
fabric, paint and rhinestones—with subtle visual clues about 
identity layered like patchwork. 

Last year, GCEF again provided grant funding to Fusion, the 
student-driven magazine that explores wide-ranging facets of 
gay identity: from transgender college students and openly 
gay clergy to women rugby players and bisexual coming out 
stories.  We funded HIV/AIDS outreach for Asian Americans 
and underwrote the performance of a play about a gay 
English mathematician and cryptographer. We made grants 
to better respond to addiction and mental health challenges 
and to assist LGBT youth in the court system. And that’s 
only a sampling of the grants we awarded for programs in 
the LGBT community.

Many of us are fond of that term: LGBT community. 

But are we one community? And is our community big 
enough to accept bears; bisexuals; lesbian moms; racial and 
economic differences; our trans men and women; our sisters 
and brothers who are HIV-positive or have AIDS; our next 
generation and the one that came before us; our math geeks, 
rugby players and theater queens; and the many allies who 
support us?

We talk a great deal about our quest for full equality, 
and as our donors know, the primary mission of the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund is to encourage philanthropy 
that will fund programs and services to further full 
participation of LGBT people in our society.  

For us to achieve these lofty goals, we must work to be 
one community, and we must respect and, dare I say, 
“appreciate” our differences. Our fifteen member volunteer 
board faces this challenge each year at our grant review 
meeting, where we consider, discuss and decide each funding 
request on its merits, while respecting that it is your money 
that we reinvest in the community.

Chances are, we’ll eventually fund a project with which you 
don’t agree, and we’ll periodically make a grant that some 
will find controversial. Most of our funding will lead to 

success stories, but sometimes a program will fail. But we 
hope you’ll trust that each of these grants helps grow the 
patchwork of community, and of equality, for all lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people.

In addition to grant-making, the GCEF enjoyed a year of 
economic recovery, new investment and fresh outreach 
opportunities.  Our 
investments returned over 
12%, and over $51,000 
in new contributions, 
pledges and fundraising 
income was added to the 
fund corpus. By year’s 
end, the fund balance  
was over $667,000.

Over 130 guests at our annual meeting welcomed United 
States Senator Sherrod Brown, who offered an impassioned 
keynote address about our path to equality. Later in the year, 
we celebrated “A Different Kind of Mother’s Day” for lesbian 
moms and took our first donor field trip to explore “I Feel 
Love,” an LGBT art exhibition at Progressive Corporation.  
We participated in CANAPI’s casual Day in the Sun pride 
event and Akron Community Foundation’s more buttoned-up 
affiliate fund educational session. In December, the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour spread our message to nearly 600 
attendees—a new tour record! 

The holiday season and year wrapped up with the generosity 
of over 40 donors who responded to Dr. Patricia Rubin’s 
extraordinary $10,000 challenge gift, made in her mother’s 
memory. In just six weeks, the 1:1 challenge was met.    

Collectively, as a community, we achieve so much more than 
we ever could individually. But many individuals deserve 
our thanks: Mary Kay and John Chlebina, for hosting and 
underwriting the magnificent Sugar Plum patron party; 
Kris Mikolajczyk and Mary Helen Wright for co-chairing; 
the other homeowners, sponsors, volunteers and attendees 
who played equally important roles; the GCEF board of 
trustees and the staff of Akron Community Foundation; 
the hard-working professionals and volunteers who run the 
organizations and programs we fund; and each and every 
donor to the GCEF.  Thank you for being the fabric,  
felt and rhinestones of our community.

Sincerely, 
Christopher Hixson 
Chair, GCEF Advisory Board

2010  Fundra i s ing:  SUGAR  PLUM  TOUR

The  Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund

Founded in 2001, the Gay Community Endowment Fund 
is a permanent philanthropic fund of Akron Community 
Foundation. The fund provides grants to organizations and 
agencies in the greater Akron area that initiate and/or conduct 
programs or services that support or positively impact lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people and serve as a catalyst 
for full participation of LGBT people in our society. 

The fund promotes philanthropy within the LGBT and  
allied communities.  

In 10 years, the fund has grown to nearly $700,000 through 
gifts, fundraising and bequests. The earned income from this 
balance is distributed through annual grant-making. 

The interest areas of the fund include organizations, programs 
and services benefiting LGBT youth, the arts, health issues, 
operational needs and programming with a connection to the 
mission of the fund. The fund prefers to support organizations 
in which a small grant can make a big difference.

In December, GCEF 
presented the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour 
of Gracious Homes, 
including a patron party 
at the home of Mary Kay 
and John Chlebina.

In August, GCEF donors enjoyed 
a private tour of the Progressive 
Insurance Corporation’s LGBT-themed 
art exhibition “I Feel Love,” followed by 
a casual dinner at Paladar Restaurant.

In January, GCEF donors 
welcomed United States Senator 
Sherrod Brown as guest speaker 
at the 2010 Annual Meeting. 

Jones Group  
	 Interiors, Inc.

David Jesse &  
	 Steven Williams

Dave Jursik &  
	 Debbie Robinson

Diane Kovachik &  
	 Jo Dangel

Clay & Nancy Rhinehart

Tim & Elizabeth Sheeler

Mark Williams

TRIAD Communications/ 
	 Next Level Interactive

Incite Creative

Cogneato Interactive

Special thanks to 
Sugar Plum Tour 
co-chairs Kristine 
Mikolajczyk and 
Mary Helen Wright, 
home selection chair 
Eric Jones, and the 
50+ volunteers and 
committee members 
for their hard work.

The Ninth Annual Sugar Plum Tour of Gracious Homes welcomed 575 tourgoers and 187 Patron Party 
attendees into some of the area’s finest homes, lavishly decorated for the holidays. Thanks to the generosity of 
tourgoers, sponsors, homeowners and volunteers, the 2010 Sugar Plum Tour raised $30,811 after expenses.

Homeowners:

Mary Kay & John Chlebina,  
patron home

Rob Nelson

Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen

Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins

Fran & Ed Bittle

Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt

Tour Sponsors:

MAJOR SUGAR PLUMS

Bricco Restaurants -  
	 David Glenny

Fifth Third Bank

Pilot Property Management - 
	 Tia Stathopoulos-Butterworth

Summa Foundation 

GARLAND SPONSORS

Angel Falls  
Coffee Company - 
	 Jim King & Rafael Oletta

Judge Jerry Larson

West Side Bakery - 
	 Barb & Steve Talevich

Gervasi Vineyard - 
	 Scott Swaldo &  
	 Jeff Hicks

Lisa Akey

John Barrick &  
	 Dan Wolfson

Todd Brown &  
	 Todd Feemster

Marlene & Eric Czetli

In May, GCEF co-sponsored 
“A Different Kind of Mother’s 
Day” with writer Amy Miller 
at Weathervane Community 
Playhouse.

*Some contributions associated with the December 2010 Rubin Challenge Gift arrived in early January 2011 and are not reflected in this total.   
  These numbers are unaudited.

“What’s so gay about a robed 
and bearded lounge singer  
in an Iron Maiden T-shirt?”

$10,000
Dr. Patricia Rubin

$1,000-$4,999
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Bricco
Fifth Third Bank
James L. Helmuth
John S. and James L.  
	 Knight Foundation,  
	 directed by Mitchell Kahan
Margaret McBride
Pilot Property Management, LLC
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Richard Shirey
Summa Health System

$500-$999
Angel Falls Coffee Company Ltd.
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman &  
	 Ruth Hotchkiss
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Diversity Alliance of  
	 Stark County Inc
Judy McClelland
Victoria Sheppard &  
	 Nancy Groves
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright

$250-$499
Anonymous
Lisa M. Akey
John Barrick & Dan Wolfson
Todd A. Brown, M.D. &  
	 Todd R Feemster LT
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Ben Dieterich
Robert & Donae Eckert
Mark Williams
Jenee & Jennifer Garlando
Laura Gelfand
Gervasi Vineyard & Italian Bistro
Glenn Goldney
Lynda & Bill Grieves
Christopher Hixson &  
	 Mitchell Kahan
Tom Hutchison
Jones Group Interiors, Inc.
Dave Jurcik & Debbie Robinson
Bill & Bernie Kiel
Christopher Kuhn
Gerald Larson
Kris Mikolajczyk
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Elizabeth & Tim Sheeler
Linda Sirak
Rod Wellman
The West Side Bakery
Steve Williams & David Jesse

$100-$249
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Anonymous
Julia & Bruce Bain
Dwite Barger
Claudia Bjerre
Nicoletta Bloodworth
Joanne Briggs, M.D.
Darrell & Margaret Cartwright
Rita & Todd Chambers
Al Ciraldo
Gerardo Cisneros
Charlene Clamp
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Marc D’Antonio & Robert Esseltine
Karen Daverio
Robert Devore
Ken Ditlevson
Deb Dobol
John Dukes

Ronald Forrer
John Francioso
Joan Gangle
Jenee Garlando
Gerri George
Jane Good
Mark Goodman & Norman 	
	 Mallard
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
Mary Beth Harper
Richard & Tatiana Harris
Louise Kuhns Harvey
Jeff Hohman
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Rhonda Howell
Dana Humphreys
Ronald Imbrogno
Kenneth Imlay
Mary Ann Jackson
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Patricia A. Kemph
Bob Kish
Mary Anne Krejci
Jean Krieger
John & Grace Krochka
Andrew Kyprianou
Jim Lake
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
James F. Maguire Jr.
Holli Mallak
Neil & Barb Mann
Phil & Karen Marcinkoski
Matthew McCallum
Marie L. Morgan
Cheryl Morris
Cheryl Morse
Nancy Myers
Henry Pabian
Pauline J. Persons
Martha Peyak
James & Leslie Pickard
Tim Prinz
Helen Richter
Chris Rilling
Steven Schmidt & Richard Krochka
Peter Schofield
Laurie M. Schrank
H. Paul Schwitzgebel
Austin Seip
Mary Beth Siegfried
James S. Simon
Cynthia Snider
Frank Spinelli
Dave Stinson
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	 Timothy Maynard
Matthew Tedrow
Caryl Tickner
Linda L. Trevorrow
Sarah Vradenburg
Wayside Furniture Inc.
Thomas Weber
David & Michele Whitehurst
Bob & Shari Whitfield
Mark Williams
The Woll Family
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler
Mary Yeager
David Young
Joseph & Debbie Zarconi

Under $100
Rod & Linda Atwood
Laura Austin
Susan Bailey-Pruc
Maureen Bain
Karen Barnes
Al & Donna Barracato
Battered Women’s Shelter

Cindy Beidler
Ronald  & Nancy Benko
Jennifer Bernzweig
Muge Bilgin
Jeff Bixby
Gerry Bowman
Tim & Kathleen Boyer
Jeannette Brewster
Lisa & Daniel Brickner
Todd A. Brown, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Bruno
Christine Burns
James  & Katie Carney
Katie Carney
Jennifer Cauffield
Irene Clark
Jim Connelly
Veronica Cordray
Jonathan Costlow
Susan Dale
Frank D’Angelo
Marc A. D’Antonio
Theresa Deboze
Judith Denardi
Trudy Diehl
Anthony Drevniak
Beth Drinan
Brenda Esposito
Denis & Barbara Feld
Brad Fellows
Alan Ferrall
Robyn Filing
Andrew Fligor
Eileen Francik
Kurt Geissler
Tom & Daralee Ghinder
David & Gina Giffels
Victoria Giovangnoli
Elaine Girard
Amanda Goff
Gold Clipper Magazine
Tony & Toby Gorant
Todd & Jennifer Grable
Wayne Greene &  
	 Susan Switzer Greene
John & Mary Lou Grossmann
Sara Guerrero-Duby
Joy & Bruce Hagelin
Lee Hampton
Marcus Harris
Jessica Haydu
Marci Held
Brighid Hillmuth
Marsha Hintz
Joanne Hiscar
John & Tracie Holik
Lynnette Horn
James Hoskins
Christina Jarosch & Sandra Kurt
Tracy Jensen
David Jesse & Steven Williams
Sylvia Johnson
Christine Kelleher
Mary Kelly
Steve Kline
Kathy Lehr
Greg Leimeister
Carol Lengen
Annette Lucarelli
Sara Lucas
Melissa Lund
Eric Lutzo
Rowan Mactaggart
Lynne Malone
Lucretia Mandala
Tricia Mandala
Helen E. McCready
Dr. Lorraine A. McCue
Peter McDermott
Bruce & Kathleen McFarland
Becky Michael

Randy Miller
Allison Millham
Mary Mishler
Kelly Mocarski
Deborah Morsefield
John Mosier
Brenton Moyers
Patti Muster
Pam Novak
Heather Nuccio
Linda Nuosci
Chris H. Nussbaum
Janine Obee
Emily M. O’Brien
Brandy Olefir
Donna J. Osborn
Julie Pachta
Amy Palmiero
Donna Paola
C. M. Paringer
Sarah Partington
Melissa Paul
John Pazell
Raphael Peoples
Earl Pierson
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Thomas Pozza
Kelley Pozza-Adams
Kelly Price
Barbara Pryor
Dana Pulk Dickinson
Bonnie Ray
Margaret Reagan
Jean Riegler
Rick & Alita Rogers
David & Shirley Root
Mary Margaret Rowlands
Patricia C. Roy
Donna Rumenik
Helen Ryan-King
Becky Scaglione
Shane Scarbrough
Linda Scott
Scott Sella & Kevin Pribble
Lisa Shaheen
Laura Sheeks
Lynn Soquel & Barb Fisher
Cecilia Spalding
William Spence
Jane Startzman
Georgia & John Stathopoulos
Nancy Steed
Ron Stiltner
Nancy Stoller
Kathy Stutzman
Denise Taylor
Christine Thomas
Jennifer Towell
Susan Truby
Patricia A. Trudics
Wendy Turrell
Karen  Tuttle
Jill Ulrich
Mike Umpleby
Cheryl Urban
Pete Van Bohemen
Shelley Vitarisi
Carolyn Wagner
Theresa Waickman
Patricia Walker
Ellie Ward
Annie Warmbrodt
Joy Watts
Ann Lynn Wehener
Mrs. Mark Wernig
Charles Wetmore
Johnathan Willaman
Todd Wilson
Mary Witt
Ken Woods
Lyndy Zehner
Michael Zirnsak

Memorial/Tribute Gifts

Cynthia Christman 
In memory of 
Joy SanMarco

Denis & Barbara Feld 
In memory of 
Nancy Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick 
In memory of 
Brad Villers

Eric J. Jones 
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Al (Bud) Jurkoshek

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Carlla R. Shaw

Bob Kish	  
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Rod Wellman	  
In memory of 
Nancy McKenzie

Robert & Donae Eckert	  
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

Laura Gelfand	  
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick	
In honor of 
Dr. Steven P. Schmidt

In-Kind Contributions  
and Volunteers

Akron Art Museum
Jim Armstrong
Barry Artis
Fran & Ed Bittle
Bricco Restaurants
Emily Buerhle
CANAPI
Cascade Auto Group
Mary Kay & John Chlebina
ClearChannel Outdoor
Cogneato Interactive
Judith Cohodas
Linda Denton
Leandra Drumm Designs
Equality Ohio
Laura Gelfand
James Gobel
Connie Graven
Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen
Brianne Henderson
Brighid Hillmoth
Christopher Hixson
Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins
Incite Creative
Roberta Kleinman
Melissa Lund
Main Street Gourmet
Matt McCallum & Ben Manista
Dr. Becky McElfresh
Medline Industries
Kristine Mikolajczyk &  
	 Annette Nicoloff
Moe’s Restaurant, Moe Schneider
Rob Nelson
Sharon Null
Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt
Papa Joe’s Restaurant
Larry Pentecost
Kevin Pribble & Scott Sella
Progressive Insurance Company
Margaret Reagan
Rosemary Reymann
Ken Rocco
Daniel Sernacola
A. Joshua Sims
Georgia & John Stathopoulos

Thomas Limousine
Triad Communications
Weathervane Playhouse
West Side Bakery
Johnathan Willaman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams & Brian Elter
Todd Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
Zeber-Martell Clay Studio
91.3 The Summit

Rubin Challenge

Our gratitude to Dr. Patricia 
Rubin for her $10,000 challenge 
gift in December 2010 and to the 
following donors who stepped up 
to the challenge:
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Ben Dieterich
Diversity Alliance of  
	 Stark County Inc
Robert & Donae Eckert
Barbara Feld
Jeneé & Jennifer Garlando
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
James L. Helmuth
Rabbi David M. Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Bob Kish
Mitchell Kahan, 
	 through the John S. and 
	 James L. Knight Foundation
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
Judy McClelland
Anonymous
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Helen Richter
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Richard Shirey
Rod Wellman
The Woll Family
Bruce & Mary Helen Wright
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler

Individuals, businesses and foundations 
whose cumulative gifts or pledges to 
GCEF exceed $1,000

Sustaining Donors

$250,000+
Estate of Paul A. Daum

$25,000+
Gill Foundation

$10,000+	
Claudia Bjerre**
Prescott F. Griffith &  
	 Joel R. Wolfgang**
Harry E. Jackson**
Patricia Rubin & Teresa Smith
Peter Schofield**

$7,500+
Christopher Hixson &  
	 Mitchell Kahan*
John & Margaret McBride**

$5,000+
Bricco, David Glenny
Lisle M. Buckingham  
	 Endowment Fund
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik*
Bruce G. Kriete (deceased)**
Fred Martin**

Dr. Steven P. Schmidt &  
	 Rick Krochka*
Stephen C. White &  
	 John J. Shea Jr.

$2,500+
Angel Falls Coffee Company,   
	 Jim King & Rafael Oletta
Gerald & Patricia Barrett
Cathy Chapman*
John & Mary Kay Chlebina
John Grafton & Richard Worswick*
Eric J. Jones*
Judge Gerald Larson*
Pilot Property Management,  
	 Tia Stathopoulos &  
	 Jason Butterworth
Richard Shirey*
Studio W Interior Design Group 
Inc.

$1,000+
Adolph Optical Service Inc.
Lisa M. Akey
Allen Aircraft Products Inc.
Anonymous
William F. Bartolini*
Jeanne M. Bauhart*
Craig Benson
Fred & Laura Ruth Bidwell*
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Cynthia Christman &  
	 Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Marc A. D’Antonio*
Judge Carol J. Dezso
Brian Elter
Fifth Third Bank
Matthew Frericks*
Dr. James D. & Gerri George
The Greenhouse, Gregg Lauck
Mary Beth Harper
Thomas Heggen
James L. Helmuth*
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Howard Hanna Real Estate
Dana Humphreys
Tom Hutchison
Dr. John & Mrs. Sheila Hutzler
Joseph F. Jadick &  
	 John G. Robertson*
Jeter Systems Corporation
Donald Keith*
Katherine’s Collection,  
	 Katherine & Wayne Kleski
Judy McClelland
Brian McGuire & Joe Haban II*
Kris Mikolajczyk & Annette Nicoloff
Julius Nemeth Charitable Trust
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Robert Renner*
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Harry Roth & Joseph Burian*
Eva Salem
Steve & Eileen Schonfeld
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros*	
James S. Simon	
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	 Timothy Maynard*
Summa Health System
Scott Swaldo & Jeff Hicks*
Caryl Tickner
John Vandever & Dwite Barger
Rod Wellman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams
Elizabeth Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
James Zwisler & Gary Zeller*

Charitable Remainder  
Trust Donor
Walter Sheppe

2010  Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund  Donors

	**Original Cornerstone Level Donor     *Original Founding Level Donor



donate online

2010 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		  Term Ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	 2012 
chair	
John Grafton	 2011
Eric Jones	 2011
Jim Pickard	 2011
Steven Schmidt, PhD	 2011
Mary Helen Wright	 2011
Cynthia Christman	 2012
Rick Krochka	 2012
Christine Mikolajczyk	 2012
Peter Schofield	 2012
Jeneé Garlando	 2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	 2013
Diane Kovachik	 2013
Judy McClelland	 2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	 2013

2011 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		  Term ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	 2012 
chair
John Grafton*	 2012
Cynthia Christman	 2012
Rick Krochka	 2012
Peter Schofield	 2012
Jeneé Garlando	 2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	 2013
Diane Kovachik	 2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	 2013
David Jesse	 2014
Eric Jones	 2014
Jim Pickard	 2014
Steven Schmidt, PhD	 2014
Mary Helen Wright	 2014

*John Grafton will complete  
the remaining term of  
Kris Mikolajczyk. One seat  
is currently unfilled.

AKRON COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION
John T. Petures, Jr. 
President & CEO

Staff
Dr. Suzanne Allen, Ph.D. 
Vice President, Development

Melina Boyce 
Donor Services Associate

Tina Boyes  
Vice President, Communications

Donae Eckert 
Vice President, Community Investment

Dennis Jansky 
Controller

Chris Miller 
Director, Akron Digital Media Center

Kristen Mooney 
Communications Associate

Kim Nott 
Grants Administrator

De Shawn Pickett 
Administrative Assistant

Steve Schloenbach 
Vice President, Finance

Diane Schumaker 
Donor Services Officer

Emily Watanabe 
Community Investment Officer

2009  Gay 
Communi ty 
Endowment 
Fund  Adv i sory 
Board

Methods  of  G i v ing

Cash

Cash gifts generally qualify for the maximum allowable income tax deduction.  
Checks should be made payable to the Gay Community Endowment Fund.

Recurring Credit Card Donation

Ongoing credit or debit card donations billed either monthly or quarterly make giving 
easy and automatic.

Securities or Real Estate

When securities or real estate have been held for the required long-term capital  
gains holding period and then are gifted to the fund, the donor can usually deduct  
the full fair market value as a charitable contribution and avoid capital gains tax on 
the appreciation.

Charitable Remainder Trusts

Deferred gifts may be made to the fund in the form of charitable remainder trusts 
that pay a lifetime annuity to the donor, with all assets and income going to the fund 
at the donor’s death.

Charitable Lead Trusts

Conversely, a donor may create an immediate annuity interest for the fund for a 
period of years, with the remainder interest returning to the donor or (with the proper 
estate planning) passing to children or grandchildren.

Life Insurance

By assigning ownership to the fund, the donor may receive an immediate charitable 
income-tax deduction in the amount of the policy’s present value. All premium 
payments made by the donor thereafter will also be deductible, and the full face value 
of the policy will be removed from the donor’s estate.

Bequests

This is probably the simplest and most common form of planned giving. Bequests to 
the fund are entirely free from federal excise tax and can, therefore, offer substantial 
estate savings.

Pooled Income Fund

A donor may make a minimum contribution of  $5,000 and receive a pro rata share 
of the fund’s income. Upon the death of the donor or other designated beneficiary, 
the remainder of the charitable gift is transferred to the fund.

IRA Rollover

Through Dec. 31, 2011, seniors age 70 ½ and above can transfer up to $100,000 
from their IRAs to GCEF without it first being counted as income. Not only does this 
benefit the fund, but it may also decrease the donor’s state and federal taxes.  
Call Suzanne Allen at 330-376-8522 to learn more.

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community 
Foundation welcomes gifts in any amount from individuals, 
families, businesses and organizations. Consult your tax advisor  
to determine the best method of giving for you.

www.gaycommunityfund.org
2009 

Battered Women’s Shelter 

CASA Board Volunteer 
Association

Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions 

Community AIDS Network 

Fusion Magazine

The University of Akron 
Women’s Studies Department

Violet’s Cupboard

Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2008

Akron Area Pride Collective

Akron Art Museum 

Akron PFLAG 

Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center of Akron 

Community AIDS Network

Equality Ohio  
Education Fund

First Grace United  
Church of Christ

Fusion Magazine 

2007

Akron AIDS Collaborative

Akron Area  
Pride Collective

Fusion Magazine

Rape Crisis Center

The University of Akron, 
Archives of American 
Psychology 

University of  
Akron Foundation

2006

Fusion Magazine

Portage Path Community 
Mental Health Center

Violet’s Cupboard/ 
Community AIDS Network

2005

Battered Women’s Shelter
Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions, Inc.
The University of Akron 
Foundation
Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2010  Grants  of  the  Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of 
Akron Community Foundation awarded grants 
totaling $26,435 to 11 greater Akron nonprofit 
organizations. This latest round of grants was 
ratified by Akron Community Foundation’s board 
on Friday, Nov. 19, 2010 at its quarterly meeting.

“Our fund put a special emphasis on media 
and arts programs this year,” said GCEF Chair 
Christopher Hixson. “We feel that accurate 
depictions of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community in the media help 
combat bullying, bigotry and intolerance.” 

Grants were awarded to projects promoting 
tolerance and equality in public radio and 
television, as well as print media, theater and the 
visual arts. Other grants focused on youth, social 
services and HIV/AIDS prevention.  

Since awarding its first grants in 2005, the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund has reinvested 
$127,377 into local nonprofit initiatives that 
promote the well-being and full inclusion of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens in 
the greater Akron area. 

Currently, one cycle of grants is awarded annually 
with applications due Sept. 16.

Akron Art Museum 
$3,000

for a James Gobel painting that illustrates the 
pitfalls of stereotypes

Asian Services in Action Inc. 
$2,000

for an HIV/AIDS prevention program for 
Asian Americans

CASA Board Volunteer  
Association Inc. 
$1,790

for a training seminar for court advocates 
working with LGBT youth

Community Health Center 
$965

for staff training in identifying and treating 
addiction and mental health issues in the 
LGBT population

First Grace United Church of Christ 
$2,500

for Project CommUnity, an art project that 
records the personal narratives of LGBT 
individuals and then translates them into live 
theater performances

Friends of 91.3 
$3,500

for KIDJAM!, a children’s radio program  
that emphasizes anti-bullying messages

James Gobel

I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You Need, 2009

Felt, yarn, acrylic and rhinestones on canvas

Collection of the Akron Art Museum, purchased with funds from the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community Foundation, Steven P. 

Schmidt and Richard J. Krochka, and Museum Acquisition Fund

Fusion Magazine 
$3,000

to support the magazine, which strives to 
unify people of different backgrounds and 
orientations

Mobile Meals Inc. 
$1,250

for meals and supplements for LGBT 
individuals in greater Akron

Violet’s Cupboard Inc. 
$1,250 

for safer sex packets for people with HIV

Weathervane Community  
Playhouse Inc.  
$3,500

for the production of “Breaking the Code,” 
a play about Alan Turing, who helped secure 
a victory in World War II but was later 
prosecuted for his homosexuality

Western Reserve Public Media 
$3,680 

to broadcast “In The Life,” a monthly 
television series documenting the LGBT 
experience

GRANT AWARDEES PRIOR TO 2010

The  Gay  Communi ty
Endowment  Fund
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For more information, to donate 
online, or to subscribe to the quarterly 
“Reaching OUT” newsletter, visit:

 www.gaycommunityfund.org

Celebrating 55 years of building community philanthropy, Akron 
Community Foundation is a $126 million philanthropic endowment 
with a growing family of more than 350 funds. In 1955, a $1 million 
bequest from the estate of Edwin Shaw established the foundation, 
which works to improve the quality of life in greater Akron. It 
accepts charitable gifts and bequests from individuals, families, 
organizations and corporations committed to making a difference 
in the community for generations to come. To date, the foundation 
and its funds (including the Gay Community Endowment Fund) 
have awarded more than $90 million in grants to qualified nonprofit 
organizations. To learn more about Akron Community Foundation or 
its funds, call 330-376-8522 or visit www.akroncommunityfdn.org.

345 West Cedar Street    Akron, Ohio 44307-2407    330.376.8522

The mission of the GCEF is to encourage 

philanthropy that results in grant funding  

to nonprofit organizations and agencies  

in the greater Akron area that initiate 

and/or conduct programs or services 

that support or positively impact gay, 

lesbian, bisexual and transgender 

people and serve as a catalyst 

for full participation of LGBT 

people in our society. 

	Sugar Plum Tour (net of expenses)	30,811.90	

	Contributions, pledges, annual mtg tickets*	20,809.59

	Gain on investments	70,854.88

	

	Total revenue	$122,476.37		
	

			

	Grant awards – net	(26,435.00)

	Misc. fund expenses 
	(annual mtg, printing/promotion, website)	(5,272.57)	

	ACF administrative fees	(7,868.29)	

		

	Total expenses	($39,575.86)

	

	

	Net change in fund balance	$82,900.51	

	ADD: January 1, 2010 beginning fund balance	$584,380.58	

	

	Ending December 31, 2010 fund balance	$667,281.09

Gay Community Endowment Fund  
Annual Activity Statement

For the Period January 1, 2010 — December 31, 2010 Revenue

Expenses

A Message from the GCEF Advisory Board Chairman

“I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You 
Need” is the title of the work by James Gobel featured in 
this annual report and recently acquired by the Akron Art 
Museum with partial funding from the Gay Community 
Endowment Fund.  At first glance you may think, “What’s 
so gay about a robed and bearded lounge singer in an Iron 
Maiden T-shirt?”  That was my first question, too.

But Gobel depicts (and is an advocate for) a facet of gay 
identity known as the ‘bear,’ and his portraits celebrate the 
otherwise unappreciated sexuality and sensuality of husky, 
hirsute he-men. He has achieved international acclaim for 
portraits created through meticulous collage of felt, yarn, 
fabric, paint and rhinestones—with subtle visual clues about 
identity layered like patchwork. 

Last year, GCEF again provided grant funding to Fusion, the 
student-driven magazine that explores wide-ranging facets of 
gay identity: from transgender college students and openly 
gay clergy to women rugby players and bisexual coming out 
stories.  We funded HIV/AIDS outreach for Asian Americans 
and underwrote the performance of a play about a gay 
English mathematician and cryptographer. We made grants 
to better respond to addiction and mental health challenges 
and to assist LGBT youth in the court system. And that’s 
only a sampling of the grants we awarded for programs in 
the LGBT community.

Many of us are fond of that term: LGBT community. 

But are we one community? And is our community big 
enough to accept bears; bisexuals; lesbian moms; racial and 
economic differences; our trans men and women; our sisters 
and brothers who are HIV-positive or have AIDS; our next 
generation and the one that came before us; our math geeks, 
rugby players and theater queens; and the many allies who 
support us?

We talk a great deal about our quest for full equality, 
and as our donors know, the primary mission of the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund is to encourage philanthropy 
that will fund programs and services to further full 
participation of LGBT people in our society.  

For us to achieve these lofty goals, we must work to be 
one community, and we must respect and, dare I say, 
“appreciate” our differences. Our fifteen member volunteer 
board faces this challenge each year at our grant review 
meeting, where we consider, discuss and decide each funding 
request on its merits, while respecting that it is your money 
that we reinvest in the community.

Chances are, we’ll eventually fund a project with which you 
don’t agree, and we’ll periodically make a grant that some 
will find controversial. Most of our funding will lead to 

success stories, but sometimes a program will fail. But we 
hope you’ll trust that each of these grants helps grow the 
patchwork of community, and of equality, for all lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people.

In addition to grant-making, the GCEF enjoyed a year of 
economic recovery, new investment and fresh outreach 
opportunities.  Our 
investments returned over 
12%, and over $51,000 
in new contributions, 
pledges and fundraising 
income was added to the 
fund corpus. By year’s 
end, the fund balance  
was over $667,000.

Over 130 guests at our annual meeting welcomed United 
States Senator Sherrod Brown, who offered an impassioned 
keynote address about our path to equality. Later in the year, 
we celebrated “A Different Kind of Mother’s Day” for lesbian 
moms and took our first donor field trip to explore “I Feel 
Love,” an LGBT art exhibition at Progressive Corporation.  
We participated in CANAPI’s casual Day in the Sun pride 
event and Akron Community Foundation’s more buttoned-up 
affiliate fund educational session. In December, the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour spread our message to nearly 600 
attendees—a new tour record! 

The holiday season and year wrapped up with the generosity 
of over 40 donors who responded to Dr. Patricia Rubin’s 
extraordinary $10,000 challenge gift, made in her mother’s 
memory. In just six weeks, the 1:1 challenge was met.    

Collectively, as a community, we achieve so much more than 
we ever could individually. But many individuals deserve 
our thanks: Mary Kay and John Chlebina, for hosting and 
underwriting the magnificent Sugar Plum patron party; 
Kris Mikolajczyk and Mary Helen Wright for co-chairing; 
the other homeowners, sponsors, volunteers and attendees 
who played equally important roles; the GCEF board of 
trustees and the staff of Akron Community Foundation; 
the hard-working professionals and volunteers who run the 
organizations and programs we fund; and each and every 
donor to the GCEF.  Thank you for being the fabric,  
felt and rhinestones of our community.

Sincerely, 
Christopher Hixson 
Chair, GCEF Advisory Board

2010 Fundraising: SUGAR PLUM TOUR

The Gay Community Endowment Fund

Founded in 2001, the Gay Community Endowment Fund 
is a permanent philanthropic fund of Akron Community 
Foundation. The fund provides grants to organizations and 
agencies in the greater Akron area that initiate and/or conduct 
programs or services that support or positively impact lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people and serve as a catalyst 
for full participation of LGBT people in our society. 

The fund promotes philanthropy within the LGBT and  
allied communities.  

In 10 years, the fund has grown to nearly $700,000 through 
gifts, fundraising and bequests. The earned income from this 
balance is distributed through annual grant-making. 

The interest areas of the fund include organizations, programs 
and services benefiting LGBT youth, the arts, health issues, 
operational needs and programming with a connection to the 
mission of the fund. The fund prefers to support organizations 
in which a small grant can make a big difference.

In December, GCEF 
presented the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour 
of Gracious Homes, 
including a patron party 
at the home of Mary Kay 
and John Chlebina.

In August, GCEF donors enjoyed 
a private tour of the Progressive 
Insurance Corporation’s LGBT-themed 
art exhibition “I Feel Love,” followed by 
a casual dinner at Paladar Restaurant.

In January, GCEF donors 
welcomed United States Senator 
Sherrod Brown as guest speaker 
at the 2010 Annual Meeting. 

Jones Group  
	Interiors, Inc.

David Jesse &  
	Steven Williams

Dave Jursik &  
	Debbie Robinson

Diane Kovachik &  
	Jo Dangel

Clay & Nancy Rhinehart

Tim & Elizabeth Sheeler

Mark Williams

TRIAD Communications/ 
	Next Level Interactive

Incite Creative

Cogneato Interactive

Special thanks to 
Sugar Plum Tour 
co-chairs Kristine 
Mikolajczyk and 
Mary Helen Wright, 
home selection chair 
Eric Jones, and the 
50+ volunteers and 
committee members 
for their hard work.

The Ninth Annual Sugar Plum Tour of Gracious Homes welcomed 575 tourgoers and 187 Patron Party 
attendees into some of the area’s finest homes, lavishly decorated for the holidays. Thanks to the generosity of 
tourgoers, sponsors, homeowners and volunteers, the 2010 Sugar Plum Tour raised $30,811 after expenses.

Homeowners:

Mary Kay & John Chlebina,  
patron home

Rob Nelson

Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen

Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins

Fran & Ed Bittle

Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt

Tour Sponsors:

MAJOR SUGAR PLUMS

Bricco Restaurants -  
	David Glenny

Fifth Third Bank

Pilot Property Management - 
	Tia Stathopoulos-Butterworth

Summa Foundation 

GARLAND SPONSORS

Angel Falls  
Coffee Company - 
	Jim King & Rafael Oletta

Judge Jerry Larson

West Side Bakery - 
	Barb & Steve Talevich

Gervasi Vineyard - 
	Scott Swaldo &  
	Jeff Hicks

Lisa Akey

John Barrick &  
	Dan Wolfson

Todd Brown &  
	Todd Feemster

Marlene & Eric Czetli

In May, GCEF co-sponsored 
“A Different Kind of Mother’s 
Day” with writer Amy Miller 
at Weathervane Community 
Playhouse.

*Some contributions associated with the December 2010 Rubin Challenge Gift arrived in early January 2011 and are not reflected in this total.   
  These numbers are unaudited.

“What’s so gay about a robed 
and bearded lounge singer  
in an Iron Maiden T-shirt?”

$10,000
Dr. Patricia Rubin

$1,000-$4,999
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Bricco
Fifth Third Bank
James L. Helmuth
John S. and James L.  
	Knight Foundation,  
	directed by Mitchell Kahan
Margaret McBride
Pilot Property Management, LLC
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Richard Shirey
Summa Health System

$500-$999
Angel Falls Coffee Company Ltd.
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman &  
	Ruth Hotchkiss
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Diversity Alliance of  
	Stark County Inc
Judy McClelland
Victoria Sheppard &  
	Nancy Groves
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright

$250-$499
Anonymous
Lisa M. Akey
John Barrick & Dan Wolfson
Todd A. Brown, M.D. &  
	Todd R Feemster LT
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Ben Dieterich
Robert & Donae Eckert
Mark Williams
Jenee & Jennifer Garlando
Laura Gelfand
Gervasi Vineyard & Italian Bistro
Glenn Goldney
Lynda & Bill Grieves
Christopher Hixson &  
	Mitchell Kahan
Tom Hutchison
Jones Group Interiors, Inc.
Dave Jurcik & Debbie Robinson
Bill & Bernie Kiel
Christopher Kuhn
Gerald Larson
Kris Mikolajczyk
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Elizabeth & Tim Sheeler
Linda Sirak
Rod Wellman
The West Side Bakery
Steve Williams & David Jesse

$100-$249
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Anonymous
Julia & Bruce Bain
Dwite Barger
Claudia Bjerre
Nicoletta Bloodworth
Joanne Briggs, M.D.
Darrell & Margaret Cartwright
Rita & Todd Chambers
Al Ciraldo
Gerardo Cisneros
Charlene Clamp
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Marc D’Antonio & Robert Esseltine
Karen Daverio
Robert Devore
Ken Ditlevson
Deb Dobol
John Dukes

Ronald Forrer
John Francioso
Joan Gangle
Jenee Garlando
Gerri George
Jane Good
Mark Goodman & Norman 	
	Mallard
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
Mary Beth Harper
Richard & Tatiana Harris
Louise Kuhns Harvey
Jeff Hohman
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Rhonda Howell
Dana Humphreys
Ronald Imbrogno
Kenneth Imlay
Mary Ann Jackson
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Patricia A. Kemph
Bob Kish
Mary Anne Krejci
Jean Krieger
John & Grace Krochka
Andrew Kyprianou
Jim Lake
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
James F. Maguire Jr.
Holli Mallak
Neil & Barb Mann
Phil & Karen Marcinkoski
Matthew McCallum
Marie L. Morgan
Cheryl Morris
Cheryl Morse
Nancy Myers
Henry Pabian
Pauline J. Persons
Martha Peyak
James & Leslie Pickard
Tim Prinz
Helen Richter
Chris Rilling
Steven Schmidt & Richard Krochka
Peter Schofield
Laurie M. Schrank
H. Paul Schwitzgebel
Austin Seip
Mary Beth Siegfried
James S. Simon
Cynthia Snider
Frank Spinelli
Dave Stinson
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	Timothy Maynard
Matthew Tedrow
Caryl Tickner
Linda L. Trevorrow
Sarah Vradenburg
Wayside Furniture Inc.
Thomas Weber
David & Michele Whitehurst
Bob & Shari Whitfield
Mark Williams
The Woll Family
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler
Mary Yeager
David Young
Joseph & Debbie Zarconi

Under $100
Rod & Linda Atwood
Laura Austin
Susan Bailey-Pruc
Maureen Bain
Karen Barnes
Al & Donna Barracato
Battered Women’s Shelter

Cindy Beidler
Ronald  & Nancy Benko
Jennifer Bernzweig
Muge Bilgin
Jeff Bixby
Gerry Bowman
Tim & Kathleen Boyer
Jeannette Brewster
Lisa & Daniel Brickner
Todd A. Brown, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Bruno
Christine Burns
James  & Katie Carney
Katie Carney
Jennifer Cauffield
Irene Clark
Jim Connelly
Veronica Cordray
Jonathan Costlow
Susan Dale
Frank D’Angelo
Marc A. D’Antonio
Theresa Deboze
Judith Denardi
Trudy Diehl
Anthony Drevniak
Beth Drinan
Brenda Esposito
Denis & Barbara Feld
Brad Fellows
Alan Ferrall
Robyn Filing
Andrew Fligor
Eileen Francik
Kurt Geissler
Tom & Daralee Ghinder
David & Gina Giffels
Victoria Giovangnoli
Elaine Girard
Amanda Goff
Gold Clipper Magazine
Tony & Toby Gorant
Todd & Jennifer Grable
Wayne Greene &  
	Susan Switzer Greene
John & Mary Lou Grossmann
Sara Guerrero-Duby
Joy & Bruce Hagelin
Lee Hampton
Marcus Harris
Jessica Haydu
Marci Held
Brighid Hillmuth
Marsha Hintz
Joanne Hiscar
John & Tracie Holik
Lynnette Horn
James Hoskins
Christina Jarosch & Sandra Kurt
Tracy Jensen
David Jesse & Steven Williams
Sylvia Johnson
Christine Kelleher
Mary Kelly
Steve Kline
Kathy Lehr
Greg Leimeister
Carol Lengen
Annette Lucarelli
Sara Lucas
Melissa Lund
Eric Lutzo
Rowan Mactaggart
Lynne Malone
Lucretia Mandala
Tricia Mandala
Helen E. McCready
Dr. Lorraine A. McCue
Peter McDermott
Bruce & Kathleen McFarland
Becky Michael

Randy Miller
Allison Millham
Mary Mishler
Kelly Mocarski
Deborah Morsefield
John Mosier
Brenton Moyers
Patti Muster
Pam Novak
Heather Nuccio
Linda Nuosci
Chris H. Nussbaum
Janine Obee
Emily M. O’Brien
Brandy Olefir
Donna J. Osborn
Julie Pachta
Amy Palmiero
Donna Paola
C. M. Paringer
Sarah Partington
Melissa Paul
John Pazell
Raphael Peoples
Earl Pierson
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Thomas Pozza
Kelley Pozza-Adams
Kelly Price
Barbara Pryor
Dana Pulk Dickinson
Bonnie Ray
Margaret Reagan
Jean Riegler
Rick & Alita Rogers
David & Shirley Root
Mary Margaret Rowlands
Patricia C. Roy
Donna Rumenik
Helen Ryan-King
Becky Scaglione
Shane Scarbrough
Linda Scott
Scott Sella & Kevin Pribble
Lisa Shaheen
Laura Sheeks
Lynn Soquel & Barb Fisher
Cecilia Spalding
William Spence
Jane Startzman
Georgia & John Stathopoulos
Nancy Steed
Ron Stiltner
Nancy Stoller
Kathy Stutzman
Denise Taylor
Christine Thomas
Jennifer Towell
Susan Truby
Patricia A. Trudics
Wendy Turrell
Karen  Tuttle
Jill Ulrich
Mike Umpleby
Cheryl Urban
Pete Van Bohemen
Shelley Vitarisi
Carolyn Wagner
Theresa Waickman
Patricia Walker
Ellie Ward
Annie Warmbrodt
Joy Watts
Ann Lynn Wehener
Mrs. Mark Wernig
Charles Wetmore
Johnathan Willaman
Todd Wilson
Mary Witt
Ken Woods
Lyndy Zehner
Michael Zirnsak

Memorial/Tribute Gifts

Cynthia Christman 
In memory of 
Joy SanMarco

Denis & Barbara Feld 
In memory of 
Nancy Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick 
In memory of 
Brad Villers

Eric J. Jones 
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Al (Bud) Jurkoshek

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Carlla R. Shaw

Bob Kish	 
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Rod Wellman	 
In memory of 
Nancy McKenzie

Robert & Donae Eckert	 
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

Laura Gelfand	 
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick	
In honor of 
Dr. Steven P. Schmidt

In-Kind Contributions  
and Volunteers

Akron Art Museum
Jim Armstrong
Barry Artis
Fran & Ed Bittle
Bricco Restaurants
Emily Buerhle
CANAPI
Cascade Auto Group
Mary Kay & John Chlebina
ClearChannel Outdoor
Cogneato Interactive
Judith Cohodas
Linda Denton
Leandra Drumm Designs
Equality Ohio
Laura Gelfand
James Gobel
Connie Graven
Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen
Brianne Henderson
Brighid Hillmoth
Christopher Hixson
Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins
Incite Creative
Roberta Kleinman
Melissa Lund
Main Street Gourmet
Matt McCallum & Ben Manista
Dr. Becky McElfresh
Medline Industries
Kristine Mikolajczyk &  
	Annette Nicoloff
Moe’s Restaurant, Moe Schneider
Rob Nelson
Sharon Null
Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt
Papa Joe’s Restaurant
Larry Pentecost
Kevin Pribble & Scott Sella
Progressive Insurance Company
Margaret Reagan
Rosemary Reymann
Ken Rocco
Daniel Sernacola
A. Joshua Sims
Georgia & John Stathopoulos

Thomas Limousine
Triad Communications
Weathervane Playhouse
West Side Bakery
Johnathan Willaman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams & Brian Elter
Todd Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
Zeber-Martell Clay Studio
91.3 The Summit

Rubin Challenge

Our gratitude to Dr. Patricia 
Rubin for her $10,000 challenge 
gift in December 2010 and to the 
following donors who stepped up 
to the challenge:
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Ben Dieterich
Diversity Alliance of  
	Stark County Inc
Robert & Donae Eckert
Barbara Feld
Jeneé & Jennifer Garlando
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
James L. Helmuth
Rabbi David M. Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Bob Kish
Mitchell Kahan, 
	through the John S. and 
	James L. Knight Foundation
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
Judy McClelland
Anonymous
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Helen Richter
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Richard Shirey
Rod Wellman
The Woll Family
Bruce & Mary Helen Wright
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler

Individuals, businesses and foundations 
whose cumulative gifts or pledges to 
GCEF exceed $1,000

Sustaining Donors

$250,000+
Estate of Paul A. Daum

$25,000+
Gill Foundation

$10,000+	
Claudia Bjerre**
Prescott F. Griffith &  
	Joel R. Wolfgang**
Harry E. Jackson**
Patricia Rubin & Teresa Smith
Peter Schofield**

$7,500+
Christopher Hixson &  
	Mitchell Kahan*
John & Margaret McBride**

$5,000+
Bricco, David Glenny
Lisle M. Buckingham  
	Endowment Fund
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik*
Bruce G. Kriete (deceased)**
Fred Martin**

Dr. Steven P. Schmidt &  
	Rick Krochka*
Stephen C. White &  
	John J. Shea Jr.

$2,500+
Angel Falls Coffee Company,   
	Jim King & Rafael Oletta
Gerald & Patricia Barrett
Cathy Chapman*
John & Mary Kay Chlebina
John Grafton & Richard Worswick*
Eric J. Jones*
Judge Gerald Larson*
Pilot Property Management,  
	Tia Stathopoulos &  
	Jason Butterworth
Richard Shirey*
Studio W Interior Design Group 
Inc.

$1,000+
Adolph Optical Service Inc.
Lisa M. Akey
Allen Aircraft Products Inc.
Anonymous
William F. Bartolini*
Jeanne M. Bauhart*
Craig Benson
Fred & Laura Ruth Bidwell*
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Cynthia Christman &  
	Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Marc A. D’Antonio*
Judge Carol J. Dezso
Brian Elter
Fifth Third Bank
Matthew Frericks*
Dr. James D. & Gerri George
The Greenhouse, Gregg Lauck
Mary Beth Harper
Thomas Heggen
James L. Helmuth*
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Howard Hanna Real Estate
Dana Humphreys
Tom Hutchison
Dr. John & Mrs. Sheila Hutzler
Joseph F. Jadick &  
	John G. Robertson*
Jeter Systems Corporation
Donald Keith*
Katherine’s Collection,  
	Katherine & Wayne Kleski
Judy McClelland
Brian McGuire & Joe Haban II*
Kris Mikolajczyk & Annette Nicoloff
Julius Nemeth Charitable Trust
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Robert Renner*
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Harry Roth & Joseph Burian*
Eva Salem
Steve & Eileen Schonfeld
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros*	
James S. Simon	
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	Timothy Maynard*
Summa Health System
Scott Swaldo & Jeff Hicks*
Caryl Tickner
John Vandever & Dwite Barger
Rod Wellman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams
Elizabeth Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
James Zwisler & Gary Zeller*

Charitable Remainder  
Trust Donor
Walter Sheppe

2010 Gay Community Endowment Fund Donors

	**Original Cornerstone Level Donor     *Original Founding Level Donor



donate online

2010 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		  Term Ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	 2012 
chair	
John Grafton	 2011
Eric Jones	 2011
Jim Pickard	 2011
Steven Schmidt, PhD	 2011
Mary Helen Wright	 2011
Cynthia Christman	 2012
Rick Krochka	 2012
Christine Mikolajczyk	 2012
Peter Schofield	 2012
Jeneé Garlando	 2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	 2013
Diane Kovachik	 2013
Judy McClelland	 2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	 2013

2011 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		  Term ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	 2012 
chair
John Grafton*	 2012
Cynthia Christman	 2012
Rick Krochka	 2012
Peter Schofield	 2012
Jeneé Garlando	 2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	 2013
Diane Kovachik	 2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	 2013
David Jesse	 2014
Eric Jones	 2014
Jim Pickard	 2014
Steven Schmidt, PhD	 2014
Mary Helen Wright	 2014

*John Grafton will complete  
the remaining term of  
Kris Mikolajczyk. One seat  
is currently unfilled.

AKRON COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION
John T. Petures, Jr. 
President & CEO

Staff
Dr. Suzanne Allen, Ph.D. 
Vice President, Development

Melina Boyce 
Donor Services Associate

Tina Boyes  
Vice President, Communications

Donae Eckert 
Vice President, Community Investment

Dennis Jansky 
Controller

Chris Miller 
Director, Akron Digital Media Center

Kristen Mooney 
Communications Associate

Kim Nott 
Grants Administrator

De Shawn Pickett 
Administrative Assistant

Steve Schloenbach 
Vice President, Finance

Diane Schumaker 
Donor Services Officer

Emily Watanabe 
Community Investment Officer

2009  Gay 
Communi ty 
Endowment 
Fund  Adv i sory 
Board

Methods  of  G i v ing

Cash

Cash gifts generally qualify for the maximum allowable income tax deduction.  
Checks should be made payable to the Gay Community Endowment Fund.

Recurring Credit Card Donation

Ongoing credit or debit card donations billed either monthly or quarterly make giving 
easy and automatic.

Securities or Real Estate

When securities or real estate have been held for the required long-term capital  
gains holding period and then are gifted to the fund, the donor can usually deduct  
the full fair market value as a charitable contribution and avoid capital gains tax on 
the appreciation.

Charitable Remainder Trusts

Deferred gifts may be made to the fund in the form of charitable remainder trusts 
that pay a lifetime annuity to the donor, with all assets and income going to the fund 
at the donor’s death.

Charitable Lead Trusts

Conversely, a donor may create an immediate annuity interest for the fund for a 
period of years, with the remainder interest returning to the donor or (with the proper 
estate planning) passing to children or grandchildren.

Life Insurance

By assigning ownership to the fund, the donor may receive an immediate charitable 
income-tax deduction in the amount of the policy’s present value. All premium 
payments made by the donor thereafter will also be deductible, and the full face value 
of the policy will be removed from the donor’s estate.

Bequests

This is probably the simplest and most common form of planned giving. Bequests to 
the fund are entirely free from federal excise tax and can, therefore, offer substantial 
estate savings.

Pooled Income Fund

A donor may make a minimum contribution of  $5,000 and receive a pro rata share 
of the fund’s income. Upon the death of the donor or other designated beneficiary, 
the remainder of the charitable gift is transferred to the fund.

IRA Rollover

Through Dec. 31, 2011, seniors age 70 ½ and above can transfer up to $100,000 
from their IRAs to GCEF without it first being counted as income. Not only does this 
benefit the fund, but it may also decrease the donor’s state and federal taxes.  
Call Suzanne Allen at 330-376-8522 to learn more.

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community 
Foundation welcomes gifts in any amount from individuals, 
families, businesses and organizations. Consult your tax advisor  
to determine the best method of giving for you.

www.gaycommunityfund.org
2009 

Battered Women’s Shelter 

CASA Board Volunteer 
Association

Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions 

Community AIDS Network 

Fusion Magazine

The University of Akron 
Women’s Studies Department

Violet’s Cupboard

Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2008

Akron Area Pride Collective

Akron Art Museum 

Akron PFLAG 

Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center of Akron 

Community AIDS Network

Equality Ohio  
Education Fund

First Grace United  
Church of Christ

Fusion Magazine 

2007

Akron AIDS Collaborative

Akron Area  
Pride Collective

Fusion Magazine

Rape Crisis Center

The University of Akron, 
Archives of American 
Psychology 

University of  
Akron Foundation

2006

Fusion Magazine

Portage Path Community 
Mental Health Center

Violet’s Cupboard/ 
Community AIDS Network

2005

Battered Women’s Shelter
Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions, Inc.
The University of Akron 
Foundation
Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2010  Grants  of  the  Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of 
Akron Community Foundation awarded grants 
totaling $26,435 to 11 greater Akron nonprofit 
organizations. This latest round of grants was 
ratified by Akron Community Foundation’s board 
on Friday, Nov. 19, 2010 at its quarterly meeting.

“Our fund put a special emphasis on media 
and arts programs this year,” said GCEF Chair 
Christopher Hixson. “We feel that accurate 
depictions of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community in the media help 
combat bullying, bigotry and intolerance.” 

Grants were awarded to projects promoting 
tolerance and equality in public radio and 
television, as well as print media, theater and the 
visual arts. Other grants focused on youth, social 
services and HIV/AIDS prevention.  

Since awarding its first grants in 2005, the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund has reinvested 
$127,377 into local nonprofit initiatives that 
promote the well-being and full inclusion of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens in 
the greater Akron area. 

Currently, one cycle of grants is awarded annually 
with applications due Sept. 16.

Akron Art Museum 
$3,000

for a James Gobel painting that illustrates the 
pitfalls of stereotypes

Asian Services in Action Inc. 
$2,000

for an HIV/AIDS prevention program for 
Asian Americans

CASA Board Volunteer  
Association Inc. 
$1,790

for a training seminar for court advocates 
working with LGBT youth

Community Health Center 
$965

for staff training in identifying and treating 
addiction and mental health issues in the 
LGBT population

First Grace United Church of Christ 
$2,500

for Project CommUnity, an art project that 
records the personal narratives of LGBT 
individuals and then translates them into live 
theater performances

Friends of 91.3 
$3,500

for KIDJAM!, a children’s radio program  
that emphasizes anti-bullying messages

James Gobel

I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You Need, 2009

Felt, yarn, acrylic and rhinestones on canvas

Collection of the Akron Art Museum, purchased with funds from the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community Foundation, Steven P. 

Schmidt and Richard J. Krochka, and Museum Acquisition Fund

Fusion Magazine 
$3,000

to support the magazine, which strives to 
unify people of different backgrounds and 
orientations

Mobile Meals Inc. 
$1,250

for meals and supplements for LGBT 
individuals in greater Akron

Violet’s Cupboard Inc. 
$1,250 

for safer sex packets for people with HIV

Weathervane Community  
Playhouse Inc.  
$3,500

for the production of “Breaking the Code,” 
a play about Alan Turing, who helped secure 
a victory in World War II but was later 
prosecuted for his homosexuality

Western Reserve Public Media 
$3,680 

to broadcast “In The Life,” a monthly 
television series documenting the LGBT 
experience

GRANT AWARDEES PRIOR TO 2010

The  Gay  Communi ty
Endowment  Fund
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For more information, to donate 
online, or to subscribe to the quarterly 
“Reaching OUT” newsletter, visit:

 www.gaycommunityfund.org

Celebrating 55 years of building community philanthropy, Akron 
Community Foundation is a $126 million philanthropic endowment 
with a growing family of more than 350 funds. In 1955, a $1 million 
bequest from the estate of Edwin Shaw established the foundation, 
which works to improve the quality of life in greater Akron. It 
accepts charitable gifts and bequests from individuals, families, 
organizations and corporations committed to making a difference 
in the community for generations to come. To date, the foundation 
and its funds (including the Gay Community Endowment Fund) 
have awarded more than $90 million in grants to qualified nonprofit 
organizations. To learn more about Akron Community Foundation or 
its funds, call 330-376-8522 or visit www.akroncommunityfdn.org.

345 West Cedar Street    Akron, Ohio 44307-2407    330.376.8522

The mission of the GCEF is to encourage 

philanthropy that results in grant funding  

to nonprofit organizations and agencies  

in the greater Akron area that initiate 

and/or conduct programs or services 

that support or positively impact gay, 

lesbian, bisexual and transgender 

people and serve as a catalyst 

for full participation of LGBT 

people in our society. 

	Sugar Plum Tour (net of expenses)	30,811.90	

	Contributions, pledges, annual mtg tickets*	20,809.59

	Gain on investments	70,854.88

	

	Total revenue	$122,476.37		
	

			

	Grant awards – net	(26,435.00)

	Misc. fund expenses 
	(annual mtg, printing/promotion, website)	(5,272.57)	

	ACF administrative fees	(7,868.29)	

		

	Total expenses	($39,575.86)

	

	

	Net change in fund balance	$82,900.51	

	ADD: January 1, 2010 beginning fund balance	$584,380.58	

	

	Ending December 31, 2010 fund balance	$667,281.09

Gay Community Endowment Fund  
Annual Activity Statement

For the Period January 1, 2010 — December 31, 2010 Revenue

Expenses

A Message from the GCEF Advisory Board Chairman

“I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You 
Need” is the title of the work by James Gobel featured in 
this annual report and recently acquired by the Akron Art 
Museum with partial funding from the Gay Community 
Endowment Fund.  At first glance you may think, “What’s 
so gay about a robed and bearded lounge singer in an Iron 
Maiden T-shirt?”  That was my first question, too.

But Gobel depicts (and is an advocate for) a facet of gay 
identity known as the ‘bear,’ and his portraits celebrate the 
otherwise unappreciated sexuality and sensuality of husky, 
hirsute he-men. He has achieved international acclaim for 
portraits created through meticulous collage of felt, yarn, 
fabric, paint and rhinestones—with subtle visual clues about 
identity layered like patchwork. 

Last year, GCEF again provided grant funding to Fusion, the 
student-driven magazine that explores wide-ranging facets of 
gay identity: from transgender college students and openly 
gay clergy to women rugby players and bisexual coming out 
stories.  We funded HIV/AIDS outreach for Asian Americans 
and underwrote the performance of a play about a gay 
English mathematician and cryptographer. We made grants 
to better respond to addiction and mental health challenges 
and to assist LGBT youth in the court system. And that’s 
only a sampling of the grants we awarded for programs in 
the LGBT community.

Many of us are fond of that term: LGBT community. 

But are we one community? And is our community big 
enough to accept bears; bisexuals; lesbian moms; racial and 
economic differences; our trans men and women; our sisters 
and brothers who are HIV-positive or have AIDS; our next 
generation and the one that came before us; our math geeks, 
rugby players and theater queens; and the many allies who 
support us?

We talk a great deal about our quest for full equality, 
and as our donors know, the primary mission of the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund is to encourage philanthropy 
that will fund programs and services to further full 
participation of LGBT people in our society.  

For us to achieve these lofty goals, we must work to be 
one community, and we must respect and, dare I say, 
“appreciate” our differences. Our fifteen member volunteer 
board faces this challenge each year at our grant review 
meeting, where we consider, discuss and decide each funding 
request on its merits, while respecting that it is your money 
that we reinvest in the community.

Chances are, we’ll eventually fund a project with which you 
don’t agree, and we’ll periodically make a grant that some 
will find controversial. Most of our funding will lead to 

success stories, but sometimes a program will fail. But we 
hope you’ll trust that each of these grants helps grow the 
patchwork of community, and of equality, for all lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people.

In addition to grant-making, the GCEF enjoyed a year of 
economic recovery, new investment and fresh outreach 
opportunities.  Our 
investments returned over 
12%, and over $51,000 
in new contributions, 
pledges and fundraising 
income was added to the 
fund corpus. By year’s 
end, the fund balance  
was over $667,000.

Over 130 guests at our annual meeting welcomed United 
States Senator Sherrod Brown, who offered an impassioned 
keynote address about our path to equality. Later in the year, 
we celebrated “A Different Kind of Mother’s Day” for lesbian 
moms and took our first donor field trip to explore “I Feel 
Love,” an LGBT art exhibition at Progressive Corporation.  
We participated in CANAPI’s casual Day in the Sun pride 
event and Akron Community Foundation’s more buttoned-up 
affiliate fund educational session. In December, the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour spread our message to nearly 600 
attendees—a new tour record! 

The holiday season and year wrapped up with the generosity 
of over 40 donors who responded to Dr. Patricia Rubin’s 
extraordinary $10,000 challenge gift, made in her mother’s 
memory. In just six weeks, the 1:1 challenge was met.    

Collectively, as a community, we achieve so much more than 
we ever could individually. But many individuals deserve 
our thanks: Mary Kay and John Chlebina, for hosting and 
underwriting the magnificent Sugar Plum patron party; 
Kris Mikolajczyk and Mary Helen Wright for co-chairing; 
the other homeowners, sponsors, volunteers and attendees 
who played equally important roles; the GCEF board of 
trustees and the staff of Akron Community Foundation; 
the hard-working professionals and volunteers who run the 
organizations and programs we fund; and each and every 
donor to the GCEF.  Thank you for being the fabric,  
felt and rhinestones of our community.

Sincerely, 
Christopher Hixson 
Chair, GCEF Advisory Board

2010 Fundraising: SUGAR PLUM TOUR

The Gay Community Endowment Fund

Founded in 2001, the Gay Community Endowment Fund 
is a permanent philanthropic fund of Akron Community 
Foundation. The fund provides grants to organizations and 
agencies in the greater Akron area that initiate and/or conduct 
programs or services that support or positively impact lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people and serve as a catalyst 
for full participation of LGBT people in our society. 

The fund promotes philanthropy within the LGBT and  
allied communities.  

In 10 years, the fund has grown to nearly $700,000 through 
gifts, fundraising and bequests. The earned income from this 
balance is distributed through annual grant-making. 

The interest areas of the fund include organizations, programs 
and services benefiting LGBT youth, the arts, health issues, 
operational needs and programming with a connection to the 
mission of the fund. The fund prefers to support organizations 
in which a small grant can make a big difference.

In December, GCEF 
presented the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour 
of Gracious Homes, 
including a patron party 
at the home of Mary Kay 
and John Chlebina.

In August, GCEF donors enjoyed 
a private tour of the Progressive 
Insurance Corporation’s LGBT-themed 
art exhibition “I Feel Love,” followed by 
a casual dinner at Paladar Restaurant.

In January, GCEF donors 
welcomed United States Senator 
Sherrod Brown as guest speaker 
at the 2010 Annual Meeting. 

Jones Group  
	Interiors, Inc.

David Jesse &  
	Steven Williams

Dave Jursik &  
	Debbie Robinson

Diane Kovachik &  
	Jo Dangel

Clay & Nancy Rhinehart

Tim & Elizabeth Sheeler

Mark Williams

TRIAD Communications/ 
	Next Level Interactive

Incite Creative

Cogneato Interactive

Special thanks to 
Sugar Plum Tour 
co-chairs Kristine 
Mikolajczyk and 
Mary Helen Wright, 
home selection chair 
Eric Jones, and the 
50+ volunteers and 
committee members 
for their hard work.

The Ninth Annual Sugar Plum Tour of Gracious Homes welcomed 575 tourgoers and 187 Patron Party 
attendees into some of the area’s finest homes, lavishly decorated for the holidays. Thanks to the generosity of 
tourgoers, sponsors, homeowners and volunteers, the 2010 Sugar Plum Tour raised $30,811 after expenses.

Homeowners:

Mary Kay & John Chlebina,  
patron home

Rob Nelson

Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen

Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins

Fran & Ed Bittle

Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt

Tour Sponsors:

MAJOR SUGAR PLUMS

Bricco Restaurants -  
	David Glenny

Fifth Third Bank

Pilot Property Management - 
	Tia Stathopoulos-Butterworth

Summa Foundation 

GARLAND SPONSORS

Angel Falls  
Coffee Company - 
	Jim King & Rafael Oletta

Judge Jerry Larson

West Side Bakery - 
	Barb & Steve Talevich

Gervasi Vineyard - 
	Scott Swaldo &  
	Jeff Hicks

Lisa Akey

John Barrick &  
	Dan Wolfson

Todd Brown &  
	Todd Feemster

Marlene & Eric Czetli

In May, GCEF co-sponsored 
“A Different Kind of Mother’s 
Day” with writer Amy Miller 
at Weathervane Community 
Playhouse.

*Some contributions associated with the December 2010 Rubin Challenge Gift arrived in early January 2011 and are not reflected in this total.   
  These numbers are unaudited.

“What’s so gay about a robed 
and bearded lounge singer  
in an Iron Maiden T-shirt?”

$10,000
Dr. Patricia Rubin

$1,000-$4,999
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Bricco
Fifth Third Bank
James L. Helmuth
John S. and James L.  
	Knight Foundation,  
	directed by Mitchell Kahan
Margaret McBride
Pilot Property Management, LLC
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Richard Shirey
Summa Health System

$500-$999
Angel Falls Coffee Company Ltd.
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman &  
	Ruth Hotchkiss
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Diversity Alliance of  
	Stark County Inc
Judy McClelland
Victoria Sheppard &  
	Nancy Groves
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright

$250-$499
Anonymous
Lisa M. Akey
John Barrick & Dan Wolfson
Todd A. Brown, M.D. &  
	Todd R Feemster LT
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Ben Dieterich
Robert & Donae Eckert
Mark Williams
Jenee & Jennifer Garlando
Laura Gelfand
Gervasi Vineyard & Italian Bistro
Glenn Goldney
Lynda & Bill Grieves
Christopher Hixson &  
	Mitchell Kahan
Tom Hutchison
Jones Group Interiors, Inc.
Dave Jurcik & Debbie Robinson
Bill & Bernie Kiel
Christopher Kuhn
Gerald Larson
Kris Mikolajczyk
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Elizabeth & Tim Sheeler
Linda Sirak
Rod Wellman
The West Side Bakery
Steve Williams & David Jesse

$100-$249
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Anonymous
Julia & Bruce Bain
Dwite Barger
Claudia Bjerre
Nicoletta Bloodworth
Joanne Briggs, M.D.
Darrell & Margaret Cartwright
Rita & Todd Chambers
Al Ciraldo
Gerardo Cisneros
Charlene Clamp
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Marc D’Antonio & Robert Esseltine
Karen Daverio
Robert Devore
Ken Ditlevson
Deb Dobol
John Dukes

Ronald Forrer
John Francioso
Joan Gangle
Jenee Garlando
Gerri George
Jane Good
Mark Goodman & Norman 	
	Mallard
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
Mary Beth Harper
Richard & Tatiana Harris
Louise Kuhns Harvey
Jeff Hohman
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Rhonda Howell
Dana Humphreys
Ronald Imbrogno
Kenneth Imlay
Mary Ann Jackson
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Patricia A. Kemph
Bob Kish
Mary Anne Krejci
Jean Krieger
John & Grace Krochka
Andrew Kyprianou
Jim Lake
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
James F. Maguire Jr.
Holli Mallak
Neil & Barb Mann
Phil & Karen Marcinkoski
Matthew McCallum
Marie L. Morgan
Cheryl Morris
Cheryl Morse
Nancy Myers
Henry Pabian
Pauline J. Persons
Martha Peyak
James & Leslie Pickard
Tim Prinz
Helen Richter
Chris Rilling
Steven Schmidt & Richard Krochka
Peter Schofield
Laurie M. Schrank
H. Paul Schwitzgebel
Austin Seip
Mary Beth Siegfried
James S. Simon
Cynthia Snider
Frank Spinelli
Dave Stinson
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	Timothy Maynard
Matthew Tedrow
Caryl Tickner
Linda L. Trevorrow
Sarah Vradenburg
Wayside Furniture Inc.
Thomas Weber
David & Michele Whitehurst
Bob & Shari Whitfield
Mark Williams
The Woll Family
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler
Mary Yeager
David Young
Joseph & Debbie Zarconi

Under $100
Rod & Linda Atwood
Laura Austin
Susan Bailey-Pruc
Maureen Bain
Karen Barnes
Al & Donna Barracato
Battered Women’s Shelter

Cindy Beidler
Ronald  & Nancy Benko
Jennifer Bernzweig
Muge Bilgin
Jeff Bixby
Gerry Bowman
Tim & Kathleen Boyer
Jeannette Brewster
Lisa & Daniel Brickner
Todd A. Brown, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Bruno
Christine Burns
James  & Katie Carney
Katie Carney
Jennifer Cauffield
Irene Clark
Jim Connelly
Veronica Cordray
Jonathan Costlow
Susan Dale
Frank D’Angelo
Marc A. D’Antonio
Theresa Deboze
Judith Denardi
Trudy Diehl
Anthony Drevniak
Beth Drinan
Brenda Esposito
Denis & Barbara Feld
Brad Fellows
Alan Ferrall
Robyn Filing
Andrew Fligor
Eileen Francik
Kurt Geissler
Tom & Daralee Ghinder
David & Gina Giffels
Victoria Giovangnoli
Elaine Girard
Amanda Goff
Gold Clipper Magazine
Tony & Toby Gorant
Todd & Jennifer Grable
Wayne Greene &  
	Susan Switzer Greene
John & Mary Lou Grossmann
Sara Guerrero-Duby
Joy & Bruce Hagelin
Lee Hampton
Marcus Harris
Jessica Haydu
Marci Held
Brighid Hillmuth
Marsha Hintz
Joanne Hiscar
John & Tracie Holik
Lynnette Horn
James Hoskins
Christina Jarosch & Sandra Kurt
Tracy Jensen
David Jesse & Steven Williams
Sylvia Johnson
Christine Kelleher
Mary Kelly
Steve Kline
Kathy Lehr
Greg Leimeister
Carol Lengen
Annette Lucarelli
Sara Lucas
Melissa Lund
Eric Lutzo
Rowan Mactaggart
Lynne Malone
Lucretia Mandala
Tricia Mandala
Helen E. McCready
Dr. Lorraine A. McCue
Peter McDermott
Bruce & Kathleen McFarland
Becky Michael

Randy Miller
Allison Millham
Mary Mishler
Kelly Mocarski
Deborah Morsefield
John Mosier
Brenton Moyers
Patti Muster
Pam Novak
Heather Nuccio
Linda Nuosci
Chris H. Nussbaum
Janine Obee
Emily M. O’Brien
Brandy Olefir
Donna J. Osborn
Julie Pachta
Amy Palmiero
Donna Paola
C. M. Paringer
Sarah Partington
Melissa Paul
John Pazell
Raphael Peoples
Earl Pierson
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Thomas Pozza
Kelley Pozza-Adams
Kelly Price
Barbara Pryor
Dana Pulk Dickinson
Bonnie Ray
Margaret Reagan
Jean Riegler
Rick & Alita Rogers
David & Shirley Root
Mary Margaret Rowlands
Patricia C. Roy
Donna Rumenik
Helen Ryan-King
Becky Scaglione
Shane Scarbrough
Linda Scott
Scott Sella & Kevin Pribble
Lisa Shaheen
Laura Sheeks
Lynn Soquel & Barb Fisher
Cecilia Spalding
William Spence
Jane Startzman
Georgia & John Stathopoulos
Nancy Steed
Ron Stiltner
Nancy Stoller
Kathy Stutzman
Denise Taylor
Christine Thomas
Jennifer Towell
Susan Truby
Patricia A. Trudics
Wendy Turrell
Karen  Tuttle
Jill Ulrich
Mike Umpleby
Cheryl Urban
Pete Van Bohemen
Shelley Vitarisi
Carolyn Wagner
Theresa Waickman
Patricia Walker
Ellie Ward
Annie Warmbrodt
Joy Watts
Ann Lynn Wehener
Mrs. Mark Wernig
Charles Wetmore
Johnathan Willaman
Todd Wilson
Mary Witt
Ken Woods
Lyndy Zehner
Michael Zirnsak

Memorial/Tribute Gifts

Cynthia Christman 
In memory of 
Joy SanMarco

Denis & Barbara Feld 
In memory of 
Nancy Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick 
In memory of 
Brad Villers

Eric J. Jones 
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Al (Bud) Jurkoshek

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Carlla R. Shaw

Bob Kish	 
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Rod Wellman	 
In memory of 
Nancy McKenzie

Robert & Donae Eckert	 
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

Laura Gelfand	 
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick	
In honor of 
Dr. Steven P. Schmidt

In-Kind Contributions  
and Volunteers

Akron Art Museum
Jim Armstrong
Barry Artis
Fran & Ed Bittle
Bricco Restaurants
Emily Buerhle
CANAPI
Cascade Auto Group
Mary Kay & John Chlebina
ClearChannel Outdoor
Cogneato Interactive
Judith Cohodas
Linda Denton
Leandra Drumm Designs
Equality Ohio
Laura Gelfand
James Gobel
Connie Graven
Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen
Brianne Henderson
Brighid Hillmoth
Christopher Hixson
Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins
Incite Creative
Roberta Kleinman
Melissa Lund
Main Street Gourmet
Matt McCallum & Ben Manista
Dr. Becky McElfresh
Medline Industries
Kristine Mikolajczyk &  
	Annette Nicoloff
Moe’s Restaurant, Moe Schneider
Rob Nelson
Sharon Null
Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt
Papa Joe’s Restaurant
Larry Pentecost
Kevin Pribble & Scott Sella
Progressive Insurance Company
Margaret Reagan
Rosemary Reymann
Ken Rocco
Daniel Sernacola
A. Joshua Sims
Georgia & John Stathopoulos

Thomas Limousine
Triad Communications
Weathervane Playhouse
West Side Bakery
Johnathan Willaman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams & Brian Elter
Todd Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
Zeber-Martell Clay Studio
91.3 The Summit

Rubin Challenge

Our gratitude to Dr. Patricia 
Rubin for her $10,000 challenge 
gift in December 2010 and to the 
following donors who stepped up 
to the challenge:
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Ben Dieterich
Diversity Alliance of  
	Stark County Inc
Robert & Donae Eckert
Barbara Feld
Jeneé & Jennifer Garlando
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
James L. Helmuth
Rabbi David M. Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Bob Kish
Mitchell Kahan, 
	through the John S. and 
	James L. Knight Foundation
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
Judy McClelland
Anonymous
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Helen Richter
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Richard Shirey
Rod Wellman
The Woll Family
Bruce & Mary Helen Wright
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler

Individuals, businesses and foundations 
whose cumulative gifts or pledges to 
GCEF exceed $1,000

Sustaining Donors

$250,000+
Estate of Paul A. Daum

$25,000+
Gill Foundation

$10,000+	
Claudia Bjerre**
Prescott F. Griffith &  
	Joel R. Wolfgang**
Harry E. Jackson**
Patricia Rubin & Teresa Smith
Peter Schofield**

$7,500+
Christopher Hixson &  
	Mitchell Kahan*
John & Margaret McBride**

$5,000+
Bricco, David Glenny
Lisle M. Buckingham  
	Endowment Fund
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik*
Bruce G. Kriete (deceased)**
Fred Martin**

Dr. Steven P. Schmidt &  
	Rick Krochka*
Stephen C. White &  
	John J. Shea Jr.

$2,500+
Angel Falls Coffee Company,   
	Jim King & Rafael Oletta
Gerald & Patricia Barrett
Cathy Chapman*
John & Mary Kay Chlebina
John Grafton & Richard Worswick*
Eric J. Jones*
Judge Gerald Larson*
Pilot Property Management,  
	Tia Stathopoulos &  
	Jason Butterworth
Richard Shirey*
Studio W Interior Design Group 
Inc.

$1,000+
Adolph Optical Service Inc.
Lisa M. Akey
Allen Aircraft Products Inc.
Anonymous
William F. Bartolini*
Jeanne M. Bauhart*
Craig Benson
Fred & Laura Ruth Bidwell*
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Cynthia Christman &  
	Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Marc A. D’Antonio*
Judge Carol J. Dezso
Brian Elter
Fifth Third Bank
Matthew Frericks*
Dr. James D. & Gerri George
The Greenhouse, Gregg Lauck
Mary Beth Harper
Thomas Heggen
James L. Helmuth*
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Howard Hanna Real Estate
Dana Humphreys
Tom Hutchison
Dr. John & Mrs. Sheila Hutzler
Joseph F. Jadick &  
	John G. Robertson*
Jeter Systems Corporation
Donald Keith*
Katherine’s Collection,  
	Katherine & Wayne Kleski
Judy McClelland
Brian McGuire & Joe Haban II*
Kris Mikolajczyk & Annette Nicoloff
Julius Nemeth Charitable Trust
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Robert Renner*
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Harry Roth & Joseph Burian*
Eva Salem
Steve & Eileen Schonfeld
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros*	
James S. Simon	
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	Timothy Maynard*
Summa Health System
Scott Swaldo & Jeff Hicks*
Caryl Tickner
John Vandever & Dwite Barger
Rod Wellman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams
Elizabeth Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
James Zwisler & Gary Zeller*

Charitable Remainder  
Trust Donor
Walter Sheppe

2010 Gay Community Endowment Fund Donors

	**Original Cornerstone Level Donor     *Original Founding Level Donor



donate online

2010 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		  Term Ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	 2012 
chair	
John Grafton	 2011
Eric Jones	 2011
Jim Pickard	 2011
Steven Schmidt, PhD	 2011
Mary Helen Wright	 2011
Cynthia Christman	 2012
Rick Krochka	 2012
Christine Mikolajczyk	 2012
Peter Schofield	 2012
Jeneé Garlando	 2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	 2013
Diane Kovachik	 2013
Judy McClelland	 2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	 2013

2011 GCEF Advisory  
Board Members
		  Term ends January
Christopher Hixson, 	 2012 
chair
John Grafton*	 2012
Cynthia Christman	 2012
Rick Krochka	 2012
Peter Schofield	 2012
Jeneé Garlando	 2013
Rabbi David Horowitz	 2013
Diane Kovachik	 2013
Dr. Patricia Rubin	 2013
David Jesse	 2014
Eric Jones	 2014
Jim Pickard	 2014
Steven Schmidt, PhD	 2014
Mary Helen Wright	 2014

*John Grafton will complete  
the remaining term of  
Kris Mikolajczyk. One seat  
is currently unfilled.

AKRON COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION
John T. Petures, Jr. 
President & CEO

Staff
Dr. Suzanne Allen, Ph.D. 
Vice President, Development

Melina Boyce 
Donor Services Associate

Tina Boyes  
Vice President, Communications

Donae Eckert 
Vice President, Community Investment

Dennis Jansky 
Controller

Chris Miller 
Director, Akron Digital Media Center

Kristen Mooney 
Communications Associate

Kim Nott 
Grants Administrator

De Shawn Pickett 
Administrative Assistant

Steve Schloenbach 
Vice President, Finance

Diane Schumaker 
Donor Services Officer

Emily Watanabe 
Community Investment Officer

2009  Gay 
Communi ty 
Endowment 
Fund  Adv i sory 
Board

Methods  of  G i v ing

Cash

Cash gifts generally qualify for the maximum allowable income tax deduction.  
Checks should be made payable to the Gay Community Endowment Fund.

Recurring Credit Card Donation

Ongoing credit or debit card donations billed either monthly or quarterly make giving 
easy and automatic.

Securities or Real Estate

When securities or real estate have been held for the required long-term capital  
gains holding period and then are gifted to the fund, the donor can usually deduct  
the full fair market value as a charitable contribution and avoid capital gains tax on 
the appreciation.

Charitable Remainder Trusts

Deferred gifts may be made to the fund in the form of charitable remainder trusts 
that pay a lifetime annuity to the donor, with all assets and income going to the fund 
at the donor’s death.

Charitable Lead Trusts

Conversely, a donor may create an immediate annuity interest for the fund for a 
period of years, with the remainder interest returning to the donor or (with the proper 
estate planning) passing to children or grandchildren.

Life Insurance

By assigning ownership to the fund, the donor may receive an immediate charitable 
income-tax deduction in the amount of the policy’s present value. All premium 
payments made by the donor thereafter will also be deductible, and the full face value 
of the policy will be removed from the donor’s estate.

Bequests

This is probably the simplest and most common form of planned giving. Bequests to 
the fund are entirely free from federal excise tax and can, therefore, offer substantial 
estate savings.

Pooled Income Fund

A donor may make a minimum contribution of  $5,000 and receive a pro rata share 
of the fund’s income. Upon the death of the donor or other designated beneficiary, 
the remainder of the charitable gift is transferred to the fund.

IRA Rollover

Through Dec. 31, 2011, seniors age 70 ½ and above can transfer up to $100,000 
from their IRAs to GCEF without it first being counted as income. Not only does this 
benefit the fund, but it may also decrease the donor’s state and federal taxes.  
Call Suzanne Allen at 330-376-8522 to learn more.

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community 
Foundation welcomes gifts in any amount from individuals, 
families, businesses and organizations. Consult your tax advisor  
to determine the best method of giving for you.

www.gaycommunityfund.org
2009 

Battered Women’s Shelter 

CASA Board Volunteer 
Association

Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions 

Community AIDS Network 

Fusion Magazine

The University of Akron 
Women’s Studies Department

Violet’s Cupboard

Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2008

Akron Area Pride Collective

Akron Art Museum 

Akron PFLAG 

Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center of Akron 

Community AIDS Network

Equality Ohio  
Education Fund

First Grace United  
Church of Christ

Fusion Magazine 

2007

Akron AIDS Collaborative

Akron Area  
Pride Collective

Fusion Magazine

Rape Crisis Center

The University of Akron, 
Archives of American 
Psychology 

University of  
Akron Foundation

2006

Fusion Magazine

Portage Path Community 
Mental Health Center

Violet’s Cupboard/ 
Community AIDS Network

2005

Battered Women’s Shelter
Child Guidance & Family 
Solutions, Inc.
The University of Akron 
Foundation
Weathervane Community 
Playhouse

2010  Grants  of  the  Gay  Communi ty  Endowment  Fund

The Gay Community Endowment Fund of 
Akron Community Foundation awarded grants 
totaling $26,435 to 11 greater Akron nonprofit 
organizations. This latest round of grants was 
ratified by Akron Community Foundation’s board 
on Friday, Nov. 19, 2010 at its quarterly meeting.

“Our fund put a special emphasis on media 
and arts programs this year,” said GCEF Chair 
Christopher Hixson. “We feel that accurate 
depictions of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community in the media help 
combat bullying, bigotry and intolerance.” 

Grants were awarded to projects promoting 
tolerance and equality in public radio and 
television, as well as print media, theater and the 
visual arts. Other grants focused on youth, social 
services and HIV/AIDS prevention.  

Since awarding its first grants in 2005, the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund has reinvested 
$127,377 into local nonprofit initiatives that 
promote the well-being and full inclusion of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens in 
the greater Akron area. 

Currently, one cycle of grants is awarded annually 
with applications due Sept. 16.

Akron Art Museum 
$3,000

for a James Gobel painting that illustrates the 
pitfalls of stereotypes

Asian Services in Action Inc. 
$2,000

for an HIV/AIDS prevention program for 
Asian Americans

CASA Board Volunteer  
Association Inc. 
$1,790

for a training seminar for court advocates 
working with LGBT youth

Community Health Center 
$965

for staff training in identifying and treating 
addiction and mental health issues in the 
LGBT population

First Grace United Church of Christ 
$2,500

for Project CommUnity, an art project that 
records the personal narratives of LGBT 
individuals and then translates them into live 
theater performances

Friends of 91.3 
$3,500

for KIDJAM!, a children’s radio program  
that emphasizes anti-bullying messages

James Gobel

I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You Need, 2009

Felt, yarn, acrylic and rhinestones on canvas

Collection of the Akron Art Museum, purchased with funds from the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund of Akron Community Foundation, Steven P. 

Schmidt and Richard J. Krochka, and Museum Acquisition Fund

Fusion Magazine 
$3,000

to support the magazine, which strives to 
unify people of different backgrounds and 
orientations

Mobile Meals Inc. 
$1,250

for meals and supplements for LGBT 
individuals in greater Akron

Violet’s Cupboard Inc. 
$1,250 

for safer sex packets for people with HIV

Weathervane Community  
Playhouse Inc.  
$3,500

for the production of “Breaking the Code,” 
a play about Alan Turing, who helped secure 
a victory in World War II but was later 
prosecuted for his homosexuality

Western Reserve Public Media 
$3,680 

to broadcast “In The Life,” a monthly 
television series documenting the LGBT 
experience

GRANT AWARDEES PRIOR TO 2010

The  Gay  Communi ty
Endowment  Fund
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For more information, to donate 
online, or to subscribe to the quarterly 
“Reaching OUT” newsletter, visit:

 www.gaycommunityfund.org

Celebrating 55 years of building community philanthropy, Akron 
Community Foundation is a $126 million philanthropic endowment 
with a growing family of more than 350 funds. In 1955, a $1 million 
bequest from the estate of Edwin Shaw established the foundation, 
which works to improve the quality of life in greater Akron. It 
accepts charitable gifts and bequests from individuals, families, 
organizations and corporations committed to making a difference 
in the community for generations to come. To date, the foundation 
and its funds (including the Gay Community Endowment Fund) 
have awarded more than $90 million in grants to qualified nonprofit 
organizations. To learn more about Akron Community Foundation or 
its funds, call 330-376-8522 or visit www.akroncommunityfdn.org.

345 West Cedar Street    Akron, Ohio 44307-2407    330.376.8522

The mission of the GCEF is to encourage 

philanthropy that results in grant funding  

to nonprofit organizations and agencies  

in the greater Akron area that initiate 

and/or conduct programs or services 

that support or positively impact gay, 

lesbian, bisexual and transgender 

people and serve as a catalyst 

for full participation of LGBT 

people in our society. 

	Sugar Plum Tour (net of expenses)	30,811.90	

	Contributions, pledges, annual mtg tickets*	20,809.59

	Gain on investments	70,854.88

	

	Total revenue	$122,476.37		
	

			

	Grant awards – net	(26,435.00)

	Misc. fund expenses 
	(annual mtg, printing/promotion, website)	(5,272.57)	

	ACF administrative fees	(7,868.29)	

		

	Total expenses	($39,575.86)

	

	

	Net change in fund balance	$82,900.51	

	ADD: January 1, 2010 beginning fund balance	$584,380.58	

	

	Ending December 31, 2010 fund balance	$667,281.09

Gay Community Endowment Fund  
Annual Activity Statement

For the Period January 1, 2010 — December 31, 2010 Revenue

Expenses

A Message from the GCEF Advisory Board Chairman

“I’ll Be Your Friend, I’ll Be Your Love, I’ll Be Everything You 
Need” is the title of the work by James Gobel featured in 
this annual report and recently acquired by the Akron Art 
Museum with partial funding from the Gay Community 
Endowment Fund.  At first glance you may think, “What’s 
so gay about a robed and bearded lounge singer in an Iron 
Maiden T-shirt?”  That was my first question, too.

But Gobel depicts (and is an advocate for) a facet of gay 
identity known as the ‘bear,’ and his portraits celebrate the 
otherwise unappreciated sexuality and sensuality of husky, 
hirsute he-men. He has achieved international acclaim for 
portraits created through meticulous collage of felt, yarn, 
fabric, paint and rhinestones—with subtle visual clues about 
identity layered like patchwork. 

Last year, GCEF again provided grant funding to Fusion, the 
student-driven magazine that explores wide-ranging facets of 
gay identity: from transgender college students and openly 
gay clergy to women rugby players and bisexual coming out 
stories.  We funded HIV/AIDS outreach for Asian Americans 
and underwrote the performance of a play about a gay 
English mathematician and cryptographer. We made grants 
to better respond to addiction and mental health challenges 
and to assist LGBT youth in the court system. And that’s 
only a sampling of the grants we awarded for programs in 
the LGBT community.

Many of us are fond of that term: LGBT community. 

But are we one community? And is our community big 
enough to accept bears; bisexuals; lesbian moms; racial and 
economic differences; our trans men and women; our sisters 
and brothers who are HIV-positive or have AIDS; our next 
generation and the one that came before us; our math geeks, 
rugby players and theater queens; and the many allies who 
support us?

We talk a great deal about our quest for full equality, 
and as our donors know, the primary mission of the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund is to encourage philanthropy 
that will fund programs and services to further full 
participation of LGBT people in our society.  

For us to achieve these lofty goals, we must work to be 
one community, and we must respect and, dare I say, 
“appreciate” our differences. Our fifteen member volunteer 
board faces this challenge each year at our grant review 
meeting, where we consider, discuss and decide each funding 
request on its merits, while respecting that it is your money 
that we reinvest in the community.

Chances are, we’ll eventually fund a project with which you 
don’t agree, and we’ll periodically make a grant that some 
will find controversial. Most of our funding will lead to 

success stories, but sometimes a program will fail. But we 
hope you’ll trust that each of these grants helps grow the 
patchwork of community, and of equality, for all lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people.

In addition to grant-making, the GCEF enjoyed a year of 
economic recovery, new investment and fresh outreach 
opportunities.  Our 
investments returned over 
12%, and over $51,000 
in new contributions, 
pledges and fundraising 
income was added to the 
fund corpus. By year’s 
end, the fund balance  
was over $667,000.

Over 130 guests at our annual meeting welcomed United 
States Senator Sherrod Brown, who offered an impassioned 
keynote address about our path to equality. Later in the year, 
we celebrated “A Different Kind of Mother’s Day” for lesbian 
moms and took our first donor field trip to explore “I Feel 
Love,” an LGBT art exhibition at Progressive Corporation.  
We participated in CANAPI’s casual Day in the Sun pride 
event and Akron Community Foundation’s more buttoned-up 
affiliate fund educational session. In December, the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour spread our message to nearly 600 
attendees—a new tour record! 

The holiday season and year wrapped up with the generosity 
of over 40 donors who responded to Dr. Patricia Rubin’s 
extraordinary $10,000 challenge gift, made in her mother’s 
memory. In just six weeks, the 1:1 challenge was met.    

Collectively, as a community, we achieve so much more than 
we ever could individually. But many individuals deserve 
our thanks: Mary Kay and John Chlebina, for hosting and 
underwriting the magnificent Sugar Plum patron party; 
Kris Mikolajczyk and Mary Helen Wright for co-chairing; 
the other homeowners, sponsors, volunteers and attendees 
who played equally important roles; the GCEF board of 
trustees and the staff of Akron Community Foundation; 
the hard-working professionals and volunteers who run the 
organizations and programs we fund; and each and every 
donor to the GCEF.  Thank you for being the fabric,  
felt and rhinestones of our community.

Sincerely, 
Christopher Hixson 
Chair, GCEF Advisory Board

2010 Fundraising: SUGAR PLUM TOUR

The Gay Community Endowment Fund

Founded in 2001, the Gay Community Endowment Fund 
is a permanent philanthropic fund of Akron Community 
Foundation. The fund provides grants to organizations and 
agencies in the greater Akron area that initiate and/or conduct 
programs or services that support or positively impact lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people and serve as a catalyst 
for full participation of LGBT people in our society. 

The fund promotes philanthropy within the LGBT and  
allied communities.  

In 10 years, the fund has grown to nearly $700,000 through 
gifts, fundraising and bequests. The earned income from this 
balance is distributed through annual grant-making. 

The interest areas of the fund include organizations, programs 
and services benefiting LGBT youth, the arts, health issues, 
operational needs and programming with a connection to the 
mission of the fund. The fund prefers to support organizations 
in which a small grant can make a big difference.

In December, GCEF 
presented the ninth 
annual Sugar Plum Tour 
of Gracious Homes, 
including a patron party 
at the home of Mary Kay 
and John Chlebina.

In August, GCEF donors enjoyed 
a private tour of the Progressive 
Insurance Corporation’s LGBT-themed 
art exhibition “I Feel Love,” followed by 
a casual dinner at Paladar Restaurant.

In January, GCEF donors 
welcomed United States Senator 
Sherrod Brown as guest speaker 
at the 2010 Annual Meeting. 

Jones Group  
	Interiors, Inc.

David Jesse &  
	Steven Williams

Dave Jursik &  
	Debbie Robinson

Diane Kovachik &  
	Jo Dangel

Clay & Nancy Rhinehart

Tim & Elizabeth Sheeler

Mark Williams

TRIAD Communications/ 
	Next Level Interactive

Incite Creative

Cogneato Interactive

Special thanks to 
Sugar Plum Tour 
co-chairs Kristine 
Mikolajczyk and 
Mary Helen Wright, 
home selection chair 
Eric Jones, and the 
50+ volunteers and 
committee members 
for their hard work.

The Ninth Annual Sugar Plum Tour of Gracious Homes welcomed 575 tourgoers and 187 Patron Party 
attendees into some of the area’s finest homes, lavishly decorated for the holidays. Thanks to the generosity of 
tourgoers, sponsors, homeowners and volunteers, the 2010 Sugar Plum Tour raised $30,811 after expenses.

Homeowners:

Mary Kay & John Chlebina,  
patron home

Rob Nelson

Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen

Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins

Fran & Ed Bittle

Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt

Tour Sponsors:

MAJOR SUGAR PLUMS

Bricco Restaurants -  
	David Glenny

Fifth Third Bank

Pilot Property Management - 
	Tia Stathopoulos-Butterworth

Summa Foundation 

GARLAND SPONSORS

Angel Falls  
Coffee Company - 
	Jim King & Rafael Oletta

Judge Jerry Larson

West Side Bakery - 
	Barb & Steve Talevich

Gervasi Vineyard - 
	Scott Swaldo &  
	Jeff Hicks

Lisa Akey

John Barrick &  
	Dan Wolfson

Todd Brown &  
	Todd Feemster

Marlene & Eric Czetli

In May, GCEF co-sponsored 
“A Different Kind of Mother’s 
Day” with writer Amy Miller 
at Weathervane Community 
Playhouse.

*Some contributions associated with the December 2010 Rubin Challenge Gift arrived in early January 2011 and are not reflected in this total.   
  These numbers are unaudited.

“What’s so gay about a robed 
and bearded lounge singer  
in an Iron Maiden T-shirt?”

$10,000
Dr. Patricia Rubin

$1,000-$4,999
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Bricco
Fifth Third Bank
James L. Helmuth
John S. and James L.  
	Knight Foundation,  
	directed by Mitchell Kahan
Margaret McBride
Pilot Property Management, LLC
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Richard Shirey
Summa Health System

$500-$999
Angel Falls Coffee Company Ltd.
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman &  
	Ruth Hotchkiss
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Diversity Alliance of  
	Stark County Inc
Judy McClelland
Victoria Sheppard &  
	Nancy Groves
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright

$250-$499
Anonymous
Lisa M. Akey
John Barrick & Dan Wolfson
Todd A. Brown, M.D. &  
	Todd R Feemster LT
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Ben Dieterich
Robert & Donae Eckert
Mark Williams
Jenee & Jennifer Garlando
Laura Gelfand
Gervasi Vineyard & Italian Bistro
Glenn Goldney
Lynda & Bill Grieves
Christopher Hixson &  
	Mitchell Kahan
Tom Hutchison
Jones Group Interiors, Inc.
Dave Jurcik & Debbie Robinson
Bill & Bernie Kiel
Christopher Kuhn
Gerald Larson
Kris Mikolajczyk
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Elizabeth & Tim Sheeler
Linda Sirak
Rod Wellman
The West Side Bakery
Steve Williams & David Jesse

$100-$249
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Anonymous
Julia & Bruce Bain
Dwite Barger
Claudia Bjerre
Nicoletta Bloodworth
Joanne Briggs, M.D.
Darrell & Margaret Cartwright
Rita & Todd Chambers
Al Ciraldo
Gerardo Cisneros
Charlene Clamp
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Marc D’Antonio & Robert Esseltine
Karen Daverio
Robert Devore
Ken Ditlevson
Deb Dobol
John Dukes

Ronald Forrer
John Francioso
Joan Gangle
Jenee Garlando
Gerri George
Jane Good
Mark Goodman & Norman 	
	Mallard
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
Mary Beth Harper
Richard & Tatiana Harris
Louise Kuhns Harvey
Jeff Hohman
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Rhonda Howell
Dana Humphreys
Ronald Imbrogno
Kenneth Imlay
Mary Ann Jackson
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Patricia A. Kemph
Bob Kish
Mary Anne Krejci
Jean Krieger
John & Grace Krochka
Andrew Kyprianou
Jim Lake
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
James F. Maguire Jr.
Holli Mallak
Neil & Barb Mann
Phil & Karen Marcinkoski
Matthew McCallum
Marie L. Morgan
Cheryl Morris
Cheryl Morse
Nancy Myers
Henry Pabian
Pauline J. Persons
Martha Peyak
James & Leslie Pickard
Tim Prinz
Helen Richter
Chris Rilling
Steven Schmidt & Richard Krochka
Peter Schofield
Laurie M. Schrank
H. Paul Schwitzgebel
Austin Seip
Mary Beth Siegfried
James S. Simon
Cynthia Snider
Frank Spinelli
Dave Stinson
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	Timothy Maynard
Matthew Tedrow
Caryl Tickner
Linda L. Trevorrow
Sarah Vradenburg
Wayside Furniture Inc.
Thomas Weber
David & Michele Whitehurst
Bob & Shari Whitfield
Mark Williams
The Woll Family
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler
Mary Yeager
David Young
Joseph & Debbie Zarconi

Under $100
Rod & Linda Atwood
Laura Austin
Susan Bailey-Pruc
Maureen Bain
Karen Barnes
Al & Donna Barracato
Battered Women’s Shelter

Cindy Beidler
Ronald  & Nancy Benko
Jennifer Bernzweig
Muge Bilgin
Jeff Bixby
Gerry Bowman
Tim & Kathleen Boyer
Jeannette Brewster
Lisa & Daniel Brickner
Todd A. Brown, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Bruno
Christine Burns
James  & Katie Carney
Katie Carney
Jennifer Cauffield
Irene Clark
Jim Connelly
Veronica Cordray
Jonathan Costlow
Susan Dale
Frank D’Angelo
Marc A. D’Antonio
Theresa Deboze
Judith Denardi
Trudy Diehl
Anthony Drevniak
Beth Drinan
Brenda Esposito
Denis & Barbara Feld
Brad Fellows
Alan Ferrall
Robyn Filing
Andrew Fligor
Eileen Francik
Kurt Geissler
Tom & Daralee Ghinder
David & Gina Giffels
Victoria Giovangnoli
Elaine Girard
Amanda Goff
Gold Clipper Magazine
Tony & Toby Gorant
Todd & Jennifer Grable
Wayne Greene &  
	Susan Switzer Greene
John & Mary Lou Grossmann
Sara Guerrero-Duby
Joy & Bruce Hagelin
Lee Hampton
Marcus Harris
Jessica Haydu
Marci Held
Brighid Hillmuth
Marsha Hintz
Joanne Hiscar
John & Tracie Holik
Lynnette Horn
James Hoskins
Christina Jarosch & Sandra Kurt
Tracy Jensen
David Jesse & Steven Williams
Sylvia Johnson
Christine Kelleher
Mary Kelly
Steve Kline
Kathy Lehr
Greg Leimeister
Carol Lengen
Annette Lucarelli
Sara Lucas
Melissa Lund
Eric Lutzo
Rowan Mactaggart
Lynne Malone
Lucretia Mandala
Tricia Mandala
Helen E. McCready
Dr. Lorraine A. McCue
Peter McDermott
Bruce & Kathleen McFarland
Becky Michael

Randy Miller
Allison Millham
Mary Mishler
Kelly Mocarski
Deborah Morsefield
John Mosier
Brenton Moyers
Patti Muster
Pam Novak
Heather Nuccio
Linda Nuosci
Chris H. Nussbaum
Janine Obee
Emily M. O’Brien
Brandy Olefir
Donna J. Osborn
Julie Pachta
Amy Palmiero
Donna Paola
C. M. Paringer
Sarah Partington
Melissa Paul
John Pazell
Raphael Peoples
Earl Pierson
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Thomas Pozza
Kelley Pozza-Adams
Kelly Price
Barbara Pryor
Dana Pulk Dickinson
Bonnie Ray
Margaret Reagan
Jean Riegler
Rick & Alita Rogers
David & Shirley Root
Mary Margaret Rowlands
Patricia C. Roy
Donna Rumenik
Helen Ryan-King
Becky Scaglione
Shane Scarbrough
Linda Scott
Scott Sella & Kevin Pribble
Lisa Shaheen
Laura Sheeks
Lynn Soquel & Barb Fisher
Cecilia Spalding
William Spence
Jane Startzman
Georgia & John Stathopoulos
Nancy Steed
Ron Stiltner
Nancy Stoller
Kathy Stutzman
Denise Taylor
Christine Thomas
Jennifer Towell
Susan Truby
Patricia A. Trudics
Wendy Turrell
Karen  Tuttle
Jill Ulrich
Mike Umpleby
Cheryl Urban
Pete Van Bohemen
Shelley Vitarisi
Carolyn Wagner
Theresa Waickman
Patricia Walker
Ellie Ward
Annie Warmbrodt
Joy Watts
Ann Lynn Wehener
Mrs. Mark Wernig
Charles Wetmore
Johnathan Willaman
Todd Wilson
Mary Witt
Ken Woods
Lyndy Zehner
Michael Zirnsak

Memorial/Tribute Gifts

Cynthia Christman 
In memory of 
Joy SanMarco

Denis & Barbara Feld 
In memory of 
Nancy Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick 
In memory of 
Brad Villers

Eric J. Jones 
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Al (Bud) Jurkoshek

Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis 
In memory of 
Carlla R. Shaw

Bob Kish	 
In memory of 
Eleanor Kish

Rod Wellman	 
In memory of 
Nancy McKenzie

Robert & Donae Eckert	 
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

Laura Gelfand	 
In honor of 
Christopher Hixson

John Grafton & Richard Worswick	
In honor of 
Dr. Steven P. Schmidt

In-Kind Contributions  
and Volunteers

Akron Art Museum
Jim Armstrong
Barry Artis
Fran & Ed Bittle
Bricco Restaurants
Emily Buerhle
CANAPI
Cascade Auto Group
Mary Kay & John Chlebina
ClearChannel Outdoor
Cogneato Interactive
Judith Cohodas
Linda Denton
Leandra Drumm Designs
Equality Ohio
Laura Gelfand
James Gobel
Connie Graven
Mike Gunter & Tom Heggen
Brianne Henderson
Brighid Hillmoth
Christopher Hixson
Mary Kay & Mike Hopkins
Incite Creative
Roberta Kleinman
Melissa Lund
Main Street Gourmet
Matt McCallum & Ben Manista
Dr. Becky McElfresh
Medline Industries
Kristine Mikolajczyk &  
	Annette Nicoloff
Moe’s Restaurant, Moe Schneider
Rob Nelson
Sharon Null
Pola & Michael Ochsenhirt
Papa Joe’s Restaurant
Larry Pentecost
Kevin Pribble & Scott Sella
Progressive Insurance Company
Margaret Reagan
Rosemary Reymann
Ken Rocco
Daniel Sernacola
A. Joshua Sims
Georgia & John Stathopoulos

Thomas Limousine
Triad Communications
Weathervane Playhouse
West Side Bakery
Johnathan Willaman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams & Brian Elter
Todd Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
Zeber-Martell Clay Studio
91.3 The Summit

Rubin Challenge

Our gratitude to Dr. Patricia 
Rubin for her $10,000 challenge 
gift in December 2010 and to the 
following donors who stepped up 
to the challenge:
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Craig Benson
Cynthia Christman
John Crawford & Frank Spinelli
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik
Ben Dieterich
Diversity Alliance of  
	Stark County Inc
Robert & Donae Eckert
Barbara Feld
Jeneé & Jennifer Garlando
John Grafton & Richard Worswick
James L. Helmuth
Rabbi David M. Horowitz
Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric J. Jones
Terry Jurkoshek & Jennifer Davis
Edward & Audrey Kancler
Bob Kish
Mitchell Kahan, 
	through the John S. and 
	James L. Knight Foundation
Darren LeBeau & Dave Stinson
Judy McClelland
Anonymous
George Pope & Todd Fulmer
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Helen Richter
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros
Richard Shirey
Rod Wellman
The Woll Family
Bruce & Mary Helen Wright
Holli Mallak & Gregory Wurgler

Individuals, businesses and foundations 
whose cumulative gifts or pledges to 
GCEF exceed $1,000

Sustaining Donors

$250,000+
Estate of Paul A. Daum

$25,000+
Gill Foundation

$10,000+	
Claudia Bjerre**
Prescott F. Griffith &  
	Joel R. Wolfgang**
Harry E. Jackson**
Patricia Rubin & Teresa Smith
Peter Schofield**

$7,500+
Christopher Hixson &  
	Mitchell Kahan*
John & Margaret McBride**

$5,000+
Bricco, David Glenny
Lisle M. Buckingham  
	Endowment Fund
Jo Dangel & Diane Kovachik*
Bruce G. Kriete (deceased)**
Fred Martin**

Dr. Steven P. Schmidt &  
	Rick Krochka*
Stephen C. White &  
	John J. Shea Jr.

$2,500+
Angel Falls Coffee Company,   
	Jim King & Rafael Oletta
Gerald & Patricia Barrett
Cathy Chapman*
John & Mary Kay Chlebina
John Grafton & Richard Worswick*
Eric J. Jones*
Judge Gerald Larson*
Pilot Property Management,  
	Tia Stathopoulos &  
	Jason Butterworth
Richard Shirey*
Studio W Interior Design Group 
Inc.

$1,000+
Adolph Optical Service Inc.
Lisa M. Akey
Allen Aircraft Products Inc.
Anonymous
William F. Bartolini*
Jeanne M. Bauhart*
Craig Benson
Fred & Laura Ruth Bidwell*
JaNell Boss & Karen Carson
Cynthia Christman &  
	Ruth Hotchkiss
Eric & Marlene Czetli
Marc A. D’Antonio*
Judge Carol J. Dezso
Brian Elter
Fifth Third Bank
Matthew Frericks*
Dr. James D. & Gerri George
The Greenhouse, Gregg Lauck
Mary Beth Harper
Thomas Heggen
James L. Helmuth*
Rabbi David & Toby Horowitz
Howard Hanna Real Estate
Dana Humphreys
Tom Hutchison
Dr. John & Mrs. Sheila Hutzler
Joseph F. Jadick &  
	John G. Robertson*
Jeter Systems Corporation
Donald Keith*
Katherine’s Collection,  
	Katherine & Wayne Kleski
Judy McClelland
Brian McGuire & Joe Haban II*
Kris Mikolajczyk & Annette Nicoloff
Julius Nemeth Charitable Trust
Dr. Katherine I. Raymond
Robert Renner*
Rosemary Reymann
Clay & Nancy Rhinehart
Harry Roth & Joseph Burian*
Eva Salem
Steve & Eileen Schonfeld
Phil Seibel & Gerardo Cisneros*	
James S. Simon	
Ernest Stone, DDS &  
	Timothy Maynard*
Summa Health System
Scott Swaldo & Jeff Hicks*
Caryl Tickner
John Vandever & Dwite Barger
Rod Wellman
Steve Williams & David Jesse
Mark Williams
Elizabeth Wilson
Mary Helen & Bruce Wright
James Zwisler & Gary Zeller*

Charitable Remainder  
Trust Donor
Walter Sheppe

2010 Gay Community Endowment Fund Donors

	**Original Cornerstone Level Donor     *Original Founding Level Donor




